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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.  
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  _Beavertown Historic District  __________________________  
Other names/site number: _Erickson Ranch/_____________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      __       N/A                                                                          __________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: __ Four Miles South of Jefferson City                             _____ 
City or town:  Jefferson City    State: __MT_______ County: _Jefferson    

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  _X_statewide           ___local  
  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X  A             ___B           _X_C           _X_D         
 

 
 MT State Historic Preservation Officer   

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 
criteria.  

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

X X
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
  
Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 

  

X

 

  

  

 

 

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____6_______   ____________  buildings 

 
____  4_______   ____________  sites 
 
_____2_______   ____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
____12_______   _____________  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____N/A____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular): stage station 
 _DOMESTIC: hotel, single dwelling, secondary structure 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE: storage, agricultural field, animal facility, agricultural 
outbuilding_______ 

 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 VACANT/Not in Use_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _No Style___________   
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: WOOD: log, single, weatherboard, STONE, 
CONCRETE 
 

 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
The Beavertown Historic District sits in a broad valley about 250 feet west of Beavertown Creek, 
a tributary of Prickly Pear Creek. The district is located at the northern base of the Boulder Hill, 
about three miles south of Jefferson City, Montana. The Interstate-15 frontage road (formerly US 
Highway 91), Interstate 15, and the abandoned Helena, Boulder Valley & Butte/Great Northern 
Railway grade run north-south to the east and are visible from the property. Faded remnants of 
the old Virginia City to Helena Road are discernable on the hillside south of the property; the 
road makes a sharp turn to the east to pass in front of the original stage station. Cultivatable land 
to the south was and continues to be used to graze cattle. The Beavertown Historic District 
encompasses approximately 15.7 acres and sits on privately owned land.  
 
The Beavertown Historic District includes six buildings, four sites, and two structures. Four of 
these resources relate to the district’s initial use as a stage station from 1865 to circa 1890 and 
include: the original stage station, hotel, horse barn, and a segment of the Prickly Pear and 
Virginia City Wagon Road. These resources were later used when the district transitioned to a 
cattle ranch that operated from circa 1906 to 1972. Additional resources introduced during the 
district’s later use as a ranch in the twentieth century include: an icehouse/blacksmith shop, 
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granary, partially collapsed outbuilding, collapsed root cellar, collapsed privy, corral, and ditch. 
The landscape/circulation is considered a contributing site to both periods of significance.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
The Beavertown Historic District sits at the northern base of Boulder Hill, about three miles 
south of the town of Jefferson City, Montana. The presence of nearby Beavertown Creek and the 
associated broad valley undoubtedly influenced use of the site by early travelers during the 
Precontact period and later by Euro-Americans, as evidenced by the Beavertown Stage Station. 
Although the valley now displays years of use as a transportation corridor, at the time of the 
stage station’s operation the only road in the valley was the Virginia City to Helena Road—faded 
remnants of which remain discernable on the hillside south of the property and east in front of 
the original stage station.  
 
The property sits in a valley of the Elkhorn Mountains and the hills to the west are within the 
mineral rich Boulder Batholith. The arrival of prospectors searching the area for copper, gold, 
and silver lodes in 1864 led to the desultory development of mines from 1864 until the early 
twentieth century. 
 
The Beavertown Historic District consists of 12 resources, including: original stage station, hotel 
(residence after 1906), horse barn, icehouse/blacksmith shop, partially collapsed outbuilding, 
granary, collapsed privy, collapsed root cellar, corral, ditch, and historic road segment. The 
original stage station, hotel, and horse barn are associated with the property’s function as a stage 
station from 1865 to about 1890. The remaining resources were built after 1906 when the district 
entered its next, and second period of significance as a ranch. These resources include the 
icehouse/blacksmith shop, granary, partially collapsed building, collapsed root cellar and privy. 
The landscape/circulation is counted as a contributing site. The property is strewn with modern 
and historic debris.  
 
Beavertown Stage Station (one contributing building, 1865) 
The original stage station is a two-bay, steeple-notched log building with a shed roof clad in 
aluminum newsprint plates. The 17 by 31-foot building faces south toward the old Virginia City-
Helena Road. Logs engaged in the north and south walls delineates the two bays. Purlins 
consisting of logs span the building’s length and support a milled lumber roof deck on the east 
bay, and a roof structure of utility pole crossarms on the west bay. Both bays display horizontally 
oriented window openings west of single man doors. Openings lack windows or doors except the 
easternmost door opening, which contains a door made of milled lumber. The east elevation has 
a single window opening.  
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Horse Barn (one contributing building, 1865) 
The horse barn is a 33 by 57-foot three-bay log building that sits on a dry-laid stone foundation, 
immediately west and upslope of the corral and building cluster. Log corners of the south and 
central bays exhibit steeple notching, and the north bay’s logs display lap joints. The south and 
central bays’ roofs are collapsed. The intact 38 by 35-foot north bay represents a more recent 
addition. Salvaged, creosote-treated utility posts comprise the walls, and utility pole crossarms 
support the low-slope, corrugated metal-clad, north-sloping roof.  
 
Fenestration in the east wall includes centered bay doors of vertical boards flanked by a single 
window opening to each side in the center bay; the south window opening holds framing for a 
six-light, single sash window, suggesting the northern opening held a similar unit. Openings in 
the south bay east wall include two symmetrically placed window openings, the southern 
opening retaining the original six-light framing with two intact glass panes. An oversized entry 
that lacks a door provides ingress through the east wall of the north bay. The south elevation of 
the barn contains paired doors of wood planks flanked by a single window to each side; partial 
six-light window framing remains in the east opening. The west elevation of the central bay 
holds a lone six-light window and the addition holds paired six-by-six slider windows.  
 
The construction style and appearance of the two southern bays suggest the building functioned 
as the horse or tack barn for the stage station and likely dates to 1865. The obviously later 
construction of the north bay, though prior to 1950, indicates its association with the later ranch 
operations of the property and not the stage station.  
 
Beavertown Hotel/Residence (one contributing building, 1873) 
Built in about 1873, the hotel/residence functioned as a hotel from circa 1873 to circa 1890 and 
as the ranch residence from about 1906 to 2005. The one-and-a-half story vernacular style 
building is centered in a domestic yard landscaped with a low wood retaining wall, separate wire 
and wood picket fences, and lilac bushes that border the east front yard. Dying deciduous trees 
occupy the area to the north and west.  
 
The 27 by 35-foot side gable building is oriented north-south and faces east. A 14 by 27-foot, 
full-width, wood frame shed addition projects off the west rear wall. The main structure bears on 
a stone foundation and the addition sits on a concrete foundation. The construction date of the 
addition is unknown. A half-wall single-story, shed-roof porch is centered on the east facade, 
sheltering the primary entry. Square interior brick chimneys puncture the wood shingle-clad 
roof’s ridge at the north and south ends. Chimneys display remnants of corbeling at their top. 
Windows throughout the building have been broken by vandals and the muntins partially or 
completely destroyed. The walls are clad with simple drop flat profile siding with corner boards, 
except for a small ground floor section of the north wall which displays pressed particle board. 
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All door and window trim, frieze board, and corner boards are flat stock. Cove trim marks the 
wall-to-eave transition, and the roof fascia presents an ogee profile trim. These same flat stock 
trim and eave details carry through to the south, west, and north elevations of the house’s two-
story portion. 
 
The primary entry is central to the east façade and topped with a transom. Four square wood 
posts and two wood pilasters, all with stop chamfering, support the porch and railing comprised 
of 1-inch-thick boards nailed to a 2 by 1-inch top and bottom rail. Symmetrically placed single, 
two-over-two windows flank the porch and entrance.  
 
The north and south elevations of the main structure feature two openings in the upper story and 
ground floor. The openings display different degrees of vandalism though both likely held two-
over-two units. One of the north wall window openings partially holds a two-light sliding unit. A 
single off-set attic vent also appears near the gable on both the south and north elevations.  
 
A full width shed roof addition covers the rear (west) façade of the old hotel and bears on a 
concrete foundation. Allen Tomkins, the current owner of the property, estimates the addition 
was built in the 1930s. Asphalt shingles sheath the shed roof. The original exterior cladding is 
missing and felt paper covers portions of the addition’s walls. Where present, this paper often 
overlays 1-inch-thick boards. The primary entry to the addition is through a central partially-
boarded-over opening in the west wall, which holds a wood door with an infilled window 
opening. A two-light sliding window appears on each side of the door opening. The north 
addition elevation displays a single horizontal window opening.  
 
Icehouse/Blacksmith Shop (one contributing building) 
The icehouse/blacksmith shop is an 18 by 35-foot shed-roof, post-and-beam structure. Lodgepole 
rafters support the roof. The shop stands about 47 feet west of the hotel/residence and faces 
south. The log posts that support the walls rest on individual stones. An interior log wall 
separates two equally sized bays, exteriorly delineated by differences in the south façade’s 
cladding. The open east bay was built as an icehouse and lost its cladding on its south wall at 
some point; the enclosed west bay housed a forge. Board-and-batten siding originally comprised 
the cladding, though many of the battens are now missing. Corrugated metal over wood shingles 
covers the roof.  
 
