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Chapter 17 Test
Montanans on the Move 


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. derricks

b. wildcatters

c. graded

d. carburetor

e. traction

__d__  1. Early autos had trouble with gas flow to the _____.
__e__  2. Autos need _____ to move, which tears up the road.
__b__  3. _____ were eager to find oil in Montana in the early 1900s.
__c__  4. Roads up mountains had to be _____ so that autos could climb them. 
__a__  5. Eastern and central Montana were dotted with _____ as people drilled for oil.



Definition: Choose the name or term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding name or term in the space to the left of the description.

a. Good Roads Movement

b. State Highway Commission

c. Model T

d. Henry Ford

e. Ransom E. Olds

__e__  1. Owner of the first U.S. factory to mass-produce the gasoline automobile
__c__  2. Vehicle introduced by the Ford Motor Company
__b__  3. Government agency that organizes statewide road-building projects
__d__  4. Builder of the first car affordable to the middle class
__a__  5. A campaign begun by bicyclists to build high-quality roads



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__d__  1. Automobiles began to replace horses when


a. roads were paved.


b. horses became harder to find.


c. gasoline became easily available.


d. cars became more affordable.

__c__  2. Which of the following was NOT a problem with early cars?


a. Difficulty braking


b. Difficulty steering


c. Thick, heavy tires


d. No windshields

__d__  3. At first, some people did not like automobiles because 


a. there were no laws about how people should drive.


b. they scared horses.


c. they were noisy and dangerous.


d. all of the above.
__a__  4. Cars changed people’s view of the world because


a. as they traveled they exchanged ideas.


b. they went faster and did more shopping. 


c. they moved into towns.


d. cars were expensive and people needed more money.

__c__  5. One of the ways gas-powered vehicles changed rural life was by giving people the ability to


a. live closer together so they could visit more easily.


b. open roadside stands to sell products.


c. work more land.


d. open more rural schools.

__b__  6. Many small towns suffered from the increase in cars because


a. trains no longer came to their towns to deliver goods.


b. people could travel to bigger towns with cheaper stores.


c. people moved into towns to be closer to work.


d. drive-in theaters and restaurants were not built in small towns.

__c__  7. How did trucks change the way people ate?


a. Trucks delivered local produce to small stores.


b. Trucks delivered food from Europe.


c. Trucks delivered food more quickly and safely.


d. Trucks delivered food from cities to rural areas.

__a__  8. Shipping goods by truck rather than by rail became more popular because


a. it was cheaper.


b. the government paid for railway maintenance.


c. spur lines and short lines expanded.


d. people were buying more cars.

__d__  9. How did the homestead boom affect roads?


a. Homesteaders needed more bridges.


b. Irrigation systems flooded the roads.


c. Homesteaders built their own roads.


d. The growing population put a lot of stress on the existing roads.

__b__  10. Railroad companies worked to build better roads when they


a. realized that the railways were declining.


b. were convinced that better roads would increase their business.


c. wanted to help the bicyclists push for paved roads.


d. wanted to bring more tourists to Yellowstone National Park.

__a__  11. Montana, and the nation, got many more miles of paved roads when


a. the federal government funded programs to pay for building roads.


b. the State Highway Commission was established.


c. the Good Roads Movement gained power.


d. engineers learned how to build graded roads.

__d__  12. The growth of auto tourism brought about all of the following EXCEPT


a. motor hotels.

b. full-service filling stations.

c. campsites.

d. national parks.
__b__  13. Oil production became a big business in Montana when


a. oil was discovered in the Kevin-Sunburst oil field.


b. gas-powered vehicles became increasingly popular.


c. native people no longer used oil for fires and medicines.


d. people learned how to build derricks.

__c__  14. Although it has experienced boom-and-bust cycles, oil has been important to Montana’s economy because


a. World War II created a huge demand for oil.


b. oil production is worth more than copper production.


c. uses for oil keep increasing.


d. big corporations can operate under any conditions.

__a__  15. Cars and trucks will always be important in Montana because


a. of the great distances in the state.


b. blacksmith shops and livery stables are hard to find today.


c. traffic lights have been installed.


d. of the national interstate system.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Compare and contrast the shipment of goods by rail and by trucks.

Shipping by rail can be more expensive because railroad companies have to build and maintain their own cars and rails, whereas roads are maintained and built by government agencies, local and national. Trucks can get closer to pick-up and drop-off points for easier distribution.  

2. Analyze the effect the automobile had on Montana’s tourism industry.

Tourism brought many people to and through the state. They came to visit national parks and to see nature. They needed places to stay and things to do. Without the automobile, Montana might have been too expensive for most people to visit.

