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5, lassifieation

Ownership of Property: Pnivale Number al Resources within Properly
Cenlrituting Moncantributing
Category of Property: Bulding
" _ 1 butldingis)
Mumber of contribuling resources previously — _ siles
listed in the National Register; r1i — ____structures
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Mame of related multiple property listing: na

1 L TOTAL
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions: Current Functions;
DOMESTICSmgle Fauly DOMESTICSingle Family
7. Description
Architectural Classification: Materials:
LATE VICTORIAN Queen Anne-Eastlake toundation: Rubblestone

walts: Hrick, Wood shingle
roof: Asphalt Shinale
ather;

Marrative Description

The Samuel Lewis House 13 located at 308 South Bozeman Avenae i Bosernan, Montana, and 15 sieaed in the center of a vast south stde
historie residential neighborhood. The Lindley Plece and South Tracv/South Black National Register Historie Distriets are located roughly
one block o the east and west respectively, Located on Lots [0 and 11 Block A, in Bozemun’s Lindley and Guy's Addition, the house is1n
the maddle of the block on the east side af a north-south street. The landscaped 10003 1407 yard 15 dominated by mature everpreens and
lacs, which somewhat obseure the ressdence from the street,

SAMUEL LEWIS HOUSE

Exterior Features:

The detoched two story Same] Lewis House 15 10 the Queen Anne Stvle with character-defining Eastlake ormomentation, The massme is
regulor, but i durived from a central block with svmmetrieal wings—a lavout Featured in the original gable front and wings fanmbouse
design (see helow) The desipn combanes brick masonr on the (rst and second Doors with woeden shed and gable dormers, eutaay
wood parches, and weod dewiling, Unpainted red-ormge brick composes most of the extenor and s svpacally sceented by decorng
muesonry Readers or soldier coursing at the windew openings. The north and south gable ends, as well bs most dormers and pedonents, o
finished in woeden shingles inoam pnbrcated patlerm, odding westural mterest throughoul The roof s a faiely steep gable aerss the cenral
cone, witly bovwer eross gables projecting on ettber sude Feoestration s varicd, with doubde hing, fivad, and stained glass wimdows of
sverad seees throughout the bowse The howse rests onoa rubble foundation
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The Original House:

In 1881, Lewis began construction of g vemaculur mterpretation of an Early Classical Revival Stvle Palladian three-part plan house,
[xpressing a gable-ront-and-wings lavout, the house featured a one-and-one-half story central block with a prominent and furlv-steep
fremi-facing gable end cn the west elevation. The central block was Tanked by wdentical one-story wings. The onginal plain wood frame
construction was fimshed inowood lap siding and decorative comer hoards. Fenestration was generally balanced with 4/4 double-hung
windows on etther wing and o the front-facing gable end. The central block fealured 2 polvgonal one-story [ront bay window with paneled
window aprons and four 1M1 double-hung windows Each wing featured one-story twa bay porches covering four-pangl entrance
doorways. Each wing also featured an interior end, corbeled cap chimney and the central wing featured a central, corbeled cap chimney,
which further reinfarced the structure’s svimmetricsl appearance.’

The Bemodeled House:

[ 1885, Lewis began a substantial remodeling of his South Bozeman Avenue house. What was a simple vernacular frame house was
transformed inte a far more prcturesque and stylistcally suphisticated expression of the {ueen Anne stvle. The wealthy barber and
landlord veneered the house i bnick and applied exuberant and fanciful masonry, glass and wooden embellistunents. OF these, the
distinetive Eastlake amamentation—-ineliding carved wood brackets; iumed porch columns, pancled bargeboards, abacus-Tike spindle
friezes, lattice work, and sunburst applique enrchment--1s maost impressive

Despile these improvements, the Samuel Lewis House retains moany character-defimng features of ts onginal design. Although the
midified massing of the residence is far more wregular than the TAS1 farmbouse, 1115, nonetheless derived from the original gable- front-
and-wings form.

