Becoming a Detective: Historical Case
File #4—Pickets, Arrests, and Riots

At the request of the textbook committee your
class has been asked to investigate whether
Hazel Hunkins deserves to be included in the
next edition of the textbook. This case cannot
be solved without an understanding of the
National Woman’s Party’s decision to commit
civil disobedience. As a member of the com-
mission selected to review the case, your job is
to examine the following documents to better
understand the details of this campaign.

+ What did the NWP hope to gain from
picketing despite threats of arrest?
+ How were the picketers treated?

Step 1: Review Background Information
Members of the National Woman’s Party
began picketing the White House on January
10, 1917, demanding that President Wilson
mobilize Congress to pass a woman’s suffrage
amendment. At first, the president tolerated
the pickets. But, according to suffrage activist
Doris Stevens,

“The manifestations of popular approval of
suffrage, the constant stream of protests to
the Administration against its delay nationally,
and the shame of having women begging at its
gates, could result in only one of two things.
The Administration had little choice. It must
yield to this pressure from the people or it
must suppress the agitation, which was caus-
ing such interest. It must pass the amendment
or remove the troublesome pickets.

“It decided to remove the pickets.”

Stevens wrote about what came next in her
book, Jailed for Freedom, which she published in
1920, just after the passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. According to
Stevens, some officials proposed establishing “a
military zone around the White House” on the
assumption that “Women could not advance on

drawn bayonets.” Others proposed a raid on the
National Woman’s Party headquarters.

“Finally a decision was reached embodying the
combined wisdom of all the various conferees.
The Chief of Police, Major Pullman, was de-
tailed to ‘request’ us to stop ‘picketing’ and to
tell us that if we continued to picket, we would
be arrested.

« ¢

We have picketed for six months without
interference, said Miss Paul [the leader of the
National Woman’s Party]. ‘Has the law been
changed?’

“« ¢

No, was the reply, ‘but you must stop it.’

“ ¢

But, Major Pullman, we have consulted our
lawyers and know we have a legal right to
picket.

“‘I warn you, you will be arrested if you at-
tempt to picket again.”” (From Doris Stevens,
Jailed for Freedom, New York: Liveright
Publishing, 1920, pp. 93-94. Available at
https://books.google.com/books?id=ASoEAAA

AYAAJ&source=gbs navlinks s)

Step 2: Investigate the Evidence
Expect to spend about ten minutes on each
of the sources in your packet, available online

here at http://mhs.mt.gov/education/women/
HazelHunkins.

Exhibit 4-A Newspaper article: “Capital Police
End Suffrage Picketing,” Daily Missourian, June
22,1917

Exhibit 4-B Photograph: “Police Arresting
Picketers outside White House,” August 1918,
Harris and Ewing, photographer. Harris &
Ewing Collection, Library of Congress Prints
and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C.
http://www.loc.gov/item/mnwp000301/

Exhibit 4-C Newspaper article: “Thirty-Seven
Suffs Taken and Retaken,” Washington Herald,
August 13, 1918
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Exhibit 4-D Typed document: Hazel Hunkins’
response to charges in court (typed), Hazel
Hunkins-Hallinan Papers, MC 532, box 61,
folder 9, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute

For each source, answer all the questions on
the Document Analysis Worksheet. Note: You
will be sharing these answers with your
class in an “exhibit” format—so write
legibly!

Step 3: Crack the Case

Based on your analysis of the documents and
citing evidence to support your answetr, please
create a presentation to share with the other
members of the textbook committee (your
class). You may use technology if you wish and,
for your convenience, we have provide im-

ages of all the documents you examined in a
PowerPoint, available for download at http://
mhs.mt.gov/education/women/HazelHunkins.
However you structure your presentation, it
should answer the following questions:

1. What did the NWP hope to gain from picket-
ing despite threats of arrest?

2. How were the pickets treated—by the police,
by the crowd, by the court, by the press, by
their fellow suffragists?

3. How persuasive do you find Hazel Hunkins’
response to the court charges? How persuasive
do you think her contemporaries would have
found it?

4. How does the material you analyzed relate
to Hazel Hunkins and the committee’s larger
question: whether she should be included in
the next edition of the textbook?

Make sure to include in your report:

« Specific examples! Quote from the
documents.

« Information about where and how the
documents contradicted each other (if this

occurred) and how you decided which ones to
trust.

« Alist of any additional questions you still
have that were left unanswered through your
investigation.

After your presentation is complete, organize
your material into an “exhibit” so your fellow
committee members can easily access your evi-
dence when creating their briefs. Your exhibit
must include your answers to the following
questions:

« What is the source called?

« Who created it?

« When was it created? How soon after the
event it describes?

« Who was the audience for this document?

« Why was it created?

+ Did you find evidence of bias or point of
view? If so, what?

« How do these factors affect the source’s
credibility?
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Historical Case File #4—Pickets, Arrests, and Riots

CAPITAL POLICE END
SUFFRAGE PICKET i

Militants Are Forbidden to
Flaunt Banners or Stand
Near White House.

MANSION IS GUARDED

Measures Are Result of Con-
ference With Leader of
Suffragettes.

By Unitesd Press

WASHINGTOX. June 22 —Police to-
day put an end to all suffrage picket-
ing at the White House following twe
idays of pear rioting. Major Pullman i
fssnced #trict ordera against permit-
ting the militants to faunt banners
or stind pear the While House.,

Formal notice was served on the
women at $:30 o'clock this morning
ithat they eould not continue their
picketing, Then Major Pullman
strung a Hoe of patrolmen and police
women from the sufragette head-
quarters a block away from the
White Hous¢ up (o and along the
avenus which the mansion fromts.

“The period of leniency has passed,”
the major told the United Press after
izzuing thiz crder. The order came
pd a redult of o conference of Major
Pullman, [nspector Grant and Miss
Aliee Paunl, leader of the suffragetes
Just what Mizs Paol told the officers
was nod made public,

Exhibit 4-A “Capital Police End Suffrage Picketing,” Daily Missourian, June 22, 1917. Full page avail-
able at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89066314/1917-06-22/ed-1/seqg-1.pdf
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Exhibit 4-B “Police Arresting Picketers outside White House,” August 1918, Harris and Ewing,
photographer. Harris & Ewing Collection, Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division,
Washington, D.C.
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Exhibit 4-C “Thirty-Seven

Suffs Taken and Retaken,”
Washington Herald, August 13,
1918. Full page available at
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.
gov/lccn/sn83045433/1918-08-
13/ed-1/seq-1.pdf and http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
lcen/sn83045433/1918-08-13/
ed-1/seqg-3.pdf
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Exhibit 4-D Hazel Hunkins’ response to charges in court (typed), Hazel Hunkins-Hallinan Papers,
MC 532, box 61, folder 9, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute
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