Exterior openings in the forge’s south elevation include twin single-light-over-one-panel man 
doors and out-swinging cargo bay doors of diagonal lumber. A single two-light sash occupies the 
west elevation’s sole opening. The icehouse’s open south elevation displays four vertical 
logs/posts with horizontal logs/posts fastened to them. The icehouse’s east elevation holds twin 
cargo bays, each with paired vertical board doors.  
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Partially Collapsed Outbuilding (one contributing building, circa 1906) 
A partially collapsed shed roof building sits about 70 feet southwest of the icehouse/blacksmith 
shop, and adjacent and east of the granary. The 8 by 11-foot structure faces east. The building’s 
collapsed roof displays lodgepole pine rafters and log purlins. The building is comprised of what 
appear to be 8 by 12-foot sawmill-produced railroad ties. The ties at the southeast corner of the 
structure feature dovetail notching. The east façade exhibits a near-floor-to-ceiling central 
opening with an adjacent framed window opening. The south elevation also contains a framed 
window opening central to the wall. The east end of the north elevation contains an entry that 
holds a wood plank door. The function of this remains a mystery.  
 
Granary (one contributing building, pre-1930) 
The 9 by 13-foot studs-out front gable granary sits on stacked logs and wood piers. The studs 
measure 2 by 4 inches, and the interior walls consist of horizontal boards. Remnants of rolled 
asphalt roofing clad the roof. Access occurs via an opening on the front, north façade. The 
property owner believes the granary was built prior to 1930.  
 
Collapsed Privy (one contributing site, pre-1948) 
The mostly-collapsed one-hole privy is located about 15 feet west of the icehouse/blacksmith 
shop. The privy appears to have been a shed roof structure that opened to the south. Walls were 
constructed from 1-inch-thick vertical boards. The hotel/residence received indoor plumbing 
after 1948, suggesting the privy was built prior to that year.  
 
Collapsed Root Cellar (one contributing site, circa 1906) 
A collapsed root cellar lies about 55 feet west of the hotel/residence. The cellar measures 
approximately 15 feet in diameter and consists of a low mound covered with weeds, wood, and 
dumped debris.  
 
Corral (one contributing structure, circa 1906-1972) 
A log corral oriented east and west stands west of the icehouse/blacksmith shop and north of the 
stage station. The badly dilapidated corral has lacked maintenance since at least 2005. The north 
side of the corral consists primarily of vertical log posts. The railings and panels have fallen or 
remain barely affixed to the posts.  
 
Ditch (one contributing structure, pre-1948) 
Approximately 100 feet of a shallow ditch runs through the historic district. According to the 
current property owner, the gravity-fed ditch once carried water to the hotel/residence. The ditch 
measures 2.5 feet wide and 1.5 feet deep and fades out about 130 feet south-southwest of the 
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stage station. The timing of the ditch’s construction remains unknown , but likely occurred prior 
to 1948 with the introduction of interior plumbing to the hotel/residence by Edwin Erickson.  
 
Prickly Pear and Virginia City Toll Road Segment (one contributing site, 1865) 
The site consists of a 1,054-foot segment of the Prickly Pear and Virginia City Wagon Road 
(also referred to as the Virginia City-Helena Road). The segment within the district begins about 
750 feet southwest of the horse barn and follows the contour of the base of the mountain in a 
northeast direction for about 352 feet. The road continues northeast about another 385 feet across 
a pasture and then curves to the southeast where it follows a straight alignment for 317 feet until 
it terminates at the intersection of a ranch road. The two-track road averages about eight feet in 
width with the tracks three feet apart. Some minor road cuts occur where the road conforms to 
the base of the mountains.  
 
Landscape (one contributing site) 
The arrangement of features within the Beavertown Historic District reflects the area’s historic 
use. Buildings and structures, for the most-part, group within proximity of each other, the only 
exception being the location of the horse barn upslope to the west. After the stage station and 
horse barn were constructed, the larger wood frame two-story hotel was built to serve the 
increasing clientele from the stage. The placement of the buildings allowed for easy access to the 
historic stage road which came up from the southwest and then turned east to parallel the 
alignment of the buildings. Subsequent construction occurred during the second period of 
significance as more buildings and structures rose to meet the demands of the ranch.  
 
Portions of the historic circulation pattern remain visible on aerial photographs including 
sections of the historic stage road. Other visible two-tracks reflect circulation associated with the 
later use of the property as a ranch.  
 
The land to the north and south of the building cluster within the floodplain of Beavertown Creek 
served as pasture and to raise crops. The nearby hills to the west provided lumber, and 
Beavertown Creek to the east supplied fresh water for both humans and stock. Sage and grasses 
dominate much of the surrounding landscape, except where riparian vegetation occurs along the 
creek.  
 
Two individual power poles that provided electricity to the residence stand south of the building 
cluster. Neither are included as contributing resources to the district.  
 
Integrity 
The Beavertown Historic District retains a moderate to high level of integrity. The historic 
district admirably represents its two periods of significance: first as a stage station from 1865 
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until 1890, and later as a working cattle ranch from 1906 to 1972 (cattle ranching continued until 
2005). The resources remain in their original locations and have not been modified or altered 
since at least the 1950s. The arrangement of the earliest resources along the original historic road 
that ran between Virginia City and Helena provides for a strong sense of integrity of feeling and 
association. The property generally orients toward the old road and not toward old US Highway 
91, the primary route through the area beginning in the 1910s. The three buildings associated 
with the initial period of significance—the stage station, horse barn, and hotel/residence—retain 
very good integrity. The stage station stands little changed since 1865 and, indeed, matches 
closely Mark Twain’s description of a stage station he visited on the Overland Trail in 1861. The 
associated horse barn still stands, as does a wood frame hotel built about 1873. Other buildings 
or structures added during the second period of significance display varying levels of integrity, 
but all still convey their historic use. The Beavertown Historic District easily demonstrates sound 
integrity of workmanship, design, and materials. No significant changes to the property have 
occurred for decades. The setting has been somewhat diminished by the presence of Interstate 15 
to the east, though little of the Interstate itself is visible from the district. The presence of the 
Interstate, the original highway, and earlier railroad underscores the importance of the area as an 
historic transportation corridor.  
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
  

X

X

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 
Beavertown Historic District  Jefferson County, Montana 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 12 
 

 
Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
TRANSPORTATION  
AGRICULTURE__  _  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  

  
 

Period of Significance 
_1865-1890_________ 
_1906-1972_________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
  1865, 1873, 1906,____  
 1920_______________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Rufus King Emerson/Builder (1865)_ 
 Sam Getts/Builder (circa 1873) 
 Frank O. Erickson/Builder (1906-1937)_  
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 

The Beavertown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
under criteria A and C at a state and local level of significance. The area where the district sits 
has likely been used as a transportation corridor for thousands of years, dating back to the 
Precontact period. However, the year 1865 witnessed the establishment of the Beavertown Stage 
Station (the Beavertown Historic District), an important stop on the Virginia City to Helena 
Road until 1890, the end of the district’s first period of significance. The original stage station, 
horse barn, hotel, and road segment represent that period on the property. The original stage stop 
buildings reflect the vernacular architecture of such stops, not only in the Montana Territory, but 
elsewhere in the early west. In Mark Twain’s Roughing It, he describes a nearly identical stage 
station built around the same time. The second period of significance extends from 1906 to 1972 
when the district’s use transitioned to homesteading, and was managed and operated as a ranch 
by a single family for over 50 years. Additional vernacular resources were added to the property 
during this period as the ranch evolved. The property retains a high degree of integrity of 
location, feeling, setting, and association through both periods of significance. All of the 
buildings on the property stand in their original locations, with the stage station buildings 
oriented toward the Virginia City to Helena Road, acknowledging the road’s role in the origins 
and history of the property. Construction and material selection for all the buildings, regardless 
of period of significance, display their rustic and vernacular origins—log, wood frame, and 
railroad tie. Workmanship, design, and materials remain clearly on display. The original 
Beavertown mining camp likely lies just east and within the defined Beavertown Historic 
District National Register boundary. Future archaeological testing may support this contention. 
Such archaeological investigations could also potentially shed light on the earliest use of the 
property by precontact peoples.  
 
The property displays two periods of significance. The earliest is associated with its use as a 
stage station, begins in 1865 and extends to 1890, when the station ceased operations. The 
second period of significance begins in 1906 when the property was occupied and eventually 
homesteaded by Frank O. Erickson and his family, and ends in 1972, the end of the historic 
period. Significant dates include: 1865, the year the stage station was constructed; 1873, the year 
the wood frame hotel was constructed; 1906, the year the Erickson’s arrived to homestead the 
property; and 1920, the year Frank Erickson received the fee patent title to the homestead. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Expanded Statement of Significance Summary Paragraphs 
The Beavertown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) under Criterion A for its association with the early transportation history of Montana 
from 1865 to 1890 and its later association with the agricultural history in Jefferson County. The 
area around the Beavertown stage station originated as a mining camp in 1864, but a year later, 
in 1865, achieved status as a stage stop on the Prickly Pear and Virginia City Wagon Road (aka 
the Virginia City to Helena Road) toll road. Stagecoaches stopped regularly en route north or 
south over the steep Boulder Divide. The station provided meals and, after 1873, 
accommodations for travelers. The Prickly Pear and Virginia City Wagon Road provided a 
connection to Helena in the Prickly Pear Valley and, ultimately, Fort Benton, a steamboat port on 
the upper Missouri River. That the stage station would soon play an important role in the early 
transportation history of the state is evidenced by the location of Beavertown being called out on 
the first map of Montana Territory in 1864. Traffic increased after Helena became the territorial 
capital in 1874, spurring the stage stop proprietor at the time to construct a more substantial 
wood frame building that provided meals and accommodations. The stage station continued to be 
important to the delivery of supplies and passengers to the territory until just after the arrival of 
the Montana Central Railroad’s Butte branch in 1888. Thereafter, the station declined in 
significance until beginning its second life as a cattle ranch from around 1906 to 2005.  
 
