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Livestock Brand Registrations Searching Guide

Introduction

This guide will help you search the Montana Historical Society’s collection of Livestock Brand
Registrations for Montana located on the Montana History Portal (MHP). Part 1 of the guide
gives instructions on how to navigate the MHP platform and search the digitized brand records.
Part 2 provides more detailed guidance on how to understand and use the information and
references contained within brand registrations in each decade to compile a history of a brand.
Part 3 of this guide offers search tips and additional information.

Contact Information

Library & Archives

225 N Roberts St

PO Box 201201

Helena, MT 59620-1201
mthslibrary@mt.gov
(406) 444-2681

Brand Records and Digitization

Find our digitized collection of brands on the Livestock Brand Registrations for Montana page
on the Montana History Portal (https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/12937).

We produced our digitized collection of livestock brands by scanning brand registrations from
1873-1980 on microfilm and paper copies from 2001-2010. In other words, the records
available online are reproductions of physical brand records stored in several volumes. The
digitization process helps make the records searchable, but some records are not always legible
due to fading, age, and other reasons. And some of the volumes contain handwritten indexes
and notes that are not searchable. Please keep in mind that some searches may not return
results, and you may need to manually navigate through some records.
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Part 1: Searching Brands on the Montana History Portal

Collection Organization:

The digitized collection is organized by decade, with the first section spanning 1873-1910 and
each subsequent section covering a decade (1911-1920, 1921-1930, etc.).

Each section from 1873-1950 contains a hame

index and a brand index.

Re-records and New/Transferred brands. You
can see what is available for each decade by
choosing the appropriate link from the main

Registrations from 1931-1980 are split between

collection page.

Search the Entire Collection for a Name:

1. Start on the main collection page and find the

“Search within the collection” search box. Enter a

name and click the Search button.

1873-1%10 Brand Registrations
1911-1520 Brand Registrations
1921-1530 Brand Registrations
1931-1540 Brand Registrations
1941-1550 Brand Regjistrations
1951-1560 Brand Registrations
1961-1570 Brand Registrations
1971-1580 Brand Registrations
2001-2010 Brand Registrations

Search within the entire collection

|Ta mcks |

2. A new page will come up displaying the results of your search. The results may include hits

from name indexes and registrations. One result may include multiple hits within a set of

pages. You can tell how many hits are in each result by looking at the line that says Page

Hits:

Page | 2

Preview (#). The number in the parentheses indicates the number of hits.

B4

Book 10 Item Type: Livestock Brand

Page Hits: Preview (5)

Book 14 Item Type: Livestock Brand

Page Hits: Preview (1)

Volume: Registrations Date: 2001-2010

Volume: Registrations Date: 2001-2010
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Page Hits

3. Click the Preview link on one of your search
results to get more information. A pop-up '::
window will appear called Pages Hits. This # B
window shows the specific pages that your @ i
search found. The name you search for g,
should be highlighted for each page. The = '
text you see is from the OCR (Optical = )
Character Recognition) process and may not w
be perfect. Some words may be misspelled i

or have strange characters. g —————

a. If you do not see what you’re trying to find in the Page Hits pop-up window, click the
X to close it, and try previewing another result.

b. If you do find a result that you want to see in the Page Hits pop-up window, click the
small thumbnail image next to it.

6T%
4. A new window will open showing an entire page. Use the Zoom tool on the
left-hand navigation menu to zoom in (or out) to better read the page. You
can also use a scroll wheel on a mouse to zoom. a,

a. Hover over the other tools on the left-hand navigation menu to see
what each one does. Use any of those tools to further manipulate the page.

b. To download the entire page, choose the download tool from
the left-hand navigation menu. A pop-up window will appear
asking you to Select a page. Look on the right-hand side of the
screen above the Details section about the record to ]
find the page number. A JPG file will automatically
download after selecting the page number.

¥,

< f WD
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5. Once you get to your page, look at the registrations listed on the page to locate the name

you’re trying to find.

IPUI.I'E TAMCEE OR EAILA JO !Fm:!'[l

DEER LODGE MT ©O00089T22

J.l DOT-WUL-008-0-C-LH-

Search for a Name in a Name Index:

1. Start on the main collection page and choose a decade before 1951.
Name indexes are only available for the decades from 1873-1910

through 1941-1950.

