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ON THE COVER Montana Winter Scene by Harvey Thomas Dunn (1907,
oll on canvas, 36%" x 24") depicts the hardship endured by freighters
hauling supplies through deep Montana snows in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Such a scene is vividly described in Joseph M.
Hartmann’s memoir about freighting between Zortman and Malta, which
begins on page 34. Dunn’s rendition captures the events Hartmann described
so well that one could imagine that Dunn witnessed it.

Born and raised on a South Dakota homestead, Dunn belonged to
the Brandywine group of illustrators, which included N. C. Wyeth, Frank
Schoonover, Philip R. Goodwin, and others. Unlike his colleagues, however,
Dunn did not illustrate cowboys and gunfights. He preferred painting
western farmers and pioneers, partly in honor of his father, a South Dakota
sodbuster. Dunn’s work appeared regularly in such magazines as Collzer’s
Weekly, Harper’s Magazine, The Saturday Evening Post, and Scribner’s. His
Montana Winter Scene appears courtesy the Rockwell Museum of Western
Art, Corning, New York (gift of James McMahon, 78.107).

On the back cover is a pad-style beaded saddle that belonged to Gabriel
Dumont, the military commander-in-chief of Louis Riel, the famous Métis
leader. Heather Devine’s article (beginning on page 55) examines writer
Joseph Kinsey Howard’s experiences writing Strange Empire, a history of the
Métis people. The saddle is in the collection of the Montana Historical Society
Museum, Helena (X1964.16.01).
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