The Beavertown Historic District is also eligible for listing in the National Register under 
Criterion C for its vernacular architecture, which illustrates early log and frame building 
techniques on the western frontier. In addition, the property structures incorporate the use 
railroad ties as a medium for building construction, underscoring the use of non-traditional 
locally available materials during the second period of significance. Not only do the materials 
remain intact, but so does the historic configuration and resource footprints. The original stage 
station, built in 1865, matches descriptions of other stations built around the same time, 
specifically in Mark Twain’s Roughing It. The other features associated with the historic 
district’s use as a stage station also retain a high degree of architectural integrity and appear as 
when originally built, albeit, with some degradation from the elements. The presence of the 
intact road segment further strengthens the stage station’s raison d'être. The resources in the 
district associated with the later period of significance when the property transitioned to a ranch 
also retain varying but sufficient levels of integrity to appreciate the district’s history and 
evolution. Many of the resources from both periods of significance stand little changed since 
their construction.  
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Precontact History 
The location of the Beavertown Historic District likely witnessed the presence of humans since 
prehistoric groups initially entered what is now called Montana over 12,000 years ago. To date, 
no specific temporal information has been recovered regarding periods of use; however, limited 
testing of the property indicates the presence of precontact peoples. The National Register-listed 
Stone Hill Springs Historic District lies about 24 miles to the southeast.1  Occupation of this 
property spans roughly from 3500 B.P to 119 B.P. suggesting a similar period of use could have 
occurred at the Beavertown Historic District. Additional and more intensive testing of the 
property could potentially lead to an addendum to this nomination that focuses on the Criterion 
D potential of the property. Changes in climate over thousands of years necessitated groups to 
adapt to different areas and hundreds of different Native American groups emerged throughout 
the continent. Groups including the Blackfeet, Shoshone, Nez Perce, and Crow moved through 
the area of the Beavertown Historic District seasonally. By the late eighteenth century, the 
Blackfeet established their homeland on the eastern slopes of the Rockies, deep into north-central 
and southern Montana.2   
 
Gold! 
The Beavertown stage station is located near the headwaters of Prickly Pear Creek on the north 
side of the divide, between the creek valley and the Boulder Valley. William Clark called the 
stream Pryor’s Creek in July 1805. He wrote, “passed a butifull [sic] creek on the std. side this 
eveng…. I call after Sgt. [Nathaniel] Pryor ….”3 By 1860, John Mullan identified the water by 
the name Prickly Pear Creek. The name likely originated from fur trappers and traders operating 
in the region as they traveled through the valley from their expeditions to the trading posts on the 
upper Missouri River.4  
 
In July 1862, five prospectors discovered gold on Grasshopper Creek, about 155 miles south of 
the Prickly Pear Creek valley. The gold strike sparked a stampede from Idaho, Colorado, and 
California that brought several hundred prospectors, miners, and businesses into the remote 
region and gave rise to the mining camp of Bannack. Within weeks of the discovery, Bannack 
neared a population of around 500 people and boasted a town replete with dry goods stores, meat 
markets, grocers, and a variety of services to the miners. As with most stampedes, many 

 
1 Listed September 5, 2017, NR #SG100001569.  
2 Doris Avery, The Modern Hotel National Register nomination (listed December 22, 2011, NR #11000951), on file at the 
Montana State Historic Preservation Office.  
3 Gary E. Moulton, ed. The Definitive Journals of Lewis & Clark: From Fort Mandan to Three Forks, vol. 4 (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2002), 405.  
4 John Mullan, Report on the Construction of a Military Road from Fort Walla‐Walla to Fort Benton, Reprint of 1863 report, 

(Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1994), 25. 
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prospectors arrived too late to acquire paying placer claims and began to search for new 
bonanzas.5  
 
At about the same time as the gold strike on Grasshopper Creek, a group of 130 immigrants 
under the command of Captain James Fisk set out from Fort Abercrombie in Dakota Territory 
with the intention of crossing the northern Great Plains to Fort Benton, a steamboat port on the 
upper Missouri River and the eastern terminus of the recently completed Mullan Road. The 
wagon road provided a connection between the steamboat port and Fort Walla Walla in the 
Pacific Northwest. News of the gold strike at Grasshopper Creek drew many of the immigrants 
of the Fisk train to Bannack. Many others opted to try their luck prospecting in the region or 
going to the Deer Lodge valley. One small group from the Fisk train stopped at a promising site 
(about 14 miles north of Beavertown Historic District) on Prickly Pear Creek in the summer of 
1862 and began mining the gravels. Although a marginal strike, within a few weeks a few 
hundred people mined the placers and lived in a small camp called Prickly Pear. Two years later, 
in September 1864, the miners renamed the camp Montana City. At its height in 1864, Montana 
City consisted of 15 to 20 cabins, a log store, and a butcher shop. Within a year or so, however, 
the placers played out and the miners moved on to Helena and other mining camps in the area.6 
 
Beavertown Mining Camp 
Beavertown originated as a hard rock mining camp and—because of its location—became a 
stage station on the Prickly Pear and Virginia City toll road. Pennsylvania native Milo 
Cortwright came to Montana from California in 1863. In 1864, Cortwright, George Horne, 
William Insly, and W. Hopkins discovered promising gold, silver, and copper-bearing lodes in 
the mountains west of Beavertown Creek on the north side of the Boulder Divide. The mother 
lode proved elusive to the men, and by February 1965 the Montana Post reported the camp was 
anything but prosperous:  
 

After crossing the range, the first town you reach is Beavertown, the [center] of the early 
discoveries – a small cluster of cabins which appears to have entirely stopped growing. Near 
this town is the celebrated Cortright [sic] lode, which as yet appears to be the richest lode yet 
discovered, perhaps because a deep shaft has been sunk down fifty feet. Many other lodes are 
considered by the owners equally rich.7 

 

 
5 Merrill G. Burlingame, The Montana Frontier, (Helena: State Publishing Co., 1942), 84, 85‐87; Don Spritzer, Roadside 
History of Montana, (Missoula: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1999), 228‐229; Michael P. Malone, Richard B. 

Roeder, and William L. Lang, Montana: A History of Two Centuries, Rev ed. (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 
1991), 65.  
6 Burlingame, The Montana Frontier, 134; Muriel Sibell Wolle, Montana Pay Dirt, (Athens, OH: Sage Books, 1963, 141‐142. 
7 “A Trip Through the New Mines,” The Montana Post, February 25, 1865.  
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The October 1864 census to determine the number of voting citizens in Montana Territory 
enumerated thirty-five male residents of Beavertown. The settlement was one of eight voting 
precincts in Jefferson County. The precinct’s election judges were Cortwright, Isaac Buck, and 
L. Sayle.8 
 
Just prior to the Montana Post article in January 1865, the territorial legislature authorized 
Cortwright, Horne, Insly, Hopkins, “and others” to form the Beaver Town Company on 160 
acres of land “now occupied by said … company.”9 Although many pundits agreed that the 
Cortwright Lode held promise, mining in the adjacent hills occurred off and on with 
disappointing results until the early twentieth century. The “town,” moreover, never amounted to 
anything more than a stage station. A correspondent for the Montana Post wrote in February 
1865 that Beavertown “seemed to be deserted” with “plenty of vacant cabins … to be found.” 
Another Montana Post correspondent wrote nine months later that Beavertown contained 
“fifteen to twenty houses” and that it claimed “no other attraction … than proximity to certain 
lodes – the discovery of which alone determined its location at so narrow and elevated a point on 
the gulch.” By 1867, the town was “passing rapidly back to its primitive condition.”10  The 
location of the mining camp is believed to lie on the east side and within the Beavertown 
Historic District boundary.  
 
With All This Gold We Need Roads! 
The discovery of gold on Alder Gulch in May 1863 nearly emptied Bannack. The stampede to 
the new diggings resulted in the establishment of Virginia City, Nevada City, Adobetown, and 
Junction City about 125 miles south of the Prickly Pear valley. An estimated ten thousand miners 
and business people lived and worked along the gulch. A major gold strike on Last Chance 
Gulch in July 1864 produced a stampede to the new placer mines and the formation of a new 
mining camp called Helena. Located between Alder Gulch and Fort Benton, the new settlement 
changed the travel dynamics in the region. Freight trains destined for Grasshopper Creek and 
Alder Gulch from Fort Benton utilized the Mullan Road (later rechristened the Benton Road) to 
the Deer Lodge valley and then moved south to the mining camps. With the founding of Helena 
in 1864, the freighters established a more direct route over the ancient aboriginal trail through the 

 
8 Federal US Census; “When Montana was Young,” The Anaconda Standard, January 21, 1906; “Local and Other Items,” 
The Montana Post, September 24, 1864; Acts, Resolutions and Memorials of the Territory of Montana, 586; “Election 

Precincts,” The Montana Post, October 22, 1864; “Local and Other Items,” The Montana Post, September 24, 1864. 
9 Acts, Resolutions and Memorials of the Territory of Montana, 586.  
10 “A Trip Through the New Mines,” The Montana Post, February 25, 1865; “From Prickly Pear,” The Montana Post, 

November 26, 1865. 
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Boulder and Prickly Pear Creek valleys to the Helena valley and thence to Fort Benton on the 
Benton Road.11  
 
In May 1864, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Organic Act that created Montana 
Territory. In October of that year, the territory’s citizens elected 20 men to represent them in the 
first territorial legislature held at Bannack. The session began on December 12, 1864, and 
adjourned on February 1, 1865. In addition to establishing the legal foundation of the new 
territory, the legislators also grappled with other significant issues, including the establishment of 
a transportation system. The lawmakers realized the importance of a good road network in the 
new territory, but how to fund it proved a difficult question. No property tax base existed to fund 
the system. Instead, the legislators hit upon the idea of licensing toll companies to create a road 
system for them. To that end, the legislators chartered 23 toll companies to construct and 
maintain a rudimentary transportation system in Montana.12 
 