REF.HO:
REF . WO
REF . MO

J7 CERT WO.: E-D40750
CERT DT.: 0173052002
RAMGE: 28 00 00 00 0O

GééB¥E-9 RERECORD OL/30/2002

187%-1910 Brand Régistrations
1911-1520 Brand Registrations
1921-1930 Brand Registrations
193]-1940 Brand Régistrationg
1941-1%50 Brand Registrations

a5 1- 1560 Brand Registration

1961-1970 Brand Régistrations
19711 l':ﬂl"' Ers'urﬂ Rng| stratigng
2001-2010 Brand Registrations

@ LIVESTOCK BRAND ITEM

2. Choose Name Index from the navigation pane, located on

the left side of the screen.

3. The Name Index menu should
expand, and a search box
appears. Enter a name in the
search box and choose Search.
A new page will come up
displaying the results of your
search. Follow the instructions
above in Steps 2-4 in the Search
the Entire Collection for a
Name section for help
navigating search results.

Page | 4

v & Name Index (1921-1...
Surnames A with tr...
Surnames BA-BU
Surnames BU with t...
Surnames C with tr...
Surnames D with tr...
Surnames E with tr...
Surnames F with tr...
Surnames G with tr..
Surnames H-Hi
Surnames Hi-l with...
Surnames J with tr...
Surnames K with tr...
Surnames L with tr...

Surnames M-ME

Vv

¥ = 1921-1930 Brand Registra...
b & Brand Index (1921-..

Ib B Mame Index (1921-1...
| 3

Registrations (192...

Description
An index to surnames that appear in Montana

® |7

Search
Search within the 1521-1930 Mame Index

=
Date

1921-1%30

Collection

Livestock Brand Registrations for Montana

Contributing Institution
Montana Historical Society Library and Archiv
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. v & NameIndex (1921-1...
a. Instead of using the search box to search for a name,

Surnames A with tr..
you can browse for a name by choosing the appropriate Surnames BA-BU
alphabetical name grouping within the Name Index in Surnames BU witht...
the navigation pane. Surnames C with tr...

surnames Dwith tr

. . , X Surnames E with tr...
b. After choosing a name grouping, you’ll see the first wrnan o

index page for names in that group. Use the tools in

the navigation menu to zoom and find the name you —

want. If it’s not on that page, view another page | ||:“:||:”:||:IDD
from the same name grouping by clicking the

appropriate thumbnail at the bottom of the window.

4. After finding a name, note the page number(s) associated with it. Then choose Registrations
from the left-hand navigation pane. The Registrations menu should expand, and a new page
will appear. Choose the page number grouping from the navigation pane that corresponds
to your page number, and then click the thumbnails at the bottom of the screen to get to
your page. Page numbers are typed or written at the top left or right of each page.

E 1. T —
PR R—gr—hred , & D. 3. Kilbourne Gallatin Gatewny e v s 7T
BUTLER, Lee Soobey 2472 ,34"?'5“' g
1;.._:11-:;.'_1 e GI.I.I"..HLJJIL- .in...-u
;?'FLEH: L« S Lewiatoun ;géz
s a - :Jl - ‘ a
BOEIER, Ls D ia?ﬂguf 1. aR1E

5. Once you get to your page, look at the
registrations listed on the page to locate  “““*- = LR
the name you’re trying to find. :

Page | 5 h 4
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Search for a Brand in a Brand Index

187%- 1910 Brand F!-:-glt‘.l._"[m}-l'l':.
. . 1210-1320 Brand Registrations
1. Start on the main collection page and choose a decade before 1951. | jo2; 125 3..n,dg;f.;f1r,._[;§m
Brand indexes are only available for the decades from 1873-1910 A-140 Rraeed Reghtrations
411950 Brand Registrations

through 1941-1950. 51-1560 Brand Regiztrations
:d 0 Brand Registrations

1971-1%80 Brand Registrations

1-2010 Brand Registrations

2. Choose Brand Index from the navigation pane, located on © LIVESTOCK BRAND ITEM

the left side of the screen. _
v &= 1921-1930 Brand Registra...

i" & Brand Index (1921-... i
» &= Name Index [1821-1...

