CHAPTER 9 TEST

RAILROADS LINK MONTANA TO THE NATION

KEY PEOPLE, TERMS AND IDEAS

I. Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the term in the answer space.

a. transcontinental

b. right-of-ways 
c. land grants

d. labor unions

e. financiers

___d__ 1. Unsafe working conditions and low pay pushed railway employees to form _____. 

___c__ 2. To help railway companies, the U.S. government sometimes gave _____.

___b__ 3. The U.S. government needed to negotiate _____ to build railways through tribal land.

___e__ 4. Railroads were expensive to build, so they turned to _____ for backing.

___a__ 5. The Union Pacific was part of the first _____ railroad.

II. Definition: Choose the person or term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the term in the answer space.

a. Milwaukee Road

b. James J. Hill

c. Northern Pacific Railroad

d. Great Northern Railway

e. John D. Ryan

___d__ 1. railway going through the northern reservation 

___e__ 2. president of the Anaconda Copper Mining Company

___c__ 3. biggest landowner in Montana

___a__ 4. operated using electrified lines

___b__ 5. nicknamed the “Empire Builder”

III. Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the correct choice in the space next to the question.

___a__ 1. Railroads were vital to the growth of Montana’s industries because


a. they could carry freight long distances quickly and inexpensively.


b. there were not enough waterways to be practical transport routes.


c. people came to Montana who could not come by wagon.


d. they gave construction jobs to many emigrants.

___b__ 2. The national railroad system was expanding and business leaders wanted railroads to connect to Montana because


a. Montana was the last territory to be serviced.


b. it would increase their ability to profit from Montana’s resources.


c. many people wanted to move to Montana to homestead.


d. none of the above. 

___a__ 3. In 1881, the Union Pacific was the first railroad to complete a line 


a. running from Utah to Butte.


b. linking Sacramento and Missoula.


c. traveling through the most northern cities.


d. following the Mullan Road.

___d__ 4. Which tribe ceded millions of acres during the 1882 negotiations with the U.S. government?


a. the Salish


b. the Chippewa


c. the Northern Cheyenne


d. the Crow

___d__ 5. Which tribe was affected by the construction of the Great Northern Railway?


a. Blackfeet


b. Gros Ventre


c. Assiniboine


d. all of the above

___c__ 6. The Northern Pacific celebrated the completion of their transcontinental railway at


a. Glendive, Montana.


b. Ritzville, Washington.


c. Gold Creek, Montana.


d. along the Missouri River.

___c__ 7. Unlike the Northern Pacific’s land grants, the Great Northern paid for construction by


a. avoiding the mountain regions.


b. paying low wages to illegal immigrants.


c. attracting private investors.


d. charging high fares for passengers.

___b__ 8. James J. Hill’s transcontinental Great Northern Railway


a. followed the Yellowstone River.


b. created the Hi-Line.

c. was headquartered in Minot, North Dakota.


d. was the first to electrify. 
___d__ 9. The Milwaukee Road came to Montana mainly to


a. demonstrate 20th century technology.


b. establish a uniform style of depots.


c. serve small towns in central Montana.


d. construct a transcontinental line.

___a__ 10. To increase business and profits, all the transcontinental railways


a. advertised to bring people to Montana.


b. raised the cost they charged mining companies to ship freight.


c. raised the cost of passenger travel.


d. used electric power instead of steam.

___d__ 11. Asians workers faced all of the following situations EXCEPT this one:

a. they were discriminated against by whites because they would work for lower wages.


b. they were not allowed to join the labor unions. 


c. they were not allowed to become U.S. citizens. 


d. they were assigned the most skilled jobs because they were known as careful workers.

___b__ 12. In the early 1900s, railways linked most towns in Montana. The railways were


a. all owned by the Great Northern.


b. linked by short lines and branch lines to the main lines.


c. carried few passengers, because people used their cars instead. 

d. all run by electricity.
___c__ 13. The railroads transformed the daily life of people in Montana because they


a. no longer had to go by wagon or boat to visit other ranches.


b. brought international ballet companies to the major cities.


c. provided access to many goods and services.


d. all of the above.

___a__ 14. Railroads brought many changes to Montana. The one that effected Montanans the most was 

a. growth in industrialization.


b. transportation for school children.


c. communication by telegraph.


d. creation of Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks.

___b__ 15. The expansion of railroad owners’ interest in mining and lumber industries


a. meant that lots of Montanans had good jobs.


b. caused resentment over their political and economic power.


c. created a boom in the ranching and farming businesses.


d. allowed Montana Territory to become a state.

Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Railroads changed life for all the people living in Montana. Compare and contrast how it changed for Indians and for Euro-American settlers.
For white settlers, the coming of the railroad primarily brought change for the good as it increased the markets for Montana products and resources, brought more people to the territory, and gave the people here greater access to goods and services from other places. For Indians the benefits were less positive. Their land was valuable, but the compensation they received was often of poor quality with inconsistent delivery. Most notably, tribal lands decreased as railroads and the industries they serviced demanded more land.

2. Describe another, later technological advancement that would change life as much as the railroads did in the 1800s.

Answers will vary. Students might reflect on the automobile, the internet, air travel, computers, or television, all of which had significant impact on people’s lives.