On January 24, 1865, the legislature approved the license for the Prickly Pear and Virginia City 
Wagon Road Company to build and maintain a toll road from just north of Montana City south 
to Virginia City.13 Warren Gillette, James Kiskadden, and Evan Lewis were the licensees for the 
toll road. The legislature authorized the toll road for 10 years on the condition that the 
tollkeepers maintained the route in good condition. In return, the legislature authorized the men 
to charge three dollars per wagon drawn by two animals and a dollar for each additional pair. 
Horsemen paid 50 cents to use the road as did each pack animal and 25 cents per head of loose 
stock. A six-team stagecoach would pay five dollars to traverse the toll road. Toll gates were 
located near Montana City and in the canyon three miles southeast of Boulder. Three stage lines 
used the road: A. J. Oliver and Company, Gilmer and Salisbury Overland Stage Company, and 
Utah and Montana Stage Company.14  
 
Beavertown Stage Station 
Beavertown’s significance beginning in 1865 lay in its strategic location on the Prickly Pear and 
Virginia City Wagon Road, a toll road chartered by the first territorial legislature in January 

 
11 Jon Axline, Taming Big Sky Country: The History of Montana Transportation from Trails to Interstates, (Charleston, SC: 
The History Press, 2015), 21; Patricia M. Ingram, “Historic Transportation Routes Through Southwestern Montana,” 

(Dillon: Bureau of Land Management, 1976), 41.  
12 Burlingame, The Montana Frontier, 156; Malone, et al., Montana, 96‐98; Poll Lists for the Election of October 24, 1864 to 
Establish Montana as a Territory, (Helena: Montana Historical Society, 1987), np; Axline, Taming Big Sky Country, 25‐27. 
13 From Montana City, the road split into two toll roads that entered Helena from different directions. Acts, Resolutions and 
Memorials of the Territory of Montana Passed by the First Legislative Assembly, (Virginia City, M.T.: D. W. Tilton & Co., 

1866), 594‐595. 
14 From Virginia City to Fort Benton, a stagecoach would have to navigate through four toll roads and bridges at five dollars 
per segment. The trip would cost $20 or about $335 in 2022 dollars. Acts, Resolutions and Memorials of the Territory of 

Montana, 594‐595. 
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1865. The road served as the primary freight and stagecoach route between Alder Gulch and 
Helena with a connection to the Benton Road and a steamboat port on the upper Missouri River. 
The identity of who established the stage station remains unclear, but evidence suggests Ralph 
King Emerson. An undated article in the Montana Post stated, “the old proprietor of the 
Beavertown ranch after a long and earnest struggle has sold out to [Rufus King] Emerson and 
[Richard] Jeffries.” Emerson operated the Beavertown station in 1868 and is listed in the 1870 
census for Jefferson County as a “landlord.” His wife, Nettie, is listed as a “landlady” in the 
census. The July 1872 General Land Office map indicates that Beavertown consisted solely of a 
stage station that year.15 
 
In 1864, A. J. Oliver and Company established a stage line between Virginia City and Helena. 
Oliver sold out to Wells Fargo two years later in 1866. In 1865, Oliver stagecoaches ran tri-
weekly stagecoaches between the two mining camps. Each coach boasted a six-horse team to 
shorten the 125-mile, 14-hour trip between the camps. In 1869, Wells Fargo sold the route to 
Gilmer, Salisbury and Company, which operated the stage line until the early 1890s. Like most 
stagecoach companies, Oliver, Wells Fargo, and Gilmer and Salisbury built both change or 
swing stations, and home stations along their routes. Men and women under contract to the stage 
companies established change stations about every eight to 10 miles on the road. There, hostlers 
changed the stagecoach’s one, two, or three-span horse teams. At swing or home stations, located 
every 50 miles on the road, passengers could get out of the cramped and overcrowded coaches, 
buy a meal, and obtain lodgings for the night. The station keepers also changed horses at the 
stations.16  
 
The Beavertown stage station functioned as a home station on the Helena-Virginia City Road. 
The station keepers were not under contract to the stagecoach companies. Like other home 
stations, the Beavertown station proprietors consisted of a husband and wife. Rufus King and 
Nettie Emerson owned the station from circa 1864 to 1873, when they sold it to Sam and Kate 
Getts. The Getts in turn sold it to Alex and Nellie Lux (or Looks) in 1877. The Lux’s then sold it 
to Michael and Ann O’Connell, the last proprietors of the stage station, in 1879. 
 
Meals and accommodations at the home stations garnered much attention in regional 
newspapers. The fare in some stations could be dreadful. In 1872, Mark Twain wrote about a 
breakfast at a stage station on the Overland Trail in 1861 in his book, Roughing It. Twain 

 
15 The 1870 territorial census shows that Cortwright was working as a miner in the Whitlatch Mine in Unionville. Kathy 
Dyer, “Beavertown,” unpublished manuscript found in the Jefferson County‐History vertical file at the Montana Historical 

Society’s Research Center, Helena, Montana; 1870 Federal US Census.  
16 By 1872, Beaver Creek was known as Beavertown Creek, the name it still has today. Carlos Arnaldo Schwantes, Long 
Day’s Journey: The Steamboat & Stagecoach Era in the Northern West, (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999), 197, 

183, 185, 192, 283; “A. J. Oliver & Co.’s Express,” The Montana Post, January 6, 1865.  
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observed, “Our breakfast was before us, but our teeth were idle.”17 In 1876, the Utah and 
Montana Stage Company line, a subsidiary of the Gilmer and Salisbury Overland Stage 
Company, took special pride in the quality of the meals at its stations, including Beavertown: 
“The home stations, supplying meals to the public, are as a rule kept at their best, conspicuous 
among them being those at Beavertown, Whitehall, Estes, Pleasant Valley, Corbett’s, Harkness’ 
and Franklin.”18 Beavertown functioned as an unofficial home station, which provided 
passengers with meals and lodgings in addition to changing horse teams for the coaches. In 
March 1877, Alex Lux and his wife, Nellie, took over the operation of the Beavertown station 
from former stagecoach driver Sam and Kate Getts, who had operated the station since 1873 and 
likely built the hotel. Lumber used for the hotel construction could have been obtained locally 
from a sawmill that operated “…near Beavertown.”19  According to the Helena Independent, the 
Lux’s “understood how a hotel should be kept, and travelers are assured of receiving the most 
courteous attention.” During the couple’s tenure, the site not only functioned as a stage station, 
but also as an important local community gathering center.20 During their operation of the 
station, the Lux’s welcomed a daughter into their fold.21 
 
Michael O’Connell purchased the stage station from Alex Lux in April 1879, who then opened a 
new establishment on the Benton Road near Fort Shaw, north of Helena. Born in Ireland in 1828, 
O’Connell moved to Helena sometime in the early 1870s and worked as a carpenter. He moved 
to Beavertown shortly after buying the establishment in April 1879. O’Connell maintained the 
hostelry’s reputation for fine food and commodious lodgings. The Helena Weekly Herald 
reported that he would “keep a first-class station in every respect, and we venture the assertion 
that stage passengers will not get a better meal from here to railroad than will be served at the 
Beavertown station.” In 1880, Beavertown counted a population of 14, six members of 
O’Connell’s family (his wife, Ann, was the only woman in the community). Others living at 
Beavertown included a prospector, freighter, stock tender, laborer, teamster, two herders, and a 
mining engineer.22   
 
The winds of change began to blow for the Beavertown Stage Station in August 1886 when 
engineers for the Helena, Boulder Valley and Butte Railroad Company surveyed the route for a 

 
17 Mark Twain, Roughing It, (New York: Pocket Books, 2003), 20. 
18 “Our Trunk Line,” The Helena Weekly Herald, July 27, 1876. 
19 “Enoch Hodgson, Manufacturer of Lumber & Shingles,” Jefferson County Sentinel, December 24, 1866. 
20 Progressive Men of the State of Montana, (Chicago: A. W. Bowen & Co., 1902), 1558; “Beavertown Station,” The Helena 
Independent, March 29, 1877; 1880 US Census Records; “Letter from Pipestone,” The Helena Weekly Herald, May 4, 1876; 

“Notes by the Editor,” The Madisonian, December 15, 1877. 
21 “Born,” The Helena Weekly Herald, February 28, 1878.  
22 “Brevities,” The Helena Weekly Herald, April 10, 1879; “Short Stops,” The Helena Independent, April 4, 1879; “Pioneer of 

Indiana Passes Away in Helena,” The Butte Miner, March 17, 1909; 1880 Federal US Census.  
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new railroad that passed near the stage station. The proposed railroad, an unofficial subsidiary of 
the Northern Pacific Railway, provided a connection to the Northern Pacific’s main line east of 
Helena and terminated at Calvin, a station that served the silver mines at Elkhorn about 24 miles 
southeast of the Beavertown Stage Station. The company began construction of the railroad in 
October 1886 and completed the line to Calvin in November 1887. The Montana Central 
Railroad completed its line from Helena along Prickly Pear Creek over the Boulder hill to Butte 
in November 1888. With the completion of both railroads, the need for a stage station at 
Beavertown greatly declined.23  
 
The Beavertown Stage Station, 1890-1906 
Michael O’Connell owned the Beavertown Stage Station until March 1902 when he sold it to 
Martin Brown for $2,000. The station’s use from then until 1906 is unclear. For a short time 
beginning in 1897, the Beavertown Mining Association conducted mining operations on hard 
rock claims made by Cortwright and his associates in the 1860s. The company, headed by 
Michael O’Connell’s brother, John, along with Helena police chief John Grogan and police 
judge Ed Walker, obtained a lease and bond on five adjoining mining claims in the mountains 
west of Beavertown and spent a short time developing them before abandoning the effort in the 
first decade of the twentieth century. No mention of the Beavertown Mining Association occurs 
in newspapers after 1897.24 
 
Another venture attempted to retrieve the mineral wealth of the area beginning in 1906. The 
Jefferson-Montana Copper Mines Company based in Utah “…has taken over a group of 20 
quartz claims…located three miles south of Jefferson City…and oldtime (sic) placer camp and 
stage station, at a place now known as Beavertown…”25  Little mining news related to the 
Jefferson-Montana Copper Mines Company appeared thereafter, though smaller independent 
mining operations apparently still worked in the Beavertown area.  
 