- Registrations (192...

3. The Brand Index menu should expand, and a new page v & 1921-1930 Brand

appears. Brand indexes are organized by the style of the brand ,Rist:;;nd Index (1921-..
and grouped by the first major character in the configuration. Character Brands
Choose the letter, numbers, or character grouping for the Letter Brands A Pa...
brand you want to find from the navigation pane. Letter Brands A Pa..

Letter Brands B Pa...
Letter Brands B Pa...
Letter Brands C

4. After choosing a brand grouping, you'll see the first
index page for brands in that group. Use the tools in

the navigation menu to zoom and find the brand you [

want. If it’s not on that page, view another page from

the same brand grouping by clicking the appropriate A
|

thumbnail at the bottom of the window.

Page | 6 4
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5. After finding a brand, note the page number(s) associated with it. Then choose
Registrations from the left-hand navigation pane. The Registrations menu should expand,
and a new page will appear. Choose the page number grouping from the navigation pane
that corresponds to your page number, and then click the thumbnails at the bottom of the
screen to get to your page. Page numbers are typed or written at the top left or right of
each page.

A7IF 42716 2097~ it1E

6. Once you get to your page, look at the registrations listed on the page to locate the name
you’re trying to find.

100670
Yarsh 5, 1023 ¥arvin T. Forguer, RF1, Box 51, Billings, Tellowetone County
Brand for cattle on right ribs RE-RECORDE
Brand for horces on right thigh B-RiCORDED
Vent for both telow original (N.R. 2770) DEC 3 193]

o —

Page | 7 h 4
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Part 2: Livestock Brand Registrations by Decade

Overview

This part of the guide provides annotated brand listings by decade to show how names,
numbers, and dates can help you compile a history of a brand. Brand registrations in each
decade may look different and have some variations due to changing methodologies and
technologies, but each listing contains information that will help you search forward or
backward in time through the records.

Prefixes and Suffixes by Decade

Many brand registrations contain a reference to a page number with either a prefix or suffix
attached that corresponds to the previous recording of the brand. The previous recording may
be within the same decade as the brand registration or an earlier decade. Page numbers with a
prefix attached refer to re-records, and page numbers with a suffix attached refer to new or
transferred brands. The following table lists the prefixes and suffixes found in the Livestock
Brand Registrations and their corresponding decades.

Decade Prefix (Re-records) Suffix (New/Transferred)

1873-1910

1911-1920

=z
o)

1921-1930 AorR

1931-1940

1941-1950

1951-1960

1961-1970

1971-1980

1981-1990

1991-2000

R|l—|ZT|mm|mMmO|O|m|[>|:

|| |IN|O U0 |~

2001-2010

Page | 8 4
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1873-1910

Brand Index:
Handwritten, grouped by characters, letters, and numbers. Not searchable online. You must
browse the index pages to find a brand.

Name Index:

Handwritten, grouped alphabetically by first letter and first vowel of last name but not in true
alphabetical order. Look for names added out of order on the final pages of each lettered
section. Look for “Mc” names at the end of the “M” section. Last names beginning with “S” are
not well ordered and require more browsing. Not searchable online. You must browse the
index pages to find a name.

Brand Registration Example

@1135

e

@ ToTB.

L —— ot TR T

@ Dec 5-1898. B. 0. 5tanelouse, Bynum, Teton County.
F I/ Bransi for cattle on ripht ribs. @

Vent below oripinal. |

e L =T

;
Jec 11=1395. J. M. padley,Big Timhar,Sweatgrfas]Cointy .
8 S e 2
Branfl for éattle gn Tisht Tibs.
| Vant| of. right shodldsr.

§ " o " L
Tr&hd;e:-.-a-i fromdrs A Vule,

Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing.
Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.
Registration number for the brand.

P w NP

Date the brand was re-recorded in the next decade. In this example, you could browse by
this date in the 1911-1920 brand registrations.