The remodeled primary facade features a distinetive Eastlake entrance porch with a steeply-priched gabled roof supported by a series of
robust turned woed posts and Intticework front to back on cach side of the entry door. The wooden triangular pediment aver the arched
enlry displavs an ornate sunburst decoratton, The frst-Neor features a wide assorment of fixed and dooble-hing windows. The upper sash
of the largest of the deuble-hung windows feature decorative borders of small square panes. Several of these windows also feature
rectangulur staned glass ransoms inoa variety of colors and patterns. Typieal of the Eastlake Style, the double-hung windows on the
canted corpers of the central Block and cress gable wings Feature flpt-roof overhangs supported by stvlized carved wooden brackets with
crmamental pendants, The shed-roaled dormer (ca 19200 above the front entrance contams three small 401 double-hung windows and 15
finsshed i imbricated asphalt shingles  The donunant front facing gable features carved, paneled bargebourds and an abacus-like spindle
tricse-both trademarks of the Eastlake stvle. The ventral wing features a ceniral, corheled-cap, dark red masonry chimney

I'he nortly side 15 secented by angled comers mirroring these Sund on the projecting central block of the primare clevation, As on the front
Focade, the double-hung windows on the ouler comers of the northern wing are accentuated by flat-roof overhangs supported by stvlized
carved wooden brickels with omaméental pendimts And, as belore, the apper sast of the deuble-hung windows posscss decorative borders
al smill sguare panes wath reetangular stnned glass transoms o vanety of colors and patterns. A smiall rectongolar windew featurmg
sl dwded light panes inoa 34 pattern s present in the maddle of the nehi-hand swe of the elevation, and o 11 double-hong soandow
ercroiches e the unbrcsted shingle gable end on the apper Teft A proeminent, saternor eecd, corbeled-cop dark red bk clumney isects
the clevatwm and s prohably o remmant of the 1881 resudency

Ltk of Tewis's priperiies, machnding Une argmal TRED simecture w108 Soulh Bt wis Tetied i Aicdiiel 3 Tesson, |lsiory
el h et 1 719-THRE (O eage Warner, Beers o Cranpany, | 885y 224
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Like the west and north elevations, the south side has two double-hung windows with decorative horders of small square panes and
rectangular stained glass transoms 1 a variety of colers and patterns, Projecung from the roof are an imbricated shingle pable and, above
1, @ steeper mmbricdied gable. A non-histone skyvlight s evident on the lefi-hand side of the root], bat due to mature landseaping 1= not
visthle from the sireet,

The east or rear elevation 15 dominated by a central projeeting pre-1904 brick addition. A small brick hipped-root addinen featusning a
small 2/2 [ixed square window projects off the east corner of the additicn. The back side of the south wing features a double-hung window
with a decorative border of small square panes and a rectangular stained glass ransom, like those found on other elevanons. The rear door
also features a rectanguiar stamned glass transont. The south side of the addition features a distinctive wooden vent, two non-historic
rectangular fixed plate glass windows, and a non-histone glass door. A small, cast-facing gabled dormer 15 present where the east and
south wings meet the north wing, Like the other dormers, it 15 covered with imbncated wood shingles and features a dismond shaped lixed
window as well as a south facing non-histonc skylight.

Interior Features:

The mtenor of the Samuel Lewis House retuins several notable histonc features. Histore and, m some cases, possibly onginal woodwork
cun be found through the residence 10 the form of paneled doors, decorative door and window frames, wamnseoting, and basehoards, as well
as pine and cak weod plank leoring. The main access to the second story, a return stawe with o landmg, exhibits a sertes of twned balusters
that form a delicate balusirade that ends on the ground floor with a decorative capped newel post The front entry [ealures omale comice
moldings und a door, which almest certanly date from the 1889 remodeling. The man partor features distinetive historic lighting which
lends character and charm to the room. On the ceiling 5o hand-painted water-based fresco, also datmg from the 18851850 remodeling.
The kitchen features a sumple tin cethng,

GARAGE/STUDIO (19705, nop-contributing building)

The property contains o lwo-story garagefsiudio which is Tocgted on the sontheast portion of the landseaped vard, Builo i the late 19705,
this non-contribating modern building features o twice broken gable roolwith clerestory ind shiding windows, Wide verteal and
horizontal clapboard siding Grish the exterior of the first story, whale the second story 15 Anshed o heavy cedar shakes, An exlenor
slarcase providing aceess to g second story entranee 15 presenl on the west elevation. The roafis findshed 10 asphalt shingles