Beavertown, 1906-1972 
The second period of significance for the Beavertown Historic District is associated with the 
property’s transition to a ranch. The period highlights the ownership of a ranch by a single 
family through years of undoubtedly good times and bad. This later period of significance is 
associated with the Erickson family and stems from the oldest piece of legislation associated 
with distributing public land in the United States. Similar to many ranches and farms across 

 
23 “Three Hours from Helena to Butte by Rail,” The Helena Weekly Herald, August 19, 1886; Donald B. Robertson, 

Encyclopedia of Western Railroad History, volume 2 (Dallas: The Taylor Publishing Company, 1991), 315, 318, 322.  
24 “Boulder Doings,” The Anaconda Standard, March 19, 1902; “Mining Progress,” The Helena Independent, December 24, 
1897.  
25 “Utah Money For Jefferson County,” The Basin Progress, May 19, 1906. 
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Montana, Beavertown stands as a testament to family enterprises that remained in a single 
family’s possession throughout its entire period of use.  
 
The Ericksons 
In 1906, Frank O. Erickson moved to the SE¼ NW¼ of Section 24, Township 7 North, Range 4 
West that incorporated the site of the Beavertown Stage Station in Jefferson County. Born in 
Sweden in July 1864, Frank immigrated to the United States in 1882.26 He was in Montana 
Territory by 1887 and worked a few years as a miner before taking a job as superintendent of the 
Grey Eagle Mine at Basin.27  In 1897, Frank worked in Wickes, Montana.28  He married Hedvig 
Maria Hager Bengtsdotter in Helena the same year.29 Hedvig, born in 1872, immigrated to the 
United States from Sweden in 1894.30  She lived in Iron Mountain, Michigan, before moving to 
Marysville, Montana in 1896. By 1900, Frank served as a mine foreman.31  During their time in 
Wickes, the couple welcomed the first of seven children, Benedict Oscar Erikson (sic) in 1898.32  
Three additional sons and one daughter also arrived during their time in Wickes.  
 
For reasons unknown, Frank left the mining business and moved the family to the abandoned 
Beavertown Stage Station to homestead in 1906.33  That the three stage station buildings 
remained, and probably still in decent condition, likely proved quite attractive to the family in 
their selection of the property. Frank was undoubtedly aware of Beavertown and the potential of 
the area for ranching due to his previous work in Basin, approximately 10 miles southwest of 
Beavertown (as the crow flies), and later in Wickes, less than 3 miles west. The presence of the 
three buildings eliminated the need for the family to begin, literally from the ground up, 
construction of housing needed for their family. The acquisition of the Beavertown property 
likely follows a scenario few settlers were lucky enough to encounter, starting a farm or ranch 
with some infrastructure intact from prior occupation or use. The presence of existing buildings 

 
26 1900 Federal US Census. 
27 “Frank Erickson, 73, of Jefferson City, is Called by Death,” The Helena Independent, September 23, 1937.  
28 Lewis and Clark County Marriage Records, Frank O. Erickson to Hedwig Maria Heger, June 18, 1897.  
29 Lewis and Clark County Marriage Records, Frank O. Erickson to Hedwig Maria Heger, June 18, 1897.  
30 “Hedvig Erickson Dies at Helena,” The Montana Standard (Butte), April 19, 1948.  
31 1900 Federal US Census. 
32 Record of Baptism for Bengt Oskar Erikson (sic), First Lutheran Church, Iron Mountain, Dickinson, Michigan, September 
17, 1899, found online at https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61584/images/47830_554727‐

00918?pId=31072024, accessed October 26, 2021.  
33 Frank and Hedvig’s grandson, Allen Tompkins stated the couple and their family lived on the property in 1906. The 1910 
Federal US census bears out Mr. Tompkins’ claim as it lists Frank, Hedvig, and seven children living at the site. The census 

lists Erickson’s occupation as a farmer.  
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could provide a decided advantage to a family’s early success. Frank’s filing for quartz locations 
in the area possibly increased the attractiveness of the property.34  
 
Although the family moved to Beavertown in 1906, little information regarding their first four 
years on the property exists. Within three years of their move, however, the family welcomed 
two more sons, Harold and Ernest, to the fold.35  By 1910, the family was well established on the 
property, now locally known as the Erickson Ranch, despite Frank not formally filing a 
homestead claim. Frank and Hedvig likely did the lion’s share of work on the ranch at this point 
as their oldest child, Benedict Oscar, was only eleven. In 1913, the family welcomed the newest 
addition to the family, Edwin (“Eddie”), who would remain at the Beavertown ranch his entire 
life.36 
 
After close to a decade, Frank finally filed on the 320-acre homestead in September 1915 and 
“proved up” on his claim, receiving the fee patent title to the homestead in February 1920. When 
Frank and his family initially moved to Beavertown to begin their new life, one process to 
acquire land by individuals rested on the Homestead Act of 1862. The Act offered 160 acres of 
public land to US citizens providing they lived on it and made improvements. Frank may have 
been “testing the waters,” gauging if his family could make a living under the stipulated 160-acre 
proviso, an amount adequate for agriculture in the east but woefully inadequate for the west. 
During his earlier time in Montana, he undoubtedly witnessed many families who couldn’t. 
However, with the Enlarged Homestead Act of 1909, which bumped the amount of land one 
could claim from 160 acres to 320 acres, chances of operating a successful farm or ranch 
increased dramatically. The land Frank staked out included abundant resources in terms of 
bottom land for agriculture, nearby forests, and the all-important Beavertown Creek running 
through the middle of the property.  
 
The 1920 Federal Census confirms the family, with the exception of Benedict, living on the 
property. In addition to Frank who listed his occupation as “farmer,” the two eldest sons also 
provided their occupations as “farming.”37   
 
By this time, the ranch ran 40 to 50 cattle and at least one bull. The number of cattle on the ranch 
remained stable through the years the Ericksons operated the ranch, with 15 to 20 calves born 

 
34 “The Court House, Instruments Filed For Record Since Our Last Issue,” The Basin Progress and Mining Review, February 
9, 1907, 1; “The Court House, Instruments Filed For Record Since Our Last Issue,” The Basin Progress and Mining Review, 

April 13, 1907, p. 4.  
35 State of Montana, Certificate of Birth for Harold W. Erickson, March 7, 1908; 1910 Federal US Census.  
36 U.S. World War II Draft Cards, for Edwin Erickson. 
37 1920 Federal US Census. 
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each year.38  In addition to beef cattle, the Ericksons always kept at least one milk cow and calf. 
Supplementing their own property for cattle grazing was land to the immediate west, which later 
fell under the oversight of the Bureau of Land Management, and to which the ranch later held 
grazing rights.39   
 
By 1930, Frank and Helvig, sons Albert, Robert, Ernest, and Edwin, daughter Berna, and 
daughter-in-law Bertha (wife of Ernest) remained on the ranch, which at that time was valued at 
$4,500.40  Two sons had moved elsewhere. By 1930, all the males in the family listed themselves 
as farmers, and in the case of all the sons, categorized themselves as “unpaid workers”, whereas 
Frank listed himself as “working on own account.”41  While economic troubles gripped many at 
the time and forced many farms under, the information provided on the 1930 census indicate the 
entire family worked solely on the ranch, which provided them all they needed in terms of 
subsistence and their finances.  
 
The ranch was self-sustaining. The family raised potatoes and a large variety of root vegetables 
on-site and stored them in the root cellar. Allen Tompkins, the nephew of the Erickson brothers, 
lived every summer at the ranch from 1941 to 1948. He remembers that the garden yielded 
ample vegetables and home canned fruits that easily carried the family through the winter 
months. The Ericksons also raised poultry, including a couple of turkeys. In a case of adaptive 
reuse, the family used the stage station to house the chickens. The family slept well at night with 
no concern regarding local predators visiting the coops and stealing off with some of the 
chickens thanks to the two Australian shepherds that not only rounded up the cattle, but also 
stood as nighttime sentries. While not as commonly kept, an occasional pig found its way to the 
ranch and eventually to the breakfast and dinner plates.42  The only items for which the family 
needed to go to the nearby town of Jefferson City (or sometimes Helena) were staple items such 
as coffee, spices, flour, and sugar. Kero syrup apparently fell into this category as it routinely 
appeared on the shopping list.43   
 
Under Frank’s tenure, the icehouse/blacksmith shop, partially collapsed building, granary, 
collapsed root cellar, privy, ditch, and rear addition of the old hotel/residence were constructed. 
The buildings all display construction utilizing locally available materials. The location of the 
ranch in a narrow valley bordered by forest allowed for easy access to timber and building 

 
38 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021.  
39 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021.  
40 1930 Federal US Census.  
41 1930 Federal US Census.  
42 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021.  
43 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021 and January 25, 2022. 
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materials. The exact sequence of when each building was constructed remains unknown. 
However, the majority of the construction work, including the addition on the hotel/residence, 
likely would have been executed early on during their occupation. The rear addition to the house 
was obviously important for practical reasons of family size, and digging the ditch to the house 
allowed significantly easier access to water. A root cellar and icehouse were necessities for 
perishable food items. As the family’s ranch sat at least three miles from the closest community 
of Jefferson City, an on-site blacksmith shop would also prove invaluable.  
 