Page | 9 A 4
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5. Handwritten date and name to whom the brand was transferred in either the current or
preceding decade registrations. In this example, you could use the 1911-1920 name index
to find a page number or browse by the date in the 1911-1920 brand registrations.

6. Name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, you could use the 1873-1910
name index to find the page number of the earlier brand recording. Note that it could be
easier to use the 1873-1910 brand index (character section) to find the same page number.

PRO TIP:

If you find a page number in the 1873-1910 brand index or name index higher than 4262,
subtract 1970 from that page number and look for the new page number in the 1911-1920
registrations. The Department of Livestock kept recording brands in the same book from the
previous decade and eventually changed page numbers.

Page | 10 A 4
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1911-1920

Brand Index:
Handwritten, grouped by characters, letters, and numbers. Not searchable online. You must
browse the index pages to find a brand.

Name Index:

Handwritten, organized by first letter of last name and, inconsistently, by the first two letters of
last name. Not searchable online. You must browse the index pages to find a name. This index
can be time-consuming to use.

Brand Registration Example

5126 |®

; " — Q)] wse.

» ® Jac, 18=191%, Jus. @, Garden, Ualta, Valley County.

RE-RECORDED

l Bran! for eattle on right hip. @
| ; JUN 4 1921

-

Erard for horses on right thigh.
¥ Vent for botl belo. original.

40857,
B

Jee. 15-1G1% o' 1; .2 wJMﬁ&; I‘i;r:,é?. ¥e|llonstcnaC County .

Braxn 'y ‘for mkﬁa un aft 13!:;.
R

| Vart I:Ierl.b g ]

@l Trans, £rom B. & ..mu:nq

1. Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing. This
example illustrates the Pro Tip described above in the 1873-1910 records. The correct page
number is 3156, but 5126 is the page number listed in the 1873-1910 index.

2. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

3. Registration number for the brand.

Page | 11 vw
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4. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example, you could browse by this date in the 1921-
1930 brand registrations.

5. Handwritten date and name to whom the brand was transferred in either the current or
next decade registrations. In this example, you could browse by this date in 1911-1920
registrations or use the 1911-1920 name index to find a page number.

6. Name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the previous registration
could be in either the 1873-1910 or 1911-1920 brand registrations. Use the 1911-1920
brand index or name index to find a page number. The brand index may be easier to use for
this decade. You may find the earlier listing in the 1873-1910 registrations.

Page | 12 A 4



Mpq T
V—V MONTANA
M= 4\  HISTORICAL SOCIETY

H } S
1921-1930

Brand Index:

Handwritten, grouped by characters, letters, and numbers. Not searchable online. You must
browse the index pages to find a brand.

Name Index:
Typed, alphabetical.

Brand Registration Example

@) 2877

; . Decegber 18, 1022  H, P. Comnolly F waon County :
e Brand tor satile om To0t bip V| 3]
N *HT/ Brand for horsss on left thigl

Docember 18, 1922 | Lyle Wood, Winnett, Fergus Co

Brand for sattle on left hip

|_\ o AN Brand for horses on left thigh
" Vent for both below original

100045
Lacember 18, 1522  J. R. Haynie, Banaien, Garfield Coun
Erand for cattle om laft ribe
ol =& -KF Brand for horses on left shoulder
: A Vent for both belom origfmel
Tpans. from Henry Winter| (2e88)

1T RECORDED
DEC 21 1831

@ ®

100044 Sl
A ieal Docember 18, 1922  Oval K. Graen, Flatwillow, Pergue Goumty
T : Brand for cattle on left ribe o [2 /3
> ; Vent below originel 10120 ] 2
i Trans. from Nich Langohausen| (886-R) ®<.
AL

1. Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing.
2. Registration number for the brand.
3. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

Page | 13 A A 4
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4. Page number for the previous brand registration as a new record. In this example, the
“N.R.” prefix directs you to the 1911-1920 registration volumes. Use the table at the
beginning of Part 2 of this guide for more information on how to translate numbers with
prefixes and suffixes found in brand registrations.

5. Handwritten date and page number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example,
you could browse by the page number or date in the 1931-1940 registrations.

6. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example, you could browse by this date in the 1931-
1940 registrations.

7. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the absence of a
prefix or suffix directs you to the 1911-1920 registration volumes. Note throughout the re-
record year of 1921, a page number prefix or suffix was not used regardless of if the
preceding registration was a new record or a transfer. After January 1, 1922, page numbers
referring to a new record in the 1911-1920 registrations were designated with N.R., while
page numbers referring to transferred brands in the 1911-1921 registrations continued with
an absence of a prefix or suffix.

8. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-R” suffix
confirms this is a page number within the current volume of registrations (1921-1930).

PRO TIP:

This is the first decade with a typed, alphabetical name index. If possible, begin your name
search in this decade. Be aware that search results may not be 100% accurate. You may need to
browse the name index if your search does not provide a result.

Page | 14 4
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1931-1940

Brand Index:
Handwritten, grouped by characters, letters, and numbers. Not searchable online. You must
browse the index pages to find a brand.

Name Index:
Typed, alphabetical.

Brand Registration Example

*Re-record

I

| B-32387 |

{:)u er 51, 1931 . H. F..BOWDISH, RoUte §I, Kelispell, Flathead
bttt Bnd Ml Brand for cattle on right hip

VYent for both below original |(

for horses on right-thigh ]
'T _\tl Brand feor ("4 R @

% B=-32388 G
31, 1931 . JOHN AINIZY, Box 373, Chester.liherkty
ki . Brand for u;t.tle on left ribs , -
{ x'i Brand for horses on left thighw ®

1 B
\_'’/ Vent for both below original (231-4)8 4/ |

B-32389

S - e i T X WM anrnla

- e a9

1. Page number in the Re-records section. Use this if you have a page number from an index or
brand listing.

2. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

3. Certificate number for the brand. In this example, the “B-“ prefix confirms this is a 1931-
1940 re-record certificate number.

4. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “-A” suffix directs you
to the 1921-1930 registrations.

5. Handwritten date and page number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example,
you could browse by the page number or date in the New/Transferred Brands section in the
1941-1950 registrations.

Page | 15 A 4
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*New/Transferred
—
@ 16820 @
spril 18, 1938 CILUKLES C, COLTTCLL, licore, Fepsus .
) rond Tor cattle on right hip
s Brand for horses on right thigh
@ § Vant for bLoth bLelow original |i-9476

16821
April 18, 1938 G. L. MCDONALD, Havre, Jill 9uAKBTERRED
Brond for cettle on right ribsrh__-q_g-q_j
Brend for horses on right thigh-~—=_——,
Vent for both below—orichmred rd
Troneferred from [Emil damson B-1547

6. Certificate number for the brand.

7. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example, you could browse by this date in the Re-
records section in the 1941-1950 registrations.

8. Name and page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “B-“
prefix directs you to the Re-records section in the 1931-1940 registration volume.

Page | 16 Vv
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1941-1950

Brand Index:
Handwritten, grouped by characters, letters, and numbers. Not searchable online. You must
browse the index pages to find a brand.

Name Index:
Typed, alphabetical.

Brand Registration Example

*Re-record

OIS
®f C-10801
February 21, 1941 FERTE & lz;fL..uu_ﬂ #ibsux, Wibaux
' Cattle = right ribs 1_4:-1.-#"-"—&"0‘-"5&
Horses - right 5h-;ul;::r

Z Vent below origzinal _".--151'.1"’:@ ..f.—---ﬂ-i

C-10802
() revruery 21, 1911] cas, a. Famvost, Lambep
Catzle - I‘ll.,h* "ip

Horses - right thigh :
C_U Vent below original 1095 3!

-~ AaAMAAR

1. Page number in the Re-records section. Use this if you have a page number from an index or
brand listing.

2. Certificate number for the brand. In this example, the “C-“ prefix confirms this is a 1941-
1950 re-record certificate number.

3. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

4. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “B-“ prefix directs you
to the Re-records section in the 1931-1940 registrations.

5. Page number for the previous recording of the brand. In this example, the “-3” suffix directs
you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1931-1940 registrations.