INTEGRITY

lhe Lewrs Flowse retmmns o very bugh level of integrely. Remnunts of the origmal 1851 desym are elearly evident, as are the etteels of
Lewrs” dramatic [RE9- 1890 remodehng. The workmanship and matenals from this later eraare all very well preserved. Diesion
alteratioms huve buen lmmted o the non-character-defimng elevations—meludimg o new door and window openimgs on the rear elevation, as
well us Do skyhights and asphadt shaingles on the rool The main change 1o the primary Gieade is the addinon of @ shed-rooled dormwe
above the entny The date of constietion of this featire 5 unkaowi, but probuably dates o the teens or twventies Despile these changes,
the howse clearly retlects ats histore character and appearance

Adthough the sue has sallerad wsome degree, especially from the constretion of @ nen-coninbaning outhuildinge e e Bae 197050 he
tustore residential setiing and feeling of the neshborhood s also very much imtact. Thus, there 15 aelear conveyanes of the Tnstors
arsciated wathy the property and b= onemal owner Samuel Fews
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H. Statement of Sigaificance

Applicable National Register Criteria. A, B, and Areas of Significance: Community Mlomung und Development:
Ethme Hertlage/Black, Architecture

Critena Considerations {Exceplions) n/y Period{s) of Significance” 1881 - | 849G
Significant Person(s): Samuel Lewis Significant Cates: | 881, [389-40)
Cullural Affliation: Alrican- American ArchitectBuilder Linknown

Marrative Statement of Significance

The Samuel W Lewis house qualifies for National Register histing under criteria A, B, and €. The house is historically sigmificant for its
association with Bozeman's steady economie and demographic evolution during its 1873- 1883 Village Phase of development® The house-
-which was completely remodeled dunng the dramatic buldmg boom that accompaned an ambitious local bid o become the State
Capitol--is also highly indicative of Bozeman's 18%4-1912 Civie Phase of Development.” Reflecting broad patterns of architecture and
settlement in each prvotal era, the Samuel Lewis house qualifies for Natjonal Register lisung according o criterion A The property also
meets critleron B for its assocration with the Samuel W. Lewis, the most prosperous and influential member of o small Affican-Amencan
population i early Bozeman. Lewis had o marked influence in the communite’s growth and development between | 868 and 1896, As
such, the house 15 a vital reminder of Bozeman's early ethnic history, Finallv, the residence qualifies for Naticnal Fegister listing under
eriterton C, as an unusual example of an Early Classical Revival Style gable-front-and-wings house remedeled into an owtstanding example
of the Queen Anne Stvlewith Eastlake decorative details Architecturally, the house also parallels Bozeman's late-nineteenth century
growth and development from a more modest and essentially vernacular built environment 1o one which is far more stylistically
sophisticated. The house 1s one of very few buildings in Bozeman o display Fastlake embellishments, and is unquestionably the hest [ocal
example of this stvlistic miluence

The Early Life of Samuel Lewis

samuel Lewis was borm in the West Indies, May 19, 1832, and immigrated with his parents o Newark, Mew Jersey, when still g small
child. By 1847, both of his parents died, leaving Tewis and & younger sister, Edmonia. Upon securing a home for his sister m the famly of
Captain 5. R Mills and paving her tntion at school, Lews traveled to California in the Spring of 1832, where he suceesstully practiced
barbering and mining for o decade, Between 1862 and 1864, Lewis visited vanous cities and other ponnts of anlercst in Europe, the West
Indies and Amenca before settling in idaho City, Idaho, where he engaged in business and developed propernes

Following a devastatng fire, wlich consumed two of his Idaho City buildings, Lewas toured Montana Terntory in 1366, Afler visiing
Virgmia City and Helena, Lewis finally located at Elk Creek, where he purchased a lot and erected a butldmg  Later that year, however, e
changed his residence to Helenn, where he was engaged 1n business unul late 1367 Druring s tenure in Helena, Lewas also opened a
barber shop in Radersburg, traveled and worked his trade in other mming camps, and toured as “an expert slight-of-hand performer and 4
first class musician "

Adthough far away from his sister, Lewis continued 1 pay her educational expenses. Arst al MeGravville, New York, and atterward at
Oherlin College, Ohio. While at Oberlin, Fdmonea first showed promise as g seulptor and was encouraged oo cultzvate her walent iyt art

s B A lcDiomild, Doz Histony Besourcs Survay (S la Moatang Privately frmned, 98], 12 and 13252
ek, 12 amd 53-5%

