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Chapter 8 Test
Livestock and the Open Range


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. greenhorns

b. forage

c. cede

d. mavericks

e. outfits

__c__  1. The increasing demand by ranchers for grazing land forced Indians to _____ their land.
__b__  2. The grasslands of Montana provided wonderful _____ for cattle.
__a__  3. _____ frequently had jokes played on them by the older cowboys.
__e__  4. Hereford and Angus cattle were run by most Montana _____.
__d__  5. Lost and unidentified _____ often became the property of whoever found them.



Definition: Choose the name or term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding name or term in the space to the left of the description.

a. Board of Stock Commissioners

b. Evelyn Cameron

c. open range

d. roundup

e. Charlie Russell

__c__  1. Land that had not yet been surveyed for sale to homesteaders

__e__  2. An artist known for good storytelling and drawing

__d__  3. A cooperative process in which cattle were gathered for branding and sorting

__a__  4. Group formed to enforce laws of the open range

__b__  5. British-born immigrant to Montana who photographed ranching life



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__a__  1. Montana grasslands were valued for all of the following reasons EXCEPT that   


a. the native species were hardy.


b. they were free and plentiful.


c. there were plenty of streams for water. 


d. the sheepherders were already successful.

__b__  2. The Montana gold rush contributed to the expansion of the ranching industry because


a. raising cattle was an easier job than mining.


b. the population boomed and local wild game decreased.


c. miners had no time for hunting.


d. it was too far to transport beef from the East.

__a__  3. The federal government took reservation land from Indians and made it available for grazing 


a. because they believed ranchers would make better use of it. 


b. when Indians started raising horses.


c. after the gold-mining industry decreased.  


d. so that ranchers could fence the land.

__b__  4. Why was the open range so important for grazing cattle? 


a.  Because all of the ranchers wanted to raise big herds 


b.  Because the grassland was so arid that cattle needed a lot of range to survive


c.  Because people were spread out and needed to have cattle near their homes

d.  Because barbed wire fencing was difficult to find
__c__  5. The roundup was needed on the open range because


a.  it was a time for people to gather together.


b.  brands were often changed by rustlers during the winter.


c.  cattle strayed and got mixed up with other herds.


d.  maverick calves could be claimed by anyone.

__d__  6. Ranching was important to reservation economies because it allowed them to


a.  maintain traditional cultures.


b.  gain independence from the U.S. government.


c.  develop a new way to make a living.


d.  all of the above.

__a__  7. Despite the hard work, many young men came west to be cowboys


a.  for relatively good wages and adventure.


b.  to avoid military service.


c.  because they had lost their farm jobs in the East.


d.  because the fur trade was finished.

__b__  8. Although there were not many women on the ranches, they


a.  were not lonely because of the musical gatherings.


b.  usually worked as hard as the men. 


c.  visited their neighbors frequently.


d.  usually stayed because they enjoyed the landscape.

__c__  9. Cattlemen and sheepherders usually did not have much conflict over land in Montana because


a. there was always plenty of grazing land to share.


b. the sheepherders made more profit selling wool.


c. many ranchers raised both sheep and cattle.


d. they stayed in different parts of the region.

__a__  10. The jobs of the sheepherder and the cowboy were different mainly because


a. the sheepherder worked alone with his dog.


b. sheep did not have to be branded.


c. cattle were not sheared for wool.


d. sheep herds were much smaller than cattle herds.

__c__  11. Which of the following was NOT a problem connected with the open range?


a. Rustling


b. Overgrazing


c. Broken fences 


d. Predatory animals

__d__  12. To deal with problems of the open range, cattlemen did all of the following EXCEPT

a. banded together to create vigilante groups.


b. hired stock detectives.


c. organized associations to lobby the legislature.


d. kept cattle and sheep separated by fences.

__d__  13. The Hard Winter of 1886–87 was preceded by


a. months of range fires and little rain.

b. an especially hot, dry summer.

c. a great increase in the number of cattle.

d. all of the above.
__d__  14. All of the following were changes made after the Hard Winter of 1886–87 EXCEPT


a. smaller herds and planting food for winter feed.


b. installing fences and corrals so cattle could not stray.


c. breeding cattle with heavier winter coats.

d. the addition of sheep and farmland to cattle ranches.

__c__  15. Which of the following are concerns shared by both modern and open-range ranchers?

I. Unpredictable weather

II. Changing market prices

III. Land and animal conservation

IV. Fuel costs


a. I and III

b. II, III, and IV

c. I, II, and III

d. I, II, and IV


Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. What were some of the positives and negatives to the open-range system?

Positives include access to free land and creation of a cowboy culture. Negatives include problems with climate, rustling, and overgrazing. 
2. Why was the open range era so short-lived?

Although the land was free, it was soon realized that unchecked use led to abuse. Too many animals, no law enforcement, and unpredictable weather brought an end to the open range.