Page | 17 h 4
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*New/Transferred

@ 901

@0 @ 10806 @

T EuT

Aug.25,19043 CITESTCR L. HAKCOCK, Camps Pess, Powder Hiver,. =&, D
Cattle - right shoulder TRA.@RRE

Llorses = right thigh il 9

Vent below origi '
Transferred from|J. H. Kitchell C-5321 L33%e-5

10807 ;
Aug.25,1943 EDWARD ARNOLD, Hardin, Big Horn v
Cattle - right shouldar

Horses - right shoulder G
Vent below original B-1993

10808 Ir .

Aug.25,1943 ROBERT G, LANGSTON, Big Timber, Sweet G RECORDED
Cattle - left ribs f imdn 20 1851
Ilorses = left shoulder '1,_,‘."“" e
Vent below arizinal !

AN A

6. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.

7. Certificate number for the brand.

8. Certificate number and name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the
“C-" prefix directs you to the Re-records section in the 1941-1950 registrations.

9. Handwritten date and page or registration number to whom the brand was transferred. In
this example, because the date is after 1951, the “-5” in the number below the date directs
you to a registration number in the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960
registrations. If the date was before 1951, the number below it would be a page number.

10. Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

Page | 18 vw
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1951-1960

NOTE:
This is the first decade without a Name Index or a Brand Index.

Brand Registration Example

*Re-record

1004/ (D

ERNZST J LAROCHE D=-1£049 HARY EMILY ® D-16057

STAR ROUTE = 5=-1=51 ; BARTHZILMERS E=1=51
POPLARCHDNTANA REFCH @ VY 506 REFER
iU }"-5' £383-4 | « - BT PECE KHOTT 181280-4
1 CATTLE=LEFT HIP CATTLE=LEFT RIa ]—:‘ '.“ll:'-
0R5E5=-LEFT SHO HOASES-LEFT T!:I:-";":"r""""'r”"

" ik
: fone "8 %
@[ 1955

1. Page number in the Re-records section.
Certificate number for the brand. In this example, the “D-“ prefix confirms this is a 1951-
1960 re-record number.

3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “-4” suffix directs
you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1941-1950 registrations.

4. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand.

5. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

Page | 19 4
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*New/Transferred

® | i

@

CTET CLARK TATLAY 6801-5 | 70 TTTJAMES O MELTOM OR 6409-5
'\’g, 1-9-52 CUSES GERGE F MELTON  1-9-52

witl "1:m.ur6l%ﬂ&ﬁn TRANS 2R HE T pox 214 @ TRANS
sz, '.% ""Q nunu[u 15866-4  } 1~ DS NiTDILLON KONT 3718-5

R
p1%-5 = (7 k}g .
- P E:}.EFT SHO - ‘:‘_b_"ﬁr"h},i':;_ v CATTLE=RIGHT RIBS [
Fo 1 . T o]
- RIRSES-LEFT SHO |t W00 BORSES-RIGHT SHO Matied
A

i E plyr W ot = {-.
% L " e

PP >

6. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.

7. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-
5” suffix directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registrations.

8. Certificate number for the brand. In this example, the “-5” suffix confirms this is a 1951-
1960 New/Transferred Brands certificate number.

9. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-5” suffix
directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in 1951-1960 registrations.
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1961-1970

NOTE:
This decade does not have a Name Index or a Brand Index.

Brand Registration Example

*Re-record

O

@

HARRY J MENDENMALL | E-143. |
: . 1 =d= B

i s KYLE mEERE -
2 sTAR‘RY 0 L ed=51
- ABSAROXEE MONT REFeR | . Lol L THEVER
Ve AFEBERANGERRRED | '
ot ;w e - CAT o b
ERE yoRSES-LEFT THIGH = HORSES-LEFT SHO @
HIHS-SH!L{BI‘ FORKE IN LEFT m f} {_ P ,'i 3 / .

| 9724 -4 -

1. Page number in the Re-records section.
Certificate number. The “E-“ prefix in this example confirms this is a 1961 re-record number.
3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. The “-5” suffix directs you to the
New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registrations.
4. Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.
5. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-
7” suffix directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section of the 1971-1980 registrations.
6. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand.
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S TED RICE | 35-6 | : | JOHN NYSTROM 43-5

T-3-01

AL el : 50X 658 1-3-81
ROM AGENCY MONT Al ulls ETTTER
. JIP3 (S CRONAGEWCY MO _ e :mrﬁmﬂfﬂ B
SJQEiny e s S G il 2225-
-_.""-u\..i e c,ﬁT]-'E:"L:.FT Rl.ﬂ- ] ! |':3-TTL-'-:-R|':1HT Eilm ! mr e b
HORSES=LEFT " THIGR ' ' HORSES=RIGHT SHO

@h b ZE 237676 v

7. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.