Frank died in September 1937 of a cerebral hemorrhage and buried in nearby Jefferson City.44  
After Frank’s passing, the 1940 census indicates Hedvig and three sons remained on the ranch: 
Albert, Robert, and Edwin.45  The census also indicates the ranch continued to provide an 
adequate living for the family as the three sons provided an affirmative response to the census 
query, “Was this person AT WORK for pay or profit in private or nonemergency Govt. work 
during the week of March 24-30?,” suggesting none were compelled to find work with any of the 
depression-era programs available in the 1930s. The three sons again listed themselves as 
farmers.  
 
The rumblings of World War II in Europe resulted in the Selective Service Act of 1940, which 
required males from the age of 21 to 45 to register for the draft. The three sons remaining at the 
Beavertown ranch all registered with Robert and Edwin doing so on October 16, 1940, and 
Albert following suit on February 16, 1942.46  Although all three listed themselves as farmers in 
the 1940 census, Robert declared he worked in the mining business on his draft card, indicating 
that while he lived and likely did do some work on the ranch, he also found employment outside 
the family operation. Although all three brothers who lived at the ranch at the time registered for 
the draft, none were called for duty.47   
 
The end of the decade witnessed several changes to the ranch. In 1948, Hedvig passed away at 
the age of seventy-six. She had been ill for several months prior to her passing.48  A year later, in 
June of 1949, Eddie married June Rose Gasser in Helena.49  Born February 26, 1930, in Reno, 
Nevada, June found herself along with her brother in an orphanage in Butte, Montana, 10 years 

 
44 State of Montana, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Standard Certificate of Death for Frank O. Erickson, filed September 24, 
1937.  
45 1940 Federal US Census.  
46 U.S. World War II Draft Cards, for Edwin Erickson, Albert August Erickson, and Robert Victor Erickson. 
47 Montana Certificate of Death for Albert August Erickson, April 4, 1991; State of Montana Certificate of Death for Robert 
V. Erickson, May 11, 1964; Montana Certificate of Death for Edwin Erickson, December 5, 2005. 
48 “Hedvig Erickson Dies at Helena,” The Montana Standard, April 19, 1948, 2.  
49 Lewis and Clark County Marriage Certificate for Edwin Erickson and June Rose Gasser, filed June 7, 1949.  
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later.50  June’s marriage to Eddie resulted in the birth of their only daughter, Martha Anne, born a 
year later.51  Eddie and June continued to live on and run the ranch. June enjoyed playing the 
piano and accordion, likely filling the residence with the sound of music.52   
 
Around the time of Hedvig’s passing in 1948, Robert and Albert moved elsewhere.53  Robert 
appears to have continued his work in the mining field. Albert, not to be outdone by his younger 
brother, married Thelma Julia Lewis of Jefferson City, one month after Edwin’s marriage.54  The 
two newlyweds struck out on their own and moved to a property just north of the Erickson 
Ranch soon after their union.55  Although Albert no longer lived at the Beavertown ranch, he and 
Eddie continued to work the two properties together assisting one another through the years.56  
Albert passed away in a nursing home in Clancy in 1991; Thelma preceded Albert in death, 
passing in 1985 at the age of 71. Both Albert and Thelma’s death certificates listed occupations 
as “Rancher.”57 
 
June Erickson (Eddie’s wife) preceded Eddie in death, passing at the age of 72 in February of 
2002.58  After June’s passing, Eddie continued to live on the ranch along with a friend who 
assisted him with the daily chores.59  Eddie passed away at the Cooney Convalescent Home in 
Helena in December of 2005.60  Since Eddie’s passing, Beavertown sits vacant. Eddie and June 
Erickson’s tombstone in the Jefferson City cemetery reads, “Last Residents of Beaver Town.”  
The hotel currently has a vacancy.61 

 
50 1940 Federal US Census.  
51 Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, Helena, Montana; Montana, Birth Index, 1920‐1986 for 

Martha Anne Erickson, certificate number 5025‐000204.  
52 “Area Deaths, Helena Independent Record, December 12, 2002, found at https://helenair.com/news/local/area‐
deaths/article_5083cbe6‐6741‐5fb8‐ad11‐c65e25ba011b.html, accessed October 26, 2021.  
53 1940 Federal US Census.  
54 Record For State Register, Marriage Certificate, State of Montana for Albert A. Erickson and Thelma Julia Lewis, license 

number 16588, July 6, 1949.  
55 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021. 
56 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021. 
57 Montana Certificate of Death for Albert August Erickson, May 3, 1991; Montana Certificate of Death for Thelma Julia 
Erickson, July 10, 1985.  
58 U.S. Find a Grave Index, for June Rose Erickson, found at https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui‐

content/view/29803426:60525?ssrc=pt&tid=17159846&pid=764208792, accessed October 27, 2021.  
59 Allen Tompkins, personal communication to John Boughton, October 28, 2021.  
60 Montana Certificate of Death for Edwin Erickson, file number 200525‐00778, December 7, 2005.  
61 According to the property’s owner, Allen Tompkins, he still owns the mining claims in the Cortwright Mining District. 
Montana Land Tract Books; General Land Office Records; “Frank Erickson, 73, of Jefferson City, is Called by Death,” The 

Helena Independent, September 23, 1937; “Hedvig Erikson, 76, Succumbs to Lengthy Illness,” The Helena Independent 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 
Beavertown Historic District  Jefferson County, Montana 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 27 
 

 
The Beavertown ranch, locally known as the Erickson Ranch, represents the determination and 
hard work necessary for a family to succeed running a ranch for close to six decades, a story that 
speaks to many of the abandoned farms and homesteads that dot the rural landscapes of 
Montana. The passage of the Enlarged Homestead Act undoubtedly played a role in the family’s 
success. Upon their arrival at Beavertown, Frank and Hedvig charted a new life, not only for 
themselves but for their four children who accompanied them. The family grew to include eight 
children, several moving on to other adventures when the time came. However, one or more 
members of the family always remained on the ranch, working it through the years as Frank and 
Hedvig had done earlier. Edwin and his new wife, June, assumed sole control of the operation 
after Hedvig’s passing in 1948. Although the siblings and children of Frank and Hedvig left the 
property through the years, they continued to maintain their familial bond remaining close to one 
another despite no longer living on the ranch together.  
 
Beavertown (Erickson) Ranch Memories 
Beginning in the summer of 1942, Frank and Hedvig’s grandson, Allen Tompkins, began the 
first of many summer vacations helping his grandmother and uncles out on the ranch. Mr. 
Tompkins’ remembrances provide a first-hand glimpse of life on the ranch at Beavertown in the 
1940s.62   
 
  Summer Memories, 1942 

I started grade school in Helena in 1941. At the end of the school year in 1942, 
Mom decided I would be good company for Grandma, and that began my summer 
vacations on the ranch. Grandpa passed away in 1937 leaving Albert, Edwin and 
Robert as the only family left on the ranch with Grandma.  
 
Grandma and I were always close, so it was easy to help her with the chores. This 
included everything from setting the table, weeding the garden, retrieving items 
Grandma had canned from the root cellar, and daily collection of the eggs from 
the chicken houses.  
 
The chicken houses were actually two adjacent rooms in one building that was the 
original Beavertown Stagecoach Station. The east room was thought to have been 
a saloon for Beavertown and the west may have been a rest area for transient 
prospectors.  
 
There were always about 30 or so chickens and a couple of roosters to deal with 
in each of the rooms. I remember it seemed like a real challenge to interrupt any 

 
Record, April 19, 1948; “Albert Erickson,” The Helena Independent Record, May 1, 1991; US Census Records; “Edwin 
Erickson,” The Helena Independent Record, December 7, 2005; Allen Tompkins Interview; Dyer, “Beavertown.”   
62 Mr. Tompkins is the son of Bernadine.  The following remembrances were provided to the authors on January 7, 2022.  
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of the hens in their nests when I checked to see any eggs were ready to take back 
to the kitchen. I generally carried a coffee can with me to collect the eggs. I won’t 
forget the day that I forgot it though. Lacking the can, I improvised. I was wearing 
bib overalls and decided I could carry all the eggs in the overall's pockets; despite 
the number of pockets, there were still enough eggs to fill all of them. I headed 
back to the house and was met by Sport and Stubby, our two ranch dogs. Always 
happy to say hello, they jumped up on me, as usual, greatly reducing the number 
of intact eggs that I delivered to Grandma that day. I never failed to carry the 
coffee can with me after that. 
 
Grandma showed me where an outcropping of clay down near Big Hill was 
located and then taught me how to make marbles for my entertainment. That kept 
me busy when there wasn't anything else that caught my attention. The marbles 
provided an activity for me in both making and playing games with them. 
 
In the summer of 1943, Grandma added some more chores to my list that now 
included picking peas, carrots, and strawberries from the garden, bringing in split 
wood for the kitchen stove, helping wash and dry dishes after meals, and helping 
to do the house cleaning and dusting.  
 
One very overcast, windy and rainy day Grandma and I were cleaning and 
sweeping the floors in the upstairs bedrooms. Albert and Eddy had left to check 
on some of the cattle on BLM grazing land, so we were alone when we heard 
what sounded like the wind rattling the screen door downstairs. Grandma said that 
someone was knocking but I insisted that it was only the wind. Grandma persisted 
and asked me to go down to check.  
 
