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Chapter 16 Test
Montana and World War I 


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. Council of Defense

b. Loyalty Committees

c. hyper-patriotism

d. inflation

e. rustling cards

__a__  1. States created a government _____ in support of the war.
__d__  2. _____ during World War I caused many workers to go into debt.
__e__  3. The Anaconda Copper Mining Company issued _____ before miners could work.
__b__  4. Many towns formed _____ to support the war.
__c__  5. Several Montana judges defended free speech against _____.



Definition: Choose the name or term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding name or term in the space to the left of the description.

a. Frank Little

b. propaganda

c. pacifism

d. Burton K. Wheeler

e. sedition

__d__  1. U.S. attorney for Montana
__e__  2. Promotion of rebellion against a government
__a__  3. IWW leader
__c__  4. The belief that war is never justified
__b__  5. Information provided for the purpose of persuasion



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.
__c__  1. The outbreak of war in Europe in 1914 meant many Montanans needed to


a. increase production of metals and wheat.


b. increase production of wheat and machinery.


c. increase production of wheat, metals, and lumber.


d. increase production of metals, lumber, and machinery.

__a__  2. U.S. citizens began to support the war after


a. the sinking of a passenger ship by a German submarine.


b. their profits rose as their production rose.


c. wartime inflation made everyone have to work harder.


d. recent immigrants supported the U.S. rather than their country of origin.

__c__  3. Which of the following best describes Jeannette Rankin’s reason for voting against joining the war?


a. Her friends and advisors did not support the war.


b. Feminists wanted her to demonstrate the gentle side of women.


c. She believed women with political power could stop wars.


d. She trusted the 55 members of Congress who also voted against going to war.

__b__  4. The Committee for Public Information was created to


a. keep people informed about battles.


b. encourage popular support for the war.


c. inform people about changing prices for goods and services.


d. sell liberty bonds.

__d__  5. Montana sent a greater percentage of its population to war because


a. Montanans were more patriotic than people from other states.


b. it was a better job than farming or mining and paid better wages.


c. so many Indians joined to get U.S. citizenship.


d. the government had overestimated the population of the state.

__d__  6. Increase in agricultural and industrial production during the war meant


a. farmers took on debt to buy more land for planting wheat.


b. mining and logging industries pressured workers to speed up production.


c. mining and logging industries became wealthy but workers did not.


d. all of the above.

__a__  7. Planting victory gardens and buying liberty bonds were ways that people could


a. support the war.


b. have financial security for the future.


c. feed themselves so that soldiers had enough food.


d. avoid being accused of unpatriotic activities.

__c__  8. The Anaconda Copper Mining Company fought against the Metal Mine Workers’ Union strike in all of the following ways EXCEPT


a. calling the unionists traitors.


b. publishing stories against the union in company-owned newspapers.


c. hiring Frank Little.


d. claiming the strike harmed the war effort.

__c__  9. When the 1918 legislature made the Montana Council of Defense a state agency, the council

a. answered only to the state legislature.


b. forced people to buy liberty bonds.


c. wrote a set of wartime rules for Montanans.


d. helped the German communities learn to speak English.

__b__  10. The 1918 Montana Sedition Law was divisive because it


a. found people in communities who might be traitors.


b. opposed the freedoms of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.


c. forced people to plant crops for the government rather than to feed livestock.


d. developed communities and helped neighbors become stronger.

__b__  11. Mennonites faced great anger from many Montanans because they


a. would not work in mines or logging.


b. were pacifists and spoke German. 


c. refused to sell their agricultural products to the government.

d. refused to sing “The Star Spangled Banner.”
__c__  12. The Montana Department of Health reacted to the 1918 influenza epidemic by


a. closing Indian boarding schools.


b. preventing trains from stopping at small towns.


c. encouraging schools, businesses, and social centers to close.


d. providing more doctors to hospitals and reservations.

__d__  13. The 1918 influenza did all of the following EXCEPT


a. kill five times as many Montanans as died in World War I.

b. kill mostly adults from ages 20 to 40.


c. bring high fever, hallucinations, and delirium.


d. take 5 to 10 days for a person to die from the infection.

__d__  14. Many soldiers returning from the war to Montana found


a. families dead from influenza or in prison.


b. towns closing and jobs hard to find.


c. farms ruined by drought.


d. all of the above.

__a__  15. Homesteaders faced some of the worst postwar problems because of


a. drought, wartime debt, and falling prices for goods.


b. closed mining and logging industries.


c. banks and towns closing.


d. continued prejudice against Indians and German-speaking people.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Explain why working conditions in Montana declined even though industries needed so many workers.

Industries needed more workers to keep pace with the increased demand for their products during the war. However, new workers had less training and, in order to increase production, had to work longer hours. Lack of training was particularly burdensome due to industrialization, which meant that machinery actually required more, rather than less, training to be safe.

2. Analyze the effects of the Montana Sedition Law on Montana communities.

Differing opinions about the war caused deep fractures in a community’s fabric. The Montana Sedition Law increased tension among neighbors and within communities. People were encouraged by their government to watch and report people who might be committing treasonous acts. Lack of education, uncertainty as to what entailed a seditious act, and general propaganda to increase people’s fearfulness all led to a reduction in community bonds.  