8. Certificate number in the New/Transferred Brands section. The “-6” suffix in this example
confirms this is a 1961-1970 New/Transferred brand certificate number.

9. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “C-“ prefix directs you
to the Re-records section in the 1941-1950 registrations.

10. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-5” suffix
directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registrations.
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1971-1980

NOTE:
This decade does not have a Name Index or a Brand Index.

Brand Registration Example

*Re-record

[« 0k @

. %

DAYID F MATTI ® F- Jﬁﬁﬂrll HAROLD OR KATHLEEN ° F-15089
T A-8-71 HOFFHAN :a-l 'n

rr] L b g’ HELEKA MT S9G00 i i,
CATTLE=RIGHT RIBS Hz-... L D 2 At
M HORSES=RIGHT SHO = CATTUEZLCEFT RIB

2 Iﬂ‘?ﬂ ﬁ HORSES=LEFT THIGH 342056
rpeve-1 3L a6

LAHRENCE CHRISTENSEN F-16082 LIMA M MALMIUIST F-16090
RT 1 BOX 145 4:-8=71 4=8=71

ROMAN MT 53884 EKALAXA MT 53324

e
C TTEﬁ‘H HR-:ir'tp e L F CATTLE=RIGHT HIP
ru&il‘;s RIGHT SHD ——— HORSES=-RIGHT THIGH ’

= E«34169 E-12689
15 42

1. Page number in the Re-records section.
Certificate number. The “F-“ prefix in this example confirms this is a 1971 re-record.

3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “-6” suffix directs
you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1961-1970 registrations.
Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.

5. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand.
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® | 1016
GRAVELEY BROS 182277 OREN FORTHUN 162357
JOARDON OR BILL OR  10+1-73 RR 1 BOX 2344 10-1+73
_ Fo1opx 93 KURT, ‘1. SIONEY mT 59270
N TOMMSEND HT 59544 ---;--'.----1
RS ' : CATILESLEFT RIBS
CATTLE=RIGHT RIB ® ; HORSE5-LEFT SHO
HORSES-RIGHT THIGH | BB+4
43 17
ROMALD &-0OR 162207 IRYIH L YEAGER 16236-7
STEPHANIE WARDING 10-1-73 R1 5 aox 74 16-1-73
11 CONRAD HT 53428
e GIND2 L oom A
2 il '%:E':ﬁi'f&% St e | I, { catrieevert Hip
o CATTLE-LEFT RI1B 2(:‘ § o HORSES=LEFT THIGH
HORSES-LEFT 5HO E-15547 @ 17259-5
N k] F4-1

6. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.

7. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-4” suffix directs
you to the New/Transferred section in the 1941-1950 registrations.

8. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. The “-7” suffix in this
example directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1971-1980 registrations.

9. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example, the “-6” suffix
directs you to the New/Transferred Brands of the 1961-1970 registrations.
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2001-2010

NOTE:

This decade does not have a Name Index or a Brand Index. Also, reports were generated
throughout the decade on demand. Re-records and New/Transferred brand registrations are
interspersed with non-consecutive page numbering.

Brand Registration Example

BAREY L WALL OR RENEE A WALL OR RYAW L WALL @l CERT WO.: l-ﬂﬂ?lil
M 4650 CANYON FERRY RD 'l
EAST HMELEMA MWT 000059435 (;)
uu“n o0 o0 0o
CRE-W -00%-0-5-RE-BL - - - REF.HO: 085110-% RERECORD 02/08/2002
G=H=RT= - - *
D=-C-HH- - . .