Songuant Silles, An Hlstrited History o the Stateof Sontana (Chaeage The | owes Bublisiung Co TE905 174274

"Thul , 7S
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She aceordingly consulted her brother by letter, and he cordially entered imo the plast and fumsshed her the means with which o go o
Boston, where she placed hersell’ under the mstruction of an emninent sculptor, Professor Beckett Soon passing bevond Beckett's ahility 1o
mstruel her, Samuel Lewss then urmshed his sister the means 1o continue her studies in Ialy where, thanks to the assistunce of then
secretary of State Willam H. Seward, she recerved marked attention and soon became a master of her profession ®

Word of Lewts' famous sister did not eseape local notice. In September of 1874, the Avant Courier noted that Edmonia Lewis' now-

famous sculpture the Death of Cleopatra was on display at the Chicago Exposition” By 1894, Edmonia Lewis was a resident of Paris and
wits “known the world over as a famous sculptor " producing "many noted pieces of an, ™

Samuel Lewis and Bozeman's Townsite Phase

Samuel Lewis' armval in Bozeman in the auturn of 1868 comeided with the community’s su-called 1864-1872 Townsite Phase of
development” As the pened of local development immediately following e origination of the town site, Bozeman's imutial phase was
characterized by the carly development of an agricultural economy. As eurly us September of 1864, the Montana Post reported that the
Bozeman area was gradually being reshaped by the settlement of farmers, “many of whom came to Montana as a better class of miners and
after.. quitting their original pursuits secured |60 acres of land on which they ., work in true farmer fashion " As early resident William
Alderson's diary noted, for example, farmers came to the Bozeman area “expecting to make money," and most were not disappointed.”!
Valley residents soon mirketed potatoes, beets, carrats, rutabagas and parsnips in the mining camps they had tormerly occupied. Within a
few vears, furming expanded to include the cultivation of wheat, cats and barley. The roots of one of the earliest and most successful
ggricultural communities in the Rocky Mountain West had been planted

The latter years of Boseman’s Townsite Phase were marked by HBozeman's first significant local building boom--a development that
possibly served to attract Lewis to the area and almost cenamly anchored him here for the rest of his life. A vear and a half prior 1o Samuc]
Lews' armmval in Bozeman, local proneer Davis Willson, younger brother of General Lester Willson, described the community as "a small

*Ednronia Lewis beeariz ome of the moest imporiant African American Seudpiors of the ninctecnth century. Several works have adidressed
b Bife and swork, including: Eleancr M. Tutis, “Edmoenia Lewis Afro-Tnduan Meo-Classicist,” Anin America 62.4 (Julby-August, 19780 71720 Linn
Moody 1gee, 250 Vears of Afro-American At An Annctated Bibliceraphy, (New York: B R Browker: 19815 899,905, Free Within Ourselves.”
Srthsonian 2408, (Noversher [993 ) 146; Kirsten £, Busck, " The Ideal Works of Edmonia Lewis: Invoking and Inverting Autehiography,”
Amegzean At 002 (Summer 19957 519 and. Stephen May, “The Object al Fasd”, Seithsimian 276 (September 1996 16-20

"Avant Cooner, Septeniber 26, 1878
“Mliller FUS, 375

Nlelomald 1284, [ amd 1541

Pt ML Wik, e Exaolutian ol Montar Sereultre i s Early Benod,” Proceedinzs of the Almssssipp Valley Hig
Asmcration for PATE-09 18, TI9ET 19149 43| 434

PWlam Aldersan, "W illiameAlderson Diary,”™ Slanesenpt Colfection STUE, Budmpuine Speont Collections. Remne Libeary, Sontan
State 1'niversity, Heverom, dMuntana