The entrance to the kitchen, the only way anyone ever entered the house, was 
through an enclosed porch or room that led to the kitchen door. I went down fully 
expecting to find a loose screen door on the porch but when I opened the kitchen 
door, two tall cowboys wearing rain-soaked hats and slickers greeted me. I 
remember jumping backwards and fell down, totally surprised to see our visitors. 
It turned out to be Ed and Glen Kyler who were riding their horses to check on 
their cattle grazing on BLM land. They decided to get out of the storm for a bit, 
and have a cup of coffee and some cookies, which Grandma was always glad to 
provide. Needless to say, we all had a good laugh over their visit and my 
surprised reaction that afternoon. The Kyler’s were always good friends and 
neighbors. 
 
Farming Activities -Summer 1943 
At least three teams of work horses were kept on the ranch for plowing and 
mowing and were used any time that a draft animal was needed. A tractor didn't 
come on the scene until after World War II. 
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It was generally in June when Albert and Eddy cleaned out the irrigation ditches 
so that water was available, primarily for the alfalfa fields. This task required 
constant attention since grass would grow in the ditches, impeding water flow, 
and make it difficult to properly irrigate the fields. I learned how to handle a 
shovel and assist with this job, although it was obvious my efforts needed 
substantial help from my uncles.  
 
On one of these occasions I discovered that fish from Beaver Creek made it into 
the ditch water to wind up in the field. Nearby, however, was an ice pond in Stage 
Gulch that lacked any fish; I thought that it would be an ideal place to plant them. 
I made it my job to catch the irrigation ditch fish with my hands, put them in a 
coffee can I filled with water, and then walk the length of the ditch to the ice 
pond. I don't recall how many times I did this, but the project was never 
successful. Uncle Eddy said that I probably kept some hawks well fed for my 
efforts. 
 
Albert and Eddy used two sickle bar mowers to mow the alfalfa fields. We always 
took a coffee and cookie break about 10:00 and 3:00 every day; during mowing 
time it was my task to provide the service. I carried a thermos of coffee with cups 
and a sack of cookies out to them as they couldn’t leave the horses and come to 
the house for a break.  
 
As we only had one rake for making the hay rows for drying Albert and Eddy 
took turns. The one not raking spent their time sharpening the mower sickle bars 
on a stone wheel powered by a foot pedal. Both jobs were tedious and physically 
demanding and the coffee breaks were always welcome. I did get acquainted with 
the rake when I was 12 and they purchased their first tractor. The rake tongue was 
modified to attach to the tractor's draw bar. Uncle Eddy showed me how and 
when to trip the rake while he drove the tractor. It took about one hour to rake one 
field and I became aware of shoulder and arm muscles that I didn't know existed!  
About two days later I decided to try that again. Fortunately, it didn’t last quite as 
long a time and the rest of the hay had been raked by Albert and Eddy. 
 
Putting up the hay during the war time required the use of a team of horses and a 
hay wagon. Hay was stored in the barn loft or in stacks near where the cattle 
would be kept during the winter to easily feed them. Two "nets" were used when 
hay was going to the barn since a wagon load was too heavy to safely hoist into 
the barn loft. The first net was placed on the floor of the wagon with a rope 
harness on each end that hooked over the front or back of the wagon. The team 
pulled the wagon along the rows of hay stopping at spots to allow forking the hay 
into the wagon. This continued until the wagon was about half full then a second 
net was placed, like the first, and the process continued until that net held about 
the same amount as the first. My job entailed spreading the hay out in the wagon 
to evenly distribute it. Each full wagon load was taken to the barn where a pulley 
system lifted each net out of the wagon and into the loft. Once in the loft, the net 
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was pulled to a position where the hay could be dropped and distributed easily 
across the loft floor. All of the work to pull a net load of hay from the wagon up 
and into the loft was done with a team of horses on the opposite end of the barn. 
The team was hitched to ropes attached to the pulleys. Eddy assumed the wagon 
end of the process and Albert managed the team. When I was 11, I went in the 
barn loft and tripped each net when it came up. That also involved helping Eddy 
spread the hay out after it was dumped out of the net. 
 
Nets were not used when the hay was stored in stacks. A wagon load would be 
driven to the stack site where the hay was forked off to build the stack. This was 
fairly easy to do until the stack height grew higher than the height of the wagon. 
At that point, lifting each fork load of hay up to someone standing on the stack 
became quite a difficult effort. 
 
About 1943 Eddy and Albert saw some plans for an overshot hay stacker in a 
farm magazine. They decided to build one, cut the timber needed for the stacker 
and used their saw mill to cut the timbers to size. They used the forge in their 
work shop to form the brackets from materials that Grandpa salvaged from the 
trestle on his 1916 homestead. I think they finished the stacker by 1945; it proved 
quite successful and was used for many years. 
 
There was always one wheat field on the bottom land and a rye field on Pole Line 
Hill. Harvesting those crops required a binder that was on the ranch. This was a 
heavy piece of equipment used to cut the grain and bind it into bundles, which 
were then placed in shocks for curing. I remember only seeing Uncle Albert drive 
the binder with a team of horses. The trip up to the rye field always seemed to me 
to be challenging, if not dangerous. The steep slope up to the old railroad grade 
forced the horses to work hard; I believe it was a four-horse team that was used. I 
also learned at that time that my uncle could probably hold his own with mule 
skinners when it came to talking to the animals to urge them on! 
 
Shocking the bundles of grain was a fun but tiring task. The end product, 
however, was always gratifying. 

 
Stage Stations—a short history 
Stage stations were a common and iconic sight on the American frontier. They appear in and are 
often described and shown in countless western novels and motion pictures. The reality of the 
structures, however, was often vastly different from the myth.  
 
The stagecoach companies, such as the Ben Holliday Overland Stage Line and Wells Fargo & 
Company, established strings of stations along their routes for ultimate efficiency. The change or 
swing stations, simple vernacular structures, little more than huts often built of materials close at 
hand, were located every 10 to 15 miles. These stations provided hostlers, under contract to the 
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stage companies, to change horse teams at them and allowed passengers to debark the 
overcrowded, cramped and uncomfortable coaches for a few minutes to stretch their legs or visit 
the privy. Other amenities were not available at change or swing stations.63  
 
Home stations were located at much greater distance from one another, about every 50 miles. 
They offered more services to the passengers, such as meals and accommodations and stops 
generally lasted longer. Horse teams were also changed at these stations. Most of the stations 
located along a stagecoach route operated under a contract with the company. At least in 
Montana Territory, husband-wife teams with several men employed as hostlers, blacksmiths, or 
just general labor often operated the home stations, though exceptions did exist and the presence 
of husband and wife proprietors was not an absolute.  
 
In 1872, author Mark Twin described a home station located on the Overland Trail between 
Missouri and California during a cross-country trip in 1861: 
 

The buildings consisted of barns, stable rooms for twelve or fifteen horses, and a hut for 
an eating room for passengers. The latter had bunks in it for the station keeper and a 
hostler or two. You could rest your elbow on its eaves, and you had to bend in order to 
get in at the door. In place of a window there was a square hole about large enough for a 
man to crawl through, but this had no glass in it. There was no flooring, but the ground 
was packed hard. There was no stove, but the fireplace served all needful purposes. There 
were no shelves, no cupboards, no closets. In a corner stood an open sack of flour and 
nestling against its base were a couple of black and venerable tin coffeepots, a tin teapot, 
a little bag of salt, and a side of bacon.64  

 
Many of the characteristics observed by Twain in 1861 are present at the Beavertown Stage 
Station. This includes the long, low hut-like shape of the station building, the ability to “rest your 
elbow on the eaves, the low door, small window piercing the façade, and the dirt floor. Indeed, 
the Beavertown Stage Station even sported a sod roof for a time, characteristic Twain also 
remarked on in Roughing It: “The roofs … were thatched and sodded or covered with a thick 
layer of earth, and from this sprang a pretty rank growth of weeds and grass. It was the first time 
we’d ever seen a man’s front yard on top of his house.”65  
 
While the Beavertown Stage Station did not operate under contract with A. J. Oliver and 
Company, Wells Fargo, or the Gilmer, Salisbury Overland Stage Company, it did function as a 

 
63 Schwantes, Long Day’s Journey, 196.  
64 Twain, Roughing It, 18. 
65 Unfortunately, there is no evidence of a fireplace remaining in the stage station building. Twain, Roughing It, 18. 
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home station on the Virginia City to Helena Road. Beavertown’s strategic location at the 
northern base of the Boulder divide between Helena and Virginia City allowed coaches to stop 
there either before the long hard pull over the divide or as a place to rest after crossing it from the 
south. Twain’s dismal review of the food fare at the station he visited in 1861 could not be 
compared to the meals available at the earliest iteration of the Beavertown station, as no reports 
have been found discussing this earliest period of operation. It was not until after the 
construction of the larger stage station, about 1873, that area newspapers printed reports of the 
high quality of the meals available at Beavertown. It remains unknown if the better-than-average 
fare resulted from the operation of the station by married couples, though the 25-year history of 
the Beavertown station reflected such an arrangement and positive food reviews. Other stations, 
particularly on the Virginia City to Helena Road and the Benton Road, were also often run by 
married couples.  
 
Twain’s description of the Overland Trail home station in Roughing It mentioned the presence of 
the station and the horse barn. Such an arrangement reflects the Beavertown station during its 
early operation with only the stage station itself and the larger horse barn. It wasn’t until later 
that construction of the much larger hotel occurred.  
 
