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Chapter 18 Test
The Great Depression Transforms Montana


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. New Deal

b. Indian Reorganization Act

c. National Industrial Recovery Act

d. work relief

e. Meriam Report

__a__  1. Roosevelt’s plan to help Americans was known as the _____.

__d__  2. Many towns began programs for _____ to help those in poverty.

__b__  3. Senator Burton K. Wheeler cosponsored the _____, which strengthened tribal governance. 

__e__  4. The _____ called for major changes in federal Indian policy.

__c__  5. Unions gained strength in western Montana under the _____.



Definition: Choose the term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the description.

a. initiative

b. infrastructure

c. subsidies

d. pensions

e. bureaucratic

__b__  1. Basic communication, transportation, and service system

__a__  2. A law passed by the people rather than by the legislature
__e__  3. Concerned with official procedure

__c__  4. Financial help from the government

__d__  5. Money paid to retired people



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__c__  1. The Great Depression affected Montanans in all of the following ways EXCEPT that it

a. made formerly hopeful people become disappointed.

b. strengthened unions.

c. improved the railway system.

d. brought new conveniences and technologies.
__b__  2. The 1920s brought hardship to Montana due to


a. drought, falling corn prices, and rising taxes.

b. drought, falling wheat prices, and loss of mining jobs.

c. loss of mining jobs and tax increases.

d. drought and falling lumber prices.
__a__  3. What two events brought hope to Montana farmers during the mid-1920s?


a. Rain fell, and mining companies had to pay a greater share of state taxes.

b. Farms were bigger, and farmers could buy gasoline-powered machinery.

c. New mines opened, and forests were harvested.

d. Farmers planted more wheat again, and gas prices fell. 

__d__  4. Which of the following industries in Montana did the Great Depression affect?

I. Agriculture

II. Livestock

III. Mines and smelters

IV. Tourism


a. I, II, and III

b. I and III

c. II, III, and IV

d. I, II, III, and IV
__d__  5. People in rural areas managed better than those in cities during the first years of the Depression because


a. there were fewer people so resources were more easily shared.


b. they were more used to scrimping and saving.


c. agriculture was not as hard-hit as mining industries.


d. they could feed their families on what they grew and raised.

__d__  6. Although towns and counties tried to provide work relief, they soon ran out of money in part because


a. wages were too high.


b. people wanted handouts, not jobs.


c. they gave to charities instead.


d. people were too poor to pay their taxes.

__c__  7. Which of the following would describe President Hoover’s political ideas?


a.  Relief should come from the government.


b. The government should fund the Red Cross.


c. Relief should come from private sources.


d. People should depend on the government for financial aid.

__b__  8. What were the three main goals of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal?


a. Close banks, provide loans to farmers, and insure savings accounts


b. Support the unemployed, help the economy recover, and reform the 
economic system


c. Build bridges, build sewer systems, and build dams


d. Help the unemployed, feed the hungry, and build new houses

__b__  9. How did New Deal programs affect Montana Indians?


a. Very little because the Depression did not hit the reservations

b. Greatly because it brought jobs to the reservations

c. Very little because Indians were not accepted into most programs

d. Greatly because the programs increased the size of the reservations
__a__  10. All of the following about Fort Peck Dam is true EXCEPT that

a. it was built to improve fish habitat.


b. it was built to produce electricity.


c. it was built to improve flood control.


d. it was built to provide jobs during the Depression.

__c__  11. Which of the following was NOT a result of the Indian Reorganization Act?


a. The right to establish tribal governments

b. The right to practice traditional religions

c. The right to attend white boarding schools

d. The right to form businesses and get loans
__d__  12. Some tribes objected to the IRA because


a. it continued the allotment system.


b. children had to attend boarding schools on reservations.


c. the people could not own cattle ranches.


d. it did not allow traditional forms of tribal governments.

__a__  13. After the Great Depression, Montana had 


a. bigger farms, more skilled workers, and better infrastructure.


b. more electricity in towns, bigger cattle ranches, and better crops.


c. stronger unions, powerful electric companies, and more railways.


d. more people, fewer farms, and more miners.

__d__  14. By 1940, Montanans depended more on state and federal government for


a. social security.


b. road-building projects.


c. farm subsidies.


d. all of the above.

__a__  15. A primary difference between liberals and conservatives is


a. their view of the role of government in people’s lives.


b. the way they want to preserve natural resources.


c. how they see the relationship between church and government.


d. how wealthy they are.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Why were people already struggling in Montana before the Great Depression?

After World War I, prices and the demand for Montana products dropped dramatically.  Many farmers were in debt from the war, when they had bought more land to produce more crops to meet war demand. Now they had no way of paying off their debts. In addition, drought hit the land, causing a drop in crops produced. Finally, the Anaconda Company reduced its production, laying off thousands of workers.

2. Do you think the New Deal was a good idea?  Why or why not? Explain your answer.

Answers will vary. In support of the New Deal, students should consider the jobs that were created and the improvement to the infrastructure as well as relief to farmers.  Students against the New Deal should note that it created a reliance on government rather than private businesses. They might also note that the increase in bureaucracy made government less personal and harder to navigate.

