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Chapter 11 Test
The Early Reservation Years 


Completion: Choose the term from the list below that best completes each of the following statements. Write the letter of the corresponding term in the space to the left of the statement.

a. sovereignty

b. annuities

c. assimilation

d. trust

e. allotments

__b__  1. Treaties required that Indians be paid _____ for land.
__a__  2. Indian tribes have _____ within their reservations.
__c__  3. Many Euro-Americans thought the Dawes Act would encourage _____.
__d__  4. After reservation land was divided, it was held in _____ for 25 years.
__e__  5. Married women did not originally receive _____ under the Dawes Act.



Definition: Choose the name or term from the list below that best matches each description. Write the letter of the corresponding name or term in the space to the left of the description.

a. Plenty Coups

b. Dawes Act

c. Winters decision
d. Robert Hamilton

e. Starvation Winter

__a__  1. Crow chief who favored education
__b__  2. Law that broke up reservations into individually owned pieces of land

__d__  3. Blackfeet leader who supported the rights of full-blood tribal members
__c__  4. Ruling that upheld Indian water rights
__e__  5. Cause for sale of more Indian land


Multiple Choice: Four choices are given for each of the following questions or statements. Write the letter of the best choice in the space next to each statement or question.

__b__  1. In the late 1800s, the U.S. government had more power over Indians because


a. it had more experience with farming techniques.


b. the tribes were weakened by the loss of the bison.


c. it had established the commissioner of Indian affairs.


d. it made the Indians give up their weapons.

__c__  2. Huge numbers of Indians died during Starvation Winter because


a. they were not prepared for the early winter storms. 


b. the Indians did not want to hunt.


c. annuities had been reduced and arrived late.


d. not enough crops had been planted in the spring.

__b__  3. The Blackfeet were forced to sell more of their land because they 


a. did not use it anymore.


b. were starving and needed the money.


c. were not miners and the land held gold.


d. wanted to get along with the Euro-Americans.

__a__  4. The underlying problem with assimilation policies was a lack of 


a. understanding and appreciation for other cultures.


b. money for implementing programs.


c. communication and cooperation among tribes.


d. knowledge about farming and ranching on the reservations.

__d__  5. Indian agents controlled life on the reservations in all of the following ways EXCEPT


a. withholding food and supplies.

b. outlawing religious ceremonies.

c. removing traditional leadership.

d. forbidding Euro-American–style housing.

__c__  6. Indians were especially vulnerable to diseases because they had


a. no access to health care.


b. not yet built up immunities.


c. to adapt to sudden changes in their lifestyle.


d. to live in Euro-American–houses in the winter.

__d__  7. Indians struggled to have successful farms on the reservations because


a. they often had to use unfamiliar and inadequate equipment.


b. non-Indians used their land for cattle grazing.


c. non-Indians diverted  their water for their own use.


d. all of the above.

__a__  8. Euro-American values conflicted with traditional Indian values in terms of


a. individual ownership versus community sharing.


b. believing horses could be slaughtered but not cattle.


c. ownership of forest and oil leases.


d. all of the above.

__d__  9. The goals of the Dawes Act included all of the following EXCEPT to

a. discourage tribal unity on reservations.

b. promote small, profitable farms.

c. provide more land for Euro-Americans.

d. reduce government costs.
__a__  10. Allotments sometimes made more Indian land available for sale to Euro-Americans by


a. declaring any land not allotted to be surplus and available for sale.


b. creating conflict within and among the tribes over land use.


c. lowering annuities and making it necessary for Indians to sell land.


d. giving water rights to Euro-Americans for irrigation purposes.
__a__  11. One of the reasons allotment failed was because it


a. did not provide enough land for grazing or farming.


b. forced Indians to become landowners to survive.


c. did not promote local businesses.


d. exempted Indians from paying taxes.

__b__  12. Assimilation was considered a positive step forward by


a. Indians who valued education.


b. Euro-Americans who believed it would help Indians adjust to change.


c. both Indians and Euro-Americans who wanted to combine cultures.


d. Indians who believed it would end tribal conflict.

__b__  13. The main purpose of the Indian boarding schools was to


a. help Indian children learn to read and write.


b. promote assimilation by teaching Indian children Euro-American values.


c. decrease poverty on the reservation by providing food for the children.


d. decrease disease on the reservation by providing health care for the children.

__c__  14. One legacy of the boarding school era is


a. a commitment by the U.S. government to Indian education.


b. strong family relationships within tribes.


c. tribal members who used their new skills to help their tribes.


d. the knowledge of how to use natural resources.
__d__  15. A major legacy of the early reservation years is


a. the belief in selling land for economic gain.


b. excellent knowledge of farming techniques.


c. strong bonds among tribal nations.


d. non-Indian ownership of land on reservations.



Thinking about History: Consider each of the following questions carefully, and write your answer in the space that follows each question.

1. Think about the many changes to which Indians had to adapt during the early years on the reservations.  What do you think might have been the most difficult adjustment? Support your answer.

Answers will vary. Students might consider such factors as changing lifestyle, traditional values, and family and tribal bonds. Answers should be supported by details and facts from the chapter.

2. The policy of assimilating Indians into the Euro-American lifestyle had many negative impacts on Indian culture. Some of the policies were based on good intentions but had negative results. Analyze one such policy and its outcome.

Possible answers: The policy of allotments had the intention of helping Indians become individual landowners but was flawed due to lack of sufficient land and resources and a lack of respect for tribal authority. Boarding schools had the intention of educating and improving lifestyles of Indian children but were flawed because of actual practices and the disruption of traditional values and teachings. Indian agents were meant to help tribes assimilate and learn new ways, but the system was flawed due to many ignorant and dishonest agents, who lacked respect for tribal traditions.