In many respects, the Beavertown Stage Station is likely typical of stage stations built in 
Montana and elsewhere during the 1860s. Twain’s description of the exterior of the 1861 
Overland station along with his statement that the site included only the station and the horse 
barn certainly epitomizes the two earliest buildings at the contemporaneous Beavertown Stage 
Station. The construction of the hotel that raised the level of the accommodations offered about 
nine years after the log station comports well with the reports of the good fare and lodging 
available at the station. As described by the current owner, the interior of the hotel/residence 
seems to reflect its historic origins of providing the niceties expected of a home station on the 
stage line between Virginia City and Helena. The wood frame hotel suggests, moreover, that its 
proprietors believed Beavertown would become a more substantial and permanent settlement 
outgrowing its mining camp origins. The remaining buildings on the property are associated with 
the district’s function as a cattle ranch from 1906 to 1972 (the property was occupied until 2005).  
 
Other Stage Stations in Montana 
A database review for stage stations in Montana indicates only one overland stage station listed 
in the National Register. Robbers Roost, listed in 1976, stands northwest of Virginia City in 
Madison County. It served as a stage station on the road connecting the gold strike towns of 
Virginia City to Bannack in Beaverhead County. Unlike the Beavertown stage station building, 
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Robbers Roost stands as a large two story log construction. Built roughly contemporaneously as 
Beavertown, possibly in 1864, the building was converted to use as a school in the early 1890s.66   
 
The only other overland stage station recorded and found eligible, but not listed, is a stage station 
that stands as part of the Carol Ranch (24BE1718) in Beaverhead County; the stage station 
building, however, was constructed much later than the Beavertown station, around 1903.67   
 

Architectural Significance 

All of the buildings at the Beavertown Historic District stand as good examples of middle-late 
1800 and early 1900 vernacular architecture. The often durable and solid nature of vernacular 
building construction, generally utilitarian in focus, is undeniable.  

Kingston Health defined vernacular architecture as “composed of everyday forms, often made 
with readily available materials for functional application, by local, usually anonymous builders, 
who respond to traditionally mandated or locally adapted formulas” (Heath, xvii, xix). Heath 
further elaborates that vernacular architecture:  

. . . is all around us, and the very familiarity of a log cabin, false front, school 
house, a laborer’s four square house encourages us to take it for granted as 
nothing special. But what is common to a local, may be unfamiliar to an outsider; 
and whether desirable or not, that characteristically familiar form (as well as other 
manifestations of a culture) may in many instances be the most reliable record of 
who and what we are simply because of its nonself-conscious, all too familiar 
presence. What form the structures take, why those forms are there, and how they 
got there often hold the story of settlement, land use, the level of technology 
available, the regional preference of materials, the projected values of its people, 
and the patterns of economic growth and stagnation.68 

The Beavertown Historic District resources stand as a testament to the builders’ intention of 
constructing not just functional structures but also structures capable of withstanding years of 
harsh Montana weather. That the vast majority of these resources remain standing, often 100 
years or more after their construction, bespeaks the builder’s success. In fact, the three buildings 
associated with the earliest period of significance, the stage station, horse barn, and hotel, all 
remain standing.  

 

The resources represent two periods of significance, with those from the earliest period given a 
second life as integral elements of the later homestead. Frank Erickson’s move to the 
Beavertown Historic District after the stage station ceased operations was almost undoubtedly 

 
66 NR #76001124; Roberta Carkeek Cheney, Names On The Face Of Montana, (Missoula: Mountain Press Publishing 
Company, Missoula, revised 1984), 227.  
67 Jim Duran, Montana Cultural Resources Inventory for Site 24BE1718, 1994, on file at the Montana State Historic 
Preservation Office.  
68 Kingston Heath, “Striving for Permanence on the Western Frontier: Vernacular Architecture as Cultural Informant in 

Southwestern Montana” (PhD diss., Brown University, American Civilization Department, 1985), pgs. xvii, xix, xx. 
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influenced by the presence of the infrastructure that remained on the property. Frank would have 
recognized the immediate advantage of homesteading a location that retained such a collection of 
well-built buildings.  
 
This second period of significance associated with the occupation by Frank Erickson and his 
family stands as somewhat unusual in terms of homesteading. In most cases, locations selected 
for homesteads stood bereft of any sort of buildings or structures. Such circumstances 
necessitated the construction of some sort of shelter, often a cabin, usually small in size, as one 
of the initial priorities. The General Land Office requirement that a patentee show proof of 
residence and improvement to a homestead dictated action. In the case of Frank and his family, 
the presence of the three original stage station buildings allowed them to bypass the early need to 
build shelter, an obligation that needed to be met by most homesteaders. Although the 
occupation of the hotel, soon-to-be-residence, may not have occurred immediately, the family 
likely did take up residence within a very short amount of time, and undoubtedly sooner than if 
they were forced to construct shelter from the ground up. The existence of the stage station 
buildings assuredly allowed the Erickson family to get a welcome jump on their new adventure 
in life.  

Frank likely wasted little time adding to the building collection with specific function-built 
structures needed to pursue his family’s new homesteading and ranching enterprise. Toward this 
end, and like his predecessors, Frank constructed vernacular buildings from locally available 
materials. Frank even extended his use of locally available materials to include railroad ties, now 
accessible due to the presence of the rail line that ran east of his property. While the ties were 
never intended for use in building construction, their stoutness presupposed their ability to last 
decades; in fact, the use of railroad ties for the walls of the now-partially collapsed building in 
the Beavertown Historic District exceeded the life span of the building’s roof. A similar use of 
railroad ties for a building’s construction is seen in a chicken coop at the National Register-listed 
Henneberry Homestead in Beaverhead County, another example of a vernacular homestead near 
a rail line.69   
 
 

 

 
69 Shannon Gilbert and John Boughton, William F. Henneberry Homestead National Register Nomination (listed September 

19, 2019, NR # SG100004412), on file at the Montana State Historic Preservation Office.  
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
Acreage of Property ____15.7_______ 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 

1. Latitude: 46.34614, Longitude: -112.05287 
 
2. Latitude: 46.34613, Longitude: -112.05156 
 
3. Latitude: 46.34437, Longitude: -112.05150 
 
4. Latitude: 46.34284, Longitude: -112.05203 
 
5. Latitude: 46.34288, Longitude: -112.05419 
 
6. Latitude: 46.34584, Longitude: -112.05373 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The Beavertown Historic District is located at the northern base of the Boulder Divide 
between Helena and the City of Boulder in Jefferson County. The historic district is located 
at in the SE1/4NE1/4 and NE1/4 SE1/4 of Section 24, T7N, R4W. The latitudes and 
longitudes of its corners are presented above. See attached topographic and aerial maps 
below under “Additional Documentation,” pages 41 and 42 confirm this boundary.  

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The Beavertown Historic District encompasses all the features associated with the operation 
of the stage station and, in the twentieth century, a cattle ranch. The district also includes a 
1,054-foot segment of the Prickly Pear and Virginia City Wagon Road and encompasses a 
representative amount of land associated with the stage station and later grazing and farming 
activities of the ranch. The eastern boundary extends far enough to the east to include the 
possible location of the Beavertown mining camp and also a small portion of Beavertown 
Creek.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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City or town: Helena   state: MT zip code: 59601 
 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
 Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 

Photographs 

Photo Log, All Photographs: 
Name of Property:  Beavertown Historic District 
City or Vicinity:  Jefferson City vicinity 
County:   Jefferson  State:  MT 
Photographer:  Jon Axline and John Boughton 
Date Photographed: August and October 2021 
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et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
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1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Location of Beavertown Historic District. Aerial Image. T7N R4W S. 24. 1. Latitude: 46.34614, Longitude: -112.05287; 2. Latitude: 46.34613, 
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Map of the Territory of Montana for Use by the First Legislature of Montana, 1864 
showing location of Beavertown (https://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/mdtexrepo/maps/1864). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NPS Form 10-900-a                        OMB No. 
1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   Additional Documentation--Maps  Page  45         
 

 

Section 9 – end, page 45 
 

Beavertown Historic District 
Name of Property 
Jefferson County, MT 
County and State 
  
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

  
General Land Office Map. Township 7 North, Range 4 West. July 28, 1872, showing 
location of Beavertown Stage Station. (www.glorecords.blm.gov).  
 



NPS Form 10-900-a                        OMB No. 1024-0018
  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   National Register Photographs   Page 46  
 

 

Section 9 – end, page 46 
 

Beavertown Historic District 
Name of Property 
Jefferson County, MT 
County and State 
 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Photo Log, All Photographs: 
Name of Property:  Beavertown Historic District 
City or Vicinity:  Jefferson City vicinity 
County:   Jefferson  State:  MT 
Photographer:  Jon Axline and John Boughton 
Date Photographed: August and October 2021 

 

 
MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0001: Overview. View to the Southwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0002: Overview. View to the Southeast.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0003: Stage Station. View to the North.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0004: Stage Station. View to the Northeast.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0005: Stage Station.View to West.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0006. Horse Barn. View to the North.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0007: Horse Barn. View to the West.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0008: Barn. View to the Southwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0009: Hotel/Residence. View to the 
Southwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0010: Hotel/residence. View to the 
Southeast.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0011: Hotel/residence. View to the 
Northeast.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0012: Icehouse/blacksmith shop. View 
to the Northwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0013: Partially collapsed building. 
View to the South.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0014: Partially collapsed building. 
View to the West.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0015: Granary. View to the 
Southwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0016: Granary. View to the Northeast. 
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0017: Collapsed privy. View to the 
North-northwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0018: Collapsed root cellar. View to 
the South.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0019: Corral. View to the North.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0020: Ditch. View to the South.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0021: Prickly Pear and Virginia City 
Wagon Road. View to the Southwest.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0022: Prickly Pear and Virginia City 
Wagon Road. View to the South.  
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MT_JeffersonCounty_BeavertownHistoricDistrict_#0023: Prickly Pear and Virginia City 
Wagon Road. View to the North.  
 


