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Chapter 14 Test

Towns Have Lives, Too


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. Hibernians

b. fraternal 

c. historic preservation movement

d. capital

e. commerce

__e__  1. Transportation, agriculture, and natural resource extraction are all examples 

of _____.
__b__  2. Many new towns formed _____ organizations to make friends.
__a__  3. Ethnic brotherhoods, such as the _____, brought countrymen together.
__c__  4. The _____ helped many towns survive when their original industry declined.
__d__  5. A great deal of _____ is required for most natural resource extraction industries.



Definition: Choose the term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the description.

a. census

b. plat

c. communal

d. square town

e. strip town

__a__  1. A count of population
__d__  2. Usually a county seat with a courthouse
__b__  3. Design for a town map
__e__  4. A town with one main business street 
__c__  5. Shared by members of a community



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__c__  1. The 1870 census taken in Montana Territory demonstrated all of the following EXCEPT that

a. communities were built around transportation routes.

b. almost 10 percent of the people were Asian.

c. most people lived in the eastern part of the territory. 


d. men outnumbered women by four to one.
__b__  2. One of the main contributions to population growth in Montana between 1880 and 1900 was the


a. growth in placer mining.

b. expansion of the railway system.

c. increase in Indians on reservations.

d. change from gold to silver mining.
__a__  3. Which of the following is NOT a reason for building a town?


a. Sports


b. Natural resource extraction


c. Tourism and recreation


d. Agriculture

__a__  4. Towns built along transportation routes usually did not survive 


a. if the transportation route moved.

b. when railroads replaced steamboats. 


c. if they did not have an intersection of transport routes.

d. when they became county seats.
__c__  5. Railroad companies were major influences in town building for all of the following reasons EXCEPT 


a. needing centers for freight and passenger business.


b. wanting places for their passengers to rest.


c. working to increase their lumber profits.


d. moving existing towns to be close to the railroads. 

__b__  6. Towns that were built to support natural resource extraction


a. were the fastest to grow.


b. often followed a boom-and-bust cycle.


c. were owned by large companies.


d. failed because families did not live there.

__c__  7. Eastern Montana has many agricultural ghost towns because 


a.  they were not on the interstates.


b. railroads did not come to them.


c. farmers left during the 1920s and 1930s.


d. school buses took students to larger towns.

__d__  8. Reservation towns are different from most towns because they


a. were not created around commercial activity.


b. moved when the government agency moved.


c. grew around traditional camping grounds.


d. all of the above.

__a__  9. Hutterite communities are different from most towns because they


a. do not have a downtown commercial area.

b. are built for a special purpose.


c. are not platted.


d. are never built near railroad lines.

__b__  10. T-towns and X-towns are similar because they


a. have parallel streets.


b. grew up around transportation routes.


c. originally faced the river.


d. originally faced the railroad.

__d__  11. An important architectural element of early boom towns was

a. tin ceilings.


b. brick and stone.


c. glass windows.


d. false fronts.

__d__  12. Which of the following public services might cities provide?

a. fire departments.


b. garbage collection.


c. sewer systems.

d. all of the above.
__b__  13. Which of the following are important for building a sense of community?

I. People

II. Schools

III. Government

IV. Newspapers

a. II, III, and IV

b. I, II, and IV

c. I, III, and IV

d. II and IV
__c__  14. The factor that most influences the past and present nature of a town is


a. fraternal organizations.

b. schools.

c. economic activity.

d. transportation.
__a__  15. The historic preservation movement has been important in recent Montana history because it has

a. reclaimed many towns as tourist centers.

b. cleaned up the Berkeley Pit in Butte.

c. kept large retail chains away from small towns.


d. restored railroad lines.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Describe how the building of the interstate system affected towns.

The businesses of many small towns that were bypassed by the interstate began to fail as people used the new, faster transportation network to access the more diverse commercial centers in the large towns served by the interstate.

2. Towns were built for many reasons. Choose one reason discussed in the chapter, and analyze its importance. 

Answers will vary. Students should choose from natural resource, transportation, special purpose, reservation, and agricultural towns. Analysis should include the nature of the town and its ability to survive change based on its location and/or purpose.

