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Chapter 20 Test
Building a New Montana


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. Rural Electrification Administration

b. Federal Highway Act

c. youth culture

d. party line

e. baby boom

__a__  1. The government established the _____ to help modernize rural areas.

__d__  2. Many families in rural areas shared a _____.

__c__  3. The _____ represented a sense of common values among urban teenagers. 

__e__  4. The U.S. economy became even more active during the _____.

__b__  5. The  _____ eventually built 1,200 miles of freeway in Montana.



Definition: Choose the term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the description.

a. consumerism

b. cooperatives

c. communism

d. superpowers

e. sovereign

__a__  1. The idea that buying products helps the economy grow

__d__  2. Nations considered more militarily and economically powerful than others

__b__  3. Companies that are owned by the people who use them

__e__  4. Self-governing 

__c__  5. Government ownership of businesses



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__c__  1. As industries became more mechanized, Montana experienced


a. an increase in jobs in the state.


b. an increase in factories in the state.


c. a decrease in jobs in the state.


d. a decrease in factories in the state.

__a__  2. United States citizens in the postwar era were


a. urged to consume more to help the nation’s economy.


b. asked to stay in the military to help rebuild the nation.


c. cautious about expanding their families due to economic worries.


d. dependent on the G.I. Bill to provide housing and education.

__d__  3. All of the following occurred in the lumber industry after the war EXCEPT that

a. new lumber mills were opened.


b. Libby and Missoula grew.


c. logging companies began clear-cutting.


d. logging companies began conservation programs.

__b__  4. Which of the following cities did NOT benefit from Montana’s oil boom?


a. Kevin


b. Butte


c. Billings


d. Glendive

__a__  5. Dam-building projects were popular because they provided


a. hydroelectric power, irrigation, and jobs.


b. jobs, local funding, and boomtowns.


c. irrigation, new historical sites, and towns.


d. hydroelectric power, new homes, and increased land area.

__b__  6. Crow leaders wanted tribal control of the dam on the Bighorn River because


a. Robert Yellowtail, tribal chairman, wanted the dam named after him.


b. they owned water rights so they should benefit from selling the power.


c. the Winters decision gave them rights to the land along the river.


d. they wanted to keep the river just for irrigation.

__c__  7. The main controversy surrounding the Libby Dam project was


a. creating a reservoir versus creating a human-made lake.


b. building new towns versus moving old towns.


c. increased energy versus environmental damage.


d. government land purchases versus local land purchases.

__d__  8. The growth of television in Montana affected the Anaconda Company because


a. radios and TV sets need copper for their connective wires.


b. they bought the first commercial TV station in Butte.


c. Montanans needed metals to serve as antennas.


d. it no longer controlled how most Montanans got their news.

__d__  9. By the 1960s, Montana’s economy fell behind the rest of the nation because


a. too many Montanans had moved away during the war.


b. labor unions lost power.


c. Montana’s per-capita income was too high.


d. it was too far from major markets.

__c__  10. Indian tribes in Montana resisted the U.S. government’s policy of termination because they


a. were frustrated that the government kept changing its policy.


b. wanted to assimilate into mainstream cultures.


c. wanted to continue building an economic future and community ties.


d. preferred the policy under the Dawes Act of 1887.

__b__  11. The goal of the relocation program was to


a. help Indian and non-Indian farmers.


b. move Indians into cities to find jobs.


c. create urban tribes.


d. increase the population of cities.

__c__  12. The Cold War was a political and military standoff between


a. Korea and the Soviet Union.

b. the Soviet Union, the United States, and China.

c. the Soviet Union and the United States.

d. Asian and European superpowers.
__a__  13. Which of the following describes the tension between political groups during the Cold War?


a. Conservative anti-communists and liberal reformers


b. John Birch societies and public schools

c. The Ground Observer Corps and the Farm Labor Alliance


d. All of the above
__b__  14. The Cold War brought economic development to Montana because


a. Malmstrom Air Force Base was built.


b. Malmstrom Air Force Base became a Minuteman missile control center.


c. Ryegate scientists helped to develop the Minuteman missiles.


d. Minuteman missiles were being built in Montana factories.

__d__  15. Interstate highways changed Montana in all of the following ways EXCEPT that they

a. diverted creeks and blasted away hillsides.


b. created bedroom communities around large towns.


c. increased tourism.


d. increased access to small towns.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Do you think Montana faced greater challenges than other parts of the country when trying to modernize?  Why or why not?  Explain your answer.

Possible answers: Many soldiers did not return home to work; most of the people who had moved away during the war stayed away. Population declined, which led to smaller economic/labor force pools. Major industries did not build in Montana because of its distance from major markets. Montana’s economy was largely limited to agriculture and natural resource industries, and it was difficult to diversify, which would have led to greater economic prosperity and, perhaps, the ability to invest in other industries.

2. Do you think the American reaction to communism during the Cold War was justified? Why or why not? Support your answer.

Answers will vary. Students may note that people were still recovering from the shock of the devastation that an atomic bomb could cause and were, therefore, extremely worried about nations that possessed that power. In addition, many communities were wary of government involvement in their businesses, particularly considering the economic prosperity that many were enjoying, and they believed that communism would take away their profits. Students might also note that many beliefs were based on ignorance and misinformation. They may also note that calling ideas or organizations “communist” (whether they were or not) was a way to rally opposition and undermine the power of those ideas or organizations.

