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Chapter 13 Test
Homesteading This Dry Land


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. prove up

b. title

c. tenant

d. cooperatives

e. foreclose

__b__  1. Homesteaders had to fulfill certain obligations before gaining _____ to land.
__a__  2. Building a home and living on the land were requirements to _____.
__d__  3. _____ helped homesteaders get fire departments and telephone access. 
__e__  4. Banks had to _____ on farms when owners could not pay their bills.
__c__  5.  People came to Montana to own land rather than be _____ farmers.



Definition: Choose the term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the description.

a. precipitation

b. topography

c. irrigation

d. dryland
e. fallowing

__b__  1. Land features such as hills and slopes
__c__  2. Human-made watering systems
__e__  3. Digging up fields without planting
__a__  4. Moisture from snow and rain
__d__  5. Farming without watering systems



Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__a__  1. Although the homestead boom in Montana lasted only a short time, it


a. changed forever the landscape of the state.


b. brought great economic prosperity to the state.


c. helped improve Indian–Euro-American relations.


d. allowed ranchers to return to the open-range system.
__d__  2. The 98th Meridian is important to farmers because it


a. shows where the East ends and the West begins.


b. divides the United States in half.


c. was the line past which homesteaders could buy land.


d. divides the country into moist and arid regions.

__c__  3. The passage of the 1862 Homestead Act 


a. brought millions of people to farm in Montana.


b. took farmland from the Indians living in Montana Territory. 


c. supported the vision of President Jefferson for a  nation of small farmers.


d. took land away from the mining interests.

__a__  4. At first, people did not want to come to Montana because


a. the land was too dry. 


b. it was too far away.

c. miners did not want them.


d. ranchers did not want them.

__b__  5. In the early 1900s, people began coming to Montana for all of the following reasons EXCEPT the


a. 1902 Reclamation Act, which built irrigation systems.


b. 1906 Forest Homestead Act, which allowed people to log available land.


c. 1909 Enlarged Homestead Act, which increased the size of lots.


d. 1916 Stock Raising Homestead Act, which again increased the size of lots.

__b__  6. One goal of the Dawes Act of 1887 was to


a. help homesteaders learn about Indian culture.

b. open up land for homesteading.

c. provide more land for logging.


d. give more land for the mining interests. 

__d__  7. Conflict in Europe and the outbreak of World War I affected Montana by


a. increasing the number of immigrant farmers.


b. increasing the demand for mining products.


c. increasing the demand for agricultural products.


d. all of the above.

__d__  8. The Northern Pacific and Great Northern railroads contributed to the homesteading boom by


a. requiring more labor to build railroads.


b. owning lumber mills to build towns.


c. persuading Congress to pass the Homestead Act.


d. promoting Montana as fertile land for farming.
__a__  9. The push to bring homesteaders to Montana coincided with


a. a wet, rainy period in the state.


b. growth of the logging industry.


c. an increase in mining production.


d. the height of the Indian wars.

__d__  10. Which of the following is NOT a description of early homesteading life?


a. Homes were made of wood planks and sod.


b. There was a lack of firewood and water.


c. Men worked in towns in the winter.


d. Farmhands shared crowded bunkhouses.

__c__  11. Homesteaders encouraged the creation of more, smaller counties because they believed 


a. railroads and mining companies should be nearer towns.


b. the amount of available land for farming should increase.


c. local government should be closer to the people.


d. Montana should have a more powerful voice in the U.S. Congress.

__a__  12. When drought came to Montana in 1917, homesteaders


a. realized that “dryland” farming techniques did not work.


b. began to adopt more dryland farming techniques.


c. planted different crops that needed less fertile soil.


d. burned prairie grass to make the soil more fertile.

__c__  13. Which of the following contributed to the end of the homesteading era?

I. Disease

II. Bank foreclosures

III. The end of World War I

IV. Schools closing


a. I, II, and IV

b. I and IV

c. I, II, and III

d. II, III, and IV
__b__  14. Homesteading dramatically changed the landscape of Montana by


a. depleting forests to build homes and towns.


b. destroying native grasslands and wildlife habitat.


c. demanding thousands of miles of railways to connect towns.


d. dividing the state into many small counties.

__d__  15. Although the majority of homesteaders eventually abandoned Montana, those who stayed


a. turned to the government for help. 


b. became wealthy buying abandoned farms.


c. became ranchers instead of farmers.


d. learned to adapt to a land of extremes. 



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Describe the daily life of the men, women, and children on early homesteads.  

Daily life was full of chores all year. The children helped with chores they were able to do and continued to help as they grew older. Although men did most of the plowing and women took care of the homes, they both planted and harvested.  

Neighbors frequently helped one another and worked together to build schools and community halls. Homesteaders often gathered at one another’s houses or in town for dances, fairs, and ice-cream socials. They organized multi-family picnics. A school pageant was the highlight of the season. 

2. Analyze the reasons that so many farmers left Montana after 1918.

When drought hit Montana and demand for agricultural products decreased at the end of World War I, many Montana farmers could not afford to keep their land. With no prospects for an increase in either rain or the ability to sell their products at a fair price, many farmers had no choice but to take a loss on their property and search for work elsewhere.

