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C h a p t e r _ 1 9 _ / _ World War II Rationing

Many items that we consider basic to our daily needs were rationed or limited during 
World War II. To purchase an extra pair of shoes, for example, people had to complete this 
application. Examine the application and then answer the  following questions.

(1) Why were shoes rationed during the war?
(2) Do you think you would have been eligible for the “special shoe stamp” that would permit 

you to buy new shoes?
(3) Are there any items today that are rationed by the government? Do you need to think 

carefully before purchasing or using any items in your life?
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