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Pacific Railway companies. Prior to 18 93, the Montana Union had contracted with the Anaconda Company to haul ore from the mines 
in Butte to the smelting works in Anaconda. Following the belief that self-sufficiency increased his power and success, Daly 
commenced operations of the B.A.&P. on December 1, 1893 with passenger service beginning at the end of that month. 28 

Anaconda's population grew during the 1890s as copper production continued to increase. An 1895 city census indicates that the 
population jumped from approximately 4,000 in 1890 to 7,800 in 1895. Both residential and commercial construction boomed 
between 1893 and 1898, peaking in 1897 with nearly 300 carpenters, masons, and laborers employed on area projects totaling over 
$500,000. Such uncontrolled growth and construction prompted the editors of the Anaconda Recorder andAnaconda Standard

newspapers to call for a building inspection and permit system.29 According to Anaconda Company Records, 1,376 single-family 
dwellings were constructed between 1895-1904, forty-six percent more than the period with the second largest number of residential 
constructions between 1905 and 1914. 30 The annexation of additions to the Original T ownsite paralleled this boom period, as it did 
twenty years later during the pre-World War I era in the town. In September 1895, the Eastern Addition, encompassing sixty-six 
blocks on 180 acres, was platted and filed, while the Northern Addition, consisting of eight blocks of varying shapes and sizes, was 
annexed in May, 1897.31 

It was clear by 1892 that Anaconda had outgrown its developmental stages and was becoming a leading industrial center in Montana 
and one of the most advanced and efficient refinery centers in the world. Such indications of permanence encouraged the city to 
appoint a committee, consisting of Aldermen Fitzpatrick, Shovlin and Walkup, to investigate the possibility of erecting a substantial 
city hall for Anaconda. 32 When it became clear in 1894 that Anaconda would not be the site of the state capital, town leaders began 
turning their sights from state to local politics, aggressively lobbying for the construction of a permanent town hall building. In 1895, a 
bond was passed authorizing construction of the Anaconda City Hall on the southeast comer of East Commercial and Cedar Streets. 
Architects Lane & Reber designed the building, which cost approximately $30,000 to build. It was completed in August, 1896, with 
city aldermen taking possession of the building on September 10. 

The construction of the city hall building signified Anaconda's maturity and growth as a regional town. A county-wide drive, begun in 
1895, called for the removal of the Deer Lodge County seat from neighboring Deer Lodge City to Anaconda. Anaconda was emerging 
as the regional leader of local industry and displayed all the characteristics of a prosperous area with continued opportunities for 
residential and commercial development. Anaconda also surpassed Deer Lodge City in terms of population growth. In light of these 
factors, moving the center of county government to Anaconda seemed appropriate. In December, 1896 an election posed the question 
to the public. Although a large-scale protest was launched by Deer Lodge City residents, the electorate overwhelmingly supported the 
move, and in early 1897, many county government departments and functions were relocated from Deer Lodge City to temporary 
quarters in the new Anaconda City Hall building; plans to construct a new courthouse and jail were soon underway. 

28 
Anaconda Review. 12/25/1893. 

2 9 
Anaconda Recorder. 9/18/1897, 3. 

Anaconda Standard. 3/10/1897, 2:2. 

30 
Houses and Apartments built in Anaconda MT. Anaconda Company Records. Unpub. report. Helena, MT: 

Montana Historical Society Archives, Manuscript Collection# 169, box 4:6, c.1960. 

31 
Anaconda Standard. 9/17/1895, 3:3. 

32 
Anaconda Standard. 12/15/1892, 3. 














































































































































































































