
August 8, 2024 

Marla Collum 
State, Tribal, Local, Plans & Grants Division 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW  (Mail Stop 7360) 

Marla_Collum@nps.gov 

Ref: STLP Grant #P24AP00773, Union Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church (Union Bethel AME), 916 Fifth 
Avenue South, Great Falls, MT, Section 106 initiation letter for African American Civil Rights grant program (AACR) 

Dear Ms. Collum: 

The Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is working with Union Bethel AME and the Great 
Falls/Cascade County Certified Local Government (CLG) to initiate the “Union Bethel AME Mortar Repair; 
Accessibility; and Related Improvements Project” to be funded by STLP Grant #P24AP00773. The NR-listed Union 
Bethel AME Church stands at 916 Fifth Avenue South, Great Falls, MT.  The National Park Service listed the property 
on September 11, 2003, and assigned it NR Reference #03000924.  This letter initiates Section 106 review with the 
National Park Service (NPS). The Area of Potential Effect (APE) corresponds to the parcel description: GREAT 
FALLS ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, S12, T20 N, R03 E, BLOCK 461, Lot 004, E2 LT 4 AND ALL LT 5. 

The draft project specifications, drawings, and photos are enclosed. Attached materials describe work that includes: 

 Exterior brick and mortar repair;
 Construction and installation of lift and accessibility infrastructure to address accessibility issues on the main

and lower levels;
 Reconfiguration of interior lavatories to meet ADA standards;
 Upgrades to the building’s electrical system.

SHPO believes this project would have no adverse effect to this National Register eligible property. Thank you for your 
review and consideration. If you have questions regarding this project, please reach me at 406-444-7742 or 
khampton@mt.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Kate Hampton 
CLG Coordinator 

mailto:Marla_Collum@nps.gov
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The APE corresponds to the parcel highlighted in blue: GREAT FALLS ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, S12, T20 N, R03 E, BLOCK 461, Lot 004, E2 LT 4 AND ALL LT 5. 



Project Images Worksheet
To add photographs, simply click on the space for each image and select the photo to attach from your files. All photos must have 
a caption and photo credit. Photos should be of good quality. All application materials, including photographs, become the property 
of the National Park Service and may be reproduced by NPS or its partner organizations without permission; appropriate credit will 
be given for any such use. 




Please ensure you include one current photo per elevation as well as one current overall photo at a minimum.
Photos should show current conditions and immediate threat. Include photos showing representative examples of damaged

resources
Color or black and white photos are both accepted
Photographs should be of the community and the historic site, museum property, downtown, or significant resource involved in
the project.
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	Image 1: 
	Caption for Image number 1: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 1:  North (front) elevation of Union Bethel AME Church. Kathy Reed, Photographer, 2023.
	Date Image number 1 was taken_af_date: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 1: Kathy Reed
	Image 2: 
	Caption 2: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 2:  South (rear) elevation of Union Bethel AME Church. The small addition to accommodate the accessibility equipment will be located across this elevation. 
	Date Image 2 Taken: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 2: Kathy Reed
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	Caption 3: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 3:  South (rear) and east (side) elevations of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 3 Taken: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 3: Kathy Reed
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	Caption 4: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 4:  West (side) elevation of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 4 Taken: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 4: Kathy Reed
	Image 5: 
	Caption 5: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 5:  Detail of brick deterioration on north (front) elevation of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 5 Taken: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 5: Kathy Reed
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	Caption 6: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 6:  Detail of brick deterioration on south (rear) elevation of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 6 Taken: 8/1/23
	Photo Credit 6: Kathy Reed
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	Caption 7: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 7:  Detail of south (rear) non-compliant egress of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 7 Taken: 10/27/23
	Photo Credit 7: Kate Hampton, MT SHPO
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	Caption 8: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 8:  Detail of north (rear) lower-level egress of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 8 Taken: 10/27/23
	Photo Credit 8: Kate Hampton, MT SHPO
	Image 9: 
	Caption 9: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 9:  Interior view of upper level toward altar and choir room/stair access. 
	Date Image 9 Taken: 10/27/23
	Photo Credit 9: Kate Hampton, MT SHPO
	Image 10: 
	Caption 10: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 10:  Detail of current narrow, steep stair that offers the only interior access to the lower level of Union Bethel AME Church. 
	Date Image 10 Taken: 10/27/23
	Photo Credit 10: Kate Hampton, MT SHPO
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	Caption 11: 
	Date Image 11 Taken: 10/27/23
	Photo Credit 11: Kate Hampton, MT SHPO
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	Caption 12: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 12:  Detail of Union Bethel AME Church’s lower level bathroom’s non-compliant entry. 
	Date Image 12 Taken: 
	Photo Credit 12: 
	Image 13: 
	Caption 13: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 13: Montana Federation of Women’s Clubs Meeting, group photo at Union Bethel AME Church, 1957.  Photographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.16
	Date Image 13 Taken: 1/1/1957
	Photo Credit 13: hotographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.16
	Image 14: 
	Caption 14: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 14: Montana Federation of Women’s Clubs Meeting, group photo at Union Bethel AME Church, 1965.  Photographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.20.
	Date Image 14 Taken: 1/1/1965
	Photo Credit 14: Photographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.20
	Image 15: 
	Caption 15: AACR_MT_P23AS00472_Photo 15: “Tom Thumb Wedding” fundraiser at Union Bethel AME Church, c 1955.  Photographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.17.
	Date Image 15 Taken: 1/1/1955
	Photo Credit 15: Photographer Unknown, Montana Historical Society Research Center Photograph Archives, PAc 96-25.17.


