THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

IN MONTANA

As of January 2001, 900 prehistoric and historic sites, historic buildings and districts across Montana were listed in the National Register of Historic Places. In addition, the listed districts include thousands of contributing properties. The Register program, administered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, recognizes prehistoric and historic properties important to the history of a community, a state, a region or the nation. By promoting the appreciation of these special places, Register listing encourages, although it does not guarantee, their preservation. The State Historic Preservation Office operates under the auspices of the Montana Historical Society and directs Montana’s participation in the National Register program. It works with the property owner in the preparation of National Register nominations and provides the professional review necessary for listing.  

MONTANA’S

NATIONAL REGISTER SIGN PROGRAM

The Montana Historical Society has promised a substantial portion of its limited accommodation tax dollars for markers interpreting Register-listed properties in Montana. Our state’s exclusive National Register sign includes a special logo and brief description of the property’s historic significance. A smaller, matching sign in a choice of styles describes contributing properties within districts listed in the Register. 

Montana’s National Register signs can be placed on or immediately adjacent to the Register-listed building or site. The signs identify Register properties and invite passersby to stop and learn more about them. Since the program began in 1990, hundreds of National Register signs have been placed across Montana. Montanans and visitors have come to recognize that a Montana National Register sign marks a place important to the history of our state.

The Montana Historical Society has developed this project to improve public knowledge of Montana’s rich and colorful heritage encourage others to seek Register listing and promote the preservation of our historic resources.

The signs do not provide directional information or recognize property owners unless such information is relevant to the property’s historic significance.

Owners of individually listed National Register properties, owners or representatives of listed historic districts, and owners with contributing properties within listed historic districts can apply for signs. 

Individually listed and district properties receive Type A (size 20” by 24”) signs with approximately 240 words of interpretive text. 

Owners of properties that contribute to listed historic districts may choose either Type B (two 8”x12” panels) or Type C (one 13”x16”) signs, each has up to 160 words of interpretive text.  

Receipt of signs is not automatic with Register listing. Property owners or representatives must submit a signed application.

THE COST

Owners or sponsoring organizations pay approximately 10% of sign manufacturing costs. The Montana Historical Society provides all other costs including research/writing time. The current cost of each district/individual property sign is approximately $561. The cost of a contributing property sign, either style, is approximately $347. Post mount brackets for the freestanding type mounting option cost $73. Cost to applicants is only $55 for individual/district sign, $35 for a contributing sign, and $7 for the post mount bracket.

This innovative program is unique to Montana, and widespread interest in it continues to generate many applications. Because each sign is carefully written and information verified, there is normally a waiting list. Applications are processed in order of receipt, although every attempt will be made to accommodate special requests. When available accommodations tax dollars are insufficient to fill all the applications received, the Society will select sign recipients on the basis of geographic distribution and order of application. 

The sign program is one of many programs administered by the Montana Historical Society. To widely serve its citizens, the sign program charges a minimal fee for an exceptional product. If you appreciate this service and wish to express your support, we greatly appreciate your contributions. Your tax-deductible donation above the fixed sign cost will directly benefit the educational services the Montana Historical Society offers. Simply check the appropriate box on the application form and enclose your donation.   

WHO WRITES MY SIGN TEXT?

The Historical Society staff will carefully craft each interpretive sign text, drawing from the site’s National Register of Historic Places nomination and a variety of other primary and secondary resources. Each text is designed to highlight the property’s distinctive history and pique the reader’s interest. Applicants will receive a draft text for review prior to preparation of final sign copy. Payment of the fee is due upon approval of the draft text. 

Please do not send payment with application.

We cannot process checks/payments until your draft text has been completed, sent to you, and has your approval.

Sign types

Type A is a 20”x24” panel with logo and 200-240 words of text. Choose a wall mount or freestanding mount.  Hardware is included for either mounting.  

Type B includes two 8”x12” panels, one with the logo and the other with up to 150 words of interpretive text. These may be wall-mounted in the arrangement of your choice and are designed to accommodate narrow spaces.  Hardware included.

Type C is a 13” x 16” inch plaque with up to 150 words of interpretive text. Choose a wall mount or freestanding mount.  Hardware is included for the mounting of your choice. 

All plaques are pewter-finished anodized aluminum with dark etched letters.

For more information about the sign program, Ellen Baumler, Ph.D., National Register Sign Coordinator and Interpretive Historian at the Montana Historical Society, 225 North Roberts, PO Box 201201. Helena, MT 59620-1201. Phone: (406) 444-1687. FAX (406) 444-2696

MONTANA NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Sign Program Application

Please do not send payment now
Name of Owner/applicant

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Mailing Address





City

State

Zip

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Telephone(day)





(evening)

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Street address for sign delivery if different from mailing address (UPS will not deliver to PO #’s)

Historic Property Information
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Historic Name of NRHP Property (if Known)

__________________________                                _______________                                           

Address of Property                                  City/Town/County
Please indicate type of plaque and choice of mounting
Type A ____ Individual or District,  $55 Mounting type: Free standing     Wall mount __
Type B ____ Contributing Property within a District, $35.  (two 8”x12” panels, wall mount only)

Type C ____ Contributing Property within a District, $35.  (one 13”x16” plaque)

Mounting type:  Free standing __Wall mount___

post mount:  add $7 for the bracket attachment required_______________

We can provide mounting instructions but the applicant is responsible for sign installation and maintenance.

Installation for post mounting requires a threaded pipe not provided by the manufacturer.
For Your Information . . . 

You will receive a copy of the text for your plaque before it goes to the manufacturer. We invite you to review the text and send us comments and corrections you wish to make. When you are ready to approve your text, return it with your check for the appropriate amount made payable to the Montana Historical Society. We will then prepare the final text. Once your order is received by the sign company, allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. If you are uncertain about the type of sign appropriate for your property, or if you have any questions, call the sign coordinator at 406-444-1687. 

Please do not send payment until you have approved your draft text.

With my signature, I authorize the Montana Historical Society to develop the text of an interpretive marker for the National Register of Historic Places property identified. I agree to install the sign outdoors according to the manufacturer’s specifications upon receipt of it, and care for it once it is in place. I understand that in the event of a change in ownership, the sign is to remain with the property.   

Signature of Applicant and date​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________

___ I wish to make a tax-deductible donation in addition to the cost of my sign.

Send your completed and signed application to:

Ellen Baumler, Sign Program Coordinator

Montana Historical Society

225 North Roberts

PO Box 201201

Helena, MT 59620-1201