Hlor i averview of g iculiral developroent in e region seé ML W o, " Tha Evalistom of S Lontam Awriculiure an it Farly Perol”
Proscoings of e Misssappi Vallew |Dstoreal Sesoctation for 1905 19108 70191 209 43 1-404 Hoben 47 Danbar, “The Feonomic Drevelupamen
ol thee Cradlatin Valley,” Budilie Morthbawest arterly 47 (Ovtober 19563 1172123, wnd, Michael Saeader, "Dependency and Discidranchsement The
Frocteer Theses and Agneolioral Devebopment an the Callnm Valley, Montna TRO3-TE90 901 [ Phastawcops | Used with permission of the authior,
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wwn of hall' a dozen buildings."" With the establishment of Fort Ellis, three miles cast of town, on August 27, 1867, however, Bozeman's
futwre brightened. Mot only did the Fort's presence bring increased secunity to the Gallatin Valley, it also provided numerous profitable
busimess opportunities for local residents and likewise helped to offset the cconomic losses from the region's stabilizing mining
population.™ As a result, by 1868, the vear of Lewis' armval, Bozeman had become the county seat and grown to o population of 150, with
forty dwellings, three stores, a hotel, a grist mill, a blacksmith shop, and two saloons, Only two years later, Bozeman numbered 574
people, while Gallatin County boasted a Lotal population of 1,578, By the end of Bozeman's first significant building boom, the town had
evolved from "a dozen log cabins” in 1867 to a thriving community of roughly 800 residents only four years later

Bozeman's Townsite Phase was also marked by the establishment of a small, but influential pepulation of local African Amenicans.
Following the close ol the Civil War, a steady inckle of blacks pushed westward seeking new opportunities, Enlightencd whites, like John
Martin, editor of the Atchison (Kansas) Champion, encouraged the trend i January of 1865, asserting | “Give the Megrooa chanee to make
a man of iimself . Treat him as a human being and he will quicklv assert by his own capacities and exertions bus night 1o be regarded as
one ™ Following the approval of the Territorial Sulfrage Act on January 31, 1867, Black males in western temitones-—-including Montans-
-achieved voting nghts at least three years before the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment. That same vear, for example, two hundred
black men cast ballots i the Monlans territorial election of 18677 Accordmg 1o United State Census figires, a total of 183 blacks lived in
the Territory by | 870 4

The Mentana Territorial Census listed Samuel Lewis ps one of two blacks and three mulatios living m Bozeman in 1870, That vear, Lewis
estublished 2 thriving tonsorial business and capitalized on the significant growth and development that characterized Bozeman's late
Townsite phase. From the proceeds of this successtul venture, Lewis exerted a profound and lusting influence on Bozeman's built
enviromment. Unly lwo vears after us amval, Lewis’ personal estate was valued at $500, indical ing that he was unquestionably the most
prosperous black living i Bozeman and was likely far wealthier than most whites as well,” His 1896 obituary recalled that Lewis
“mtelligently and generously mvested all his savings in permanently improving and beautifving some piece of oround withun the limats of
the city. ™ Such industry was most significantly expressed in Bozemun's 1873- 1883 Village Phase of Development and, later, its [884-
1912 Civie Phase of Development.

Daviz Willsen Dinry, Seplember 9, 1866 A # 1070 Burlinganie Special Collections, Renne Library, Montana State Universty--
Bageman, Boseman, Montaunn

UMernll € Burlingame, Callatn County s Henitawe: A Century of Progres ( Togeman: Gallatn County Bwentennial Pubicaton, 1976

Y8 lcBnald 1984, | 240
T he questation is Trom Contan) lavler. I Search of the Bacial Frostier {SNew York W W Sorton and Cormpany, 19987, 105
"Houd. 125.

Phee 178 Burean ol the Census, Negro Populiimon i the Tinaed States; | 00-19 18 (W ashington: [¥ C Ciovermment Printing 1 8ce,
918 23 dboand 1 80 Borcaw of the Census, Statistce ol e Population of the mted St TR (Washinglon, 13 € Goveri) Pranting 0Ty,
372, 3

e Montana Territornal Corms fisr TRTH ooV ED D 30 The tidal viiloe ab personal astites Distedd Tor Boverman e FET0 was 519,715
Thuis, Tewan” personal estate comprosed slightlv more thial 2.5 percent o the fown s Wotal, 105 wortl et Dt mwst Toead residents did mob ¢ven s e
a e Disted i thus category il o few, such g Nelam Srors 51 el persital estate"s valuad al deveral hosand dullars The ampdoyment of vl
vive olher Black was Dsted on the 1570 cersmis, omd it wins of " domsestic seny ant

T sgraphs o he Buoerrum Barhee ™ vt Couner, April &, 1596



HPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approwal Mo, 1024-0018
{B-84%

United States Department of the Interior

Mitional Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 3 Lewas, Samuel, House FPag
Gallatin Counny, Montana