® |n:r.nn--. 055110-9 RERECORD 02/08/2002 |

BILL BAHMY OR EATHY DAHNY = -
PO BOX SERE CERT DT.: @3/12/72002

HELEHA MT S7606a8%S
RAMCE - 05 08 a0 00 @0

HRET =0 J-002-0-H-LE~ - - - I REF.ND: F-D14083 HEW BRAMD 0&!12!20ﬂ2|

HEF .NU!

@ - = - - - REF . MD:
DOHALD W MCDOMALD 4T CERT WD.: 044T715-0
- -d

IT&S ALTA VISTA WAY
SAN DIEGO CA 000092109
RAHGE: 07 04 02 0B 00

x =P -B0Z-0-H-RE- = o - 3 &
0-C-RH- - . . REF.NO: J-037599 TRANSFER 03/12/2002

Certificate number. In this example, the “K-“ prefix confirms this is a 2001-2010 re-record.
Abbreviation for animal and location on the animal for the brand

Code for county of range. A registration may have up to five counties of range.

Certificate number from previous brand recording. In this example, the “-9” suffix directs
you to the 1991-2000 registrations.

Date the brand was registered. Use this if you are browsing by date.

6. Livestock Commission alpha-numerical code for the brand configuration.

P whnNe

o
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7. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example, the “F-“ prefix directs
you to the Re-records section in the 1971-1980 registration volume.

8. Certificate number. In this example, the “-0” suffix confirms this is a 2001-2010
New/Transferred Brands certificate number.

9. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. The “J-“ prefix in this example
directs you to the 1991-2000 registrations.
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Part 3: Searching Tips and Additional Information

Overview

This section offers some more tips to help you search brand registrations and compile the
history of a brand. It also provides some additional information about historical Montana brand
registrations, including a list of some other helpful resources.

Search Tips

e |tis easiest to trace the history of a brand backwards in time. Brand records show the page
number or registration number of the previous brand recording and not the next brand
recording. If you can locate a more recent brand record (even if it’s registered to a different
person), you can more easily trace it backwards, whereas if you find an older brand record,
you will have to search for it again in a more recent decade.

e Remember to consult the table of Prefixes and Suffixes by decade and the brand
registration examples by decade. Some notations for previous brand recordings refer to
page numbers and some refer to registration or certificate numbers. The prefixes and
suffixes refer to different decades. Use the table on Page 9 and the decade examples on
Pages 10-27 for help with translating brand records.

e Using the name indexes and brand indexes is often easier than searching. We scanned the
brand records and used Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to make the text searchable.
The process is not perfect, and the text can have misspellings and strange characters that
may affect search results. Use the name indexes available from 1873-1950 to find your
brand without keyword searching.

e There is alot of overlap in early brand records. If you can’t find something in the 1873-1910
records or the 1921-1930 records, it might be in the 1911-1920 records. See the Pro Tip on

Page 11 for additional information.

e Try searching using one keyword and not multiple keywords. Searching on two words, such
as Thomas Meagher, will return all results for Thomas and all results for Meagher, which
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may make finding your brand time-consuming. Try searching for just a last name or just a
first name. Do not put keywords in quotes, as that performs a different search process and
does not give you the option to preview your results.

Also try keywords other than names. If you search for a name but do not find good results,
try searching for a different keyword, such as a street name or a city. It may be easier to sift
through search results for a city name, such as Scobey, as compared to a more common
name, such as Johnson.

If you get stuck, consult another resource or contact us.

Additional Resources

Brands Across Montana, by Fred B. Hunnes. This book, published in 1984, has a brand index

and a name index.
Montana Cattlemen's Reference Manual, 2012-2020, by the Montana Cattlemen's

Association. This three-volume set contains more recent brands and includes a brand index
and name index. Find a copy in our Reference Room or order a copy from the Montana
Cattlemen's Association.

Montana Department of Livestock, Brands Enforcement Division. Contact the Department

of Livestock for more information on current brands and brand registration in Montana.
See our full list of resources in our online guide.

Contact us

Library & Archives

225 N Roberts St

PO Box 201201

Helena, MT 59620-1201
mthslibrary@mt.gov

(406) 444-2681
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