=

Samuel Lewis and Bozeman's Village Phase

The vears of early settlement, during which Bozeman had grown (o a town of approximately eight hundred residents, were followed by a
decade of continued growth and nsing expectations. The "Village Phase” represents for Bozemun the beginmings of urbanization, and
culmunated in the arrival of the transcontinentsl ratiroad and the incorporation of the City. During this period, Bozeman's economic hase
bueame seeure enough (o sustiin more permanent structures, including churches, schools, and other public buildings. Following the 1872-
73 construction of Boreman's first masonry structure-—-the Cooper-Black building ot 118-122 East Main Street--the community witnessed
the construction of several brick Victonan Commercial buildings on Mamn Street, which affirmed Bozeman's status as an established
regional trade center !

The relatively optimistic growth and development of commercial enterprises in this era 1s illustrated by the experience of Samuel Lewis
Shortly after his arrival in Boreman, Lewis erected a new business house on Main Street and by November of 1874, the Avant Courjer
noted that the barber had renovated fus salon, which was “slways in apple pie arder "#

Lewss also exerted a considerable influence in local residential development during Bozeman's Village Phase. By November of 1878, he
had established himselt' in Bozeman enough to begm work on building “two neat cottages on Templar (now 209 and 211 South Tracy
Avenue), nearly opposite residence of Dr G, W. Muonree ™ Following popular local building trends, Lewis' small but notable cottages
were of framne construction and featured Gothic ornamentation, such as reofiop cresting and finials, balustraded entries. and polvgonal bays
with paneled window aprons. Byron Vreeland—the 1alented local archatect-buslder whe was later responsible for such notable structures 1s
the original County Couwrthouse {1880); the East Side Schoal (1882-837 and the Cirv Hall and Opera House (T885-90)--was evertually
cmploved "to fimsh the new cotfages of 5 W, Lewis ™ Upon completion, Lewis’ rental cottages were oceupied by promiment local
cilizens: the Reverend Lewis, incoming rector of Saint James Fpiscopal Church, and Judge 5 W, Langhome * One of this pair of
crgmaily identical, 3 x T bay, jerkin head roofed [-houses sull retains its onginal Vietorian period detmlmg * By the Summer of 13580,
Lewiswas in the process of erecting "another neat residence on Templar” which featured the i Ditst mansacd rool in Bozeman "=

As the 1870s came to a close, Lewts was even far more olwviously the most suceessful person of color living in the Gallatin Valley
According to the territonal census, 346 Black or mulatto individuals were livang i Montana in 138, Of these, |6 blacks and 3 mulatwos
were listed as residing in Bozeman. As might be expected, the occupations listed for Bozeman's black commumty were of the lower sart,
mgludmg: servant, common laborer, hired man, laundress, firmer, and leamster.™  Most of these persons, ke Richard and Marv

P Danald 193412

HAvan Courier, November 13, 1874

P Avant Couner, Soverber 7, 1878

e M Dol PO 4] and Avant Courier, fuse 17, 1879

“Avant Courner, Julv F 1 PETY and Avant Cowrier, Sovember 27, 1870

B8 it S Prepartment of the Interiaor, Satonal Pk, Serviee, “Flistony Beonnces of Bosctiim, Sontars ' S48 i a0l
S Avam Cowerier. Toe |7, 1RSI and Avanl Courier, July 22, 1880

e Termitorial Censns ol LESOL 0 208 fe 26 amd theoghont the pepes seltsd o Boseman
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MeDonalkd, who restded near Lewis' rentals at 308 South Tracy, were fommer slaves ™ Amone, these peers, the successful mulatlo harher
fromm the West Indies clearly steod oot

By about 1880, Hozeman was becoming inereasingly optinistic that the Northern Pacific Rmlroad would soon connect the community with
the enstern states. As might be expected, numerous additions were surveved in anticipation of the growth the long-awaited transcontinental
wirald trigger. Chne of the first of these was the Lindley’s and Guy's Addition, which was platted in April of 1880,

In 1881, Lewis purchased Tots 10 and 11, Block A from Lindley and Guy und bepan construction of his residence al 308 South Bezeman
Avenue As onginallv constructed, Lewis’ property expressed a somewhat modest gable-fTont-ond-wings form [eaturing a polvgonal front
by with paneled window aprons. Lewis™ business, four rentals and dwelling were featired in an full-page etching m Leeson's 453
History ol Montana, as was a lengthy biography--good indications that the property and its industrious owner were quite prosperous and
well-renowned near the end of Bozeman's Village Phase™

The Samucl Lewis House and Bozeman's Civie Phase

Bozeman's | 884-1912 Civie Phase of Development brought numerous efforts at cultural refinement as well as économic and demographic
stabilization. The arrval of the Northern Paeific Ralroad in 1833 connected the region with markets in the thriving mming communitics of
Bute and Anaconda. as well as several of Montana's military instullations and Indisn reseevations. This advancement bolstered expectations
ol prospenty ameng local farmers, merchants and manufaciurers, and led to the cit’s meorporation Tater that same vear,

An FEE birds eve view of Bozeman documents the impact that the coming of the railrond had on lecal growth and development. Residential
netghborheods stretched several blocks on cither side of Main Street and neat, house-sized stacks of lumber—evidence of a thriving construction
ndustry--are elearly evident in several locations. In the Lindley’™s and Guyv™s Addition alone, nis Jess than fonmeen houses, including Samuel
Lewis® were built 1 just four vears. ™

Local opuimism waned somewhat in the mid 18805 untif Montana's 1889 attwmment of statchood served as impetus for o second, far more
pivotal surge in local development  Following local trends, Lewis began a substantial remedeling of his South Bozeman Avenue residence
in approximtely 1839 The wealthy burber and property owner transformed the house into a fine example of the Cueen Anne Sivle and applied
exuberant and tmeitul embelhshments wath distinetve Bastlake omamentation, sneluding carved wood brackets, tumed porch columns, paneled
bargebuoands, abacus-like spindle friezes, Inttice work, and sunburst applique enrchmen!

Adthough virtually nonesestent as oo stvlstie inflluenes on other butldings 1n Hoseman, the Bastloke Stvle was especially popular in the San
Franciseo ared, where Lewis had resided mothe 18505 Lewis’ remede] may have also been substantially inttuenced by the Victonan An
Muvemenl which, by the 13605 had been popularized to the extent that Charles Esstluke's Hints on Household Taste becamne o best-seller,
running a full sis ediions i Amenca alooe, Edmonia Tewis” probable association with the growing Acsthetie Movement may also have
influenced the tastes of her less famous hrotwer

e "Nlrw, Fisher Tells Fammiby istory, St has Sany Fannly Heelooms, ™ The Giallatm Tribome and Paelerade doumal, Sogust 27, 1950,
Foand Luerlle W Thempson, ' Farly MMontoms Negro Proneers: Soeg and U rsorey ™ Sontans Bnsikess Uuaretly (Sumamer | 972), Weef 2

hew Mkl A Leweson ] sty ol Montane: | 730-1 585 (Chacapes: Woarmer, Heers wnd Cospany, TRES) 253 and 1141 Lewmmay be
the oty sos-white featired 0 Lewan s Hastory Faor certain, mo person ol aolar s festuned more prossest |y

U 11 Stoner, Hards Eve View of Bozemnn, Monc, PSS Counly Seat ol Callabm ot preserted s supploment b the Avane
Uvaarrer. Jarnary 1, | 8384
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Thus; i all likelihood, Lewis's decrsion o favor the heavy, three-dimensional decorative elements of the Fastlake Swvle was a conscious altempl
1o evake an urban grandeur and sophistication, while also communicating a certain status not conveyed by the more modest and vernacular
onginal structure = In 1890, Lewis completed his "handsome and commiodious brick residence, fronting on Bozeman Street,” with its “beautitul
lawn and shade trees” which, sccording to Miller's An Ilustrated History of the State of Montana, formed “one of the most delightful homes
in the city."™

Not Surprisingly, Lewis's substantial improvements came al a time when the City of Bozeman as a whole was undergoing a dramatic face-lift
during its srnbitious |889-1893 hid 1o become the State Capital. In an effort to impress Montuna voters belore an 1892 special election, area
promioters apgressively set out to ransform Bozeman into a mere cosmopolitan urban environment. Local residents erected several promment
pubhe and private buildings in the vears mmediately following the declaration of statehood, including the impressive City Hall and Opera House
{1850}, the Gothie-styled Samt James Episcopal Church (1890-91), the Bozeman Hotel ( 1881-92), and the Gothie-style City Fligh Schoolic.
1892). Notable local residences such as the Julia Martin House (1892) at 419 Seuth Grand Avenue were also erected in this perod.

Hesudes these aspining projects, Bozeman also witnessed other sigmiticant steps toward sophistication between 1889 and 1892 Community
boundaries were olfictally extended into surrounding farmlands in an effort to make the town look larger on paper than 1t was m actuality.
"Capntal Hill Addition” was platted n 1890, and South Eighth Avenuc was laid out as a boulevard leading up to the ntended site of the capitol.
Eleetric hights were mstalled on the City's main thoroughfares i 1891 and an extensive local streetear service was established the following
year. A new brek passenger depot was also constructed by the Northern Pacific Ralroad at 829 From Strect in 18927

Although Bozeman lost us bid for the capatal 1w Helena, local residents were not discouraged following their defeat. The cantest attracted o
ereat deal of favorable attenuon 1o Bozeman and the money spent was by no means wasted. Evidence supporting this conclusion can be found
m the fset that Bezeman's population mereased from 2,143 m 1890 1o 4,000 by the time the capital question was settled, just two vears later
Such dramatic growth enabled Bozeman to quickly become ene of the leadmg cities of the state and almost certainly had an influence m
Bozeman's selection as-the site of the College of Agriculure and Mechanic Asts in 1893,

When Samuel Lewss dhed i late March of 1896, hus lengthy abituary in Bozeman's Avant Couner emphasized s unusual accomplishments,
especially for a person of color, Perhups struggling to explain the profound influence of a mulatto man. the Courter noted that “Although he
was generally knowit as 'the eolored barber’ Sam Lewis was very much of a white man. He was white in his enfire muke up—physteslly,
soctally, miellectually, moratlv-and the best citizéns of Bozeman were his firm fricnds and constant patrons,” The nuewspaper wenk on o noke
that Lews had "always bome a full citizens part i all the material siruggles and burdens incident (o the development of the country’s resources
and the permanent growth and beautifying of our beautiful Jitde cay ™ Al the tme of his death, Lewis” estale was estimated to be worth at legst
£235,000—a fortune unparalleled by other persons of Afrcan decent Teving in Bozeman at that tme, and, quite Tikelv, Montana as a whole *

e Historne Beceman and Gallatis County, Momtana & Selt Chusded Tusr, 308 South Hozeman™ 1351,

A e L5 376
MEE Daerek Strabm D D e e Cagtal,” Hefibape Preservialion S ews, Sumner Fall 1994, 1-2

"Thaal, 143

"B “Thography o “the Becoman Hacher Sae W Lewis Elis remarkabe Persomal Bristort Dl and Dreath o0 a Colored Pionder whiose
Frices werg Lewion™ vt Coutier { Bzermian il Apnd i, 1896, 2
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Architectural Significance:

The Samued Lewis House is an outstunding example of the Queen Anne Stvle with Castlake decorative delails within the context of Bozeman's
historie architecture. The Bozeman Mistoric Resouree Survey (1984) evaluated approximately 3000 buildings within the original townsile
boundanes, The survey report identficd two residential examples of the Queen Anne Style wath Eastlake detils when comparing residential
architeeture with the "exuberant™ commercial architecture of Main Street. The Lewis House's Eastlake details are more pronounced than the
other example (Georpe Flanders House) and 5 today, the finest example of the style remaining m Boyeman

The heavy, vversized clements characteristic of Eastlake omamentation are especially evident in the entrv porch and front gable. The wood
lurmed posts of the porch are deeply cul. The low spring poaint of the arch adds to therr squat, stocky appearance. Other common features of
Eastlake ornamentation are he oversized abacus-like spindle work in the front gable, the deeply recessed panels of the barge basrds. the rounded
rafter tails, and the double-hung windows with stained glass transoms, and the stvlized carved wood brackets at the canted cormers

The house gans additional architectural sipruficance for the retention of histone interior features  These melude vnmnal wosdwork throughout
the house in the form of paneled doors, decorative dour and window frames, wumscoung, and baschoards, as well as pine and oak wood plank
floonng. The man access to the second story, a return star wath a landing, exhibats a series of turned balusters that form a delicate balustrade
that ends on the ground floor with a decorative capped newel pest. The front entry features omate cornice moldings.  The man parlor retans
a distinctive hand-pamted water-based fresco, daung from the 1859-1890 remadeling